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MRS. HERBERT, 


39 


MISS MONTAGUE, 


Brook-Street. 


HOPE Lady Conway continues to 

approve of her new ſituation near you; 
the moſt prudent ſcheme ſhe could have 
adopted in her preſent ſtate. Lady Al- 
meria is come to town, and ſeems to think 
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it unneceſſary for her to deprive herſelf of 
the amuſements of London - upon which 
I took the liberty earneſtiy 19 requeſt her 
Ladyſhip to conceal her opinion from her 
friend ; ſhe promiſcd ne ſhe would: I 
have likewiſe ſeen Mrs. Monſon at Mrs, 
Nugent's :—So, Lady Conway, ſaid ſhe, 
is ſighing in ſolitude for her dear Charles, 
who I find is on the point of marriage 
with Mts Oburn. 


I was ſurpriſed at her effrontery in 
ſpeaking to rac. Lady Conway, ſaid I, 
is truly amiable, and unfortunate in the 
. loſs of her Lord—but no malignant re- 
ports can affect her character. —She fighs, 
indeed, but it is for the abſence: of a huſ- 
band ſhe ſincerely loves. Miſs Oburn 1s 
a charmihg young Lady I am told, and I 
hope Mr. Seymour will be happy. You 
really think then, ſaid ſhe, with great 
emotion, he is actually going to marry 
that girl.— What a taſte ! — Her gold, 1 
luppole, tempts him. 

The 
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The young Lady is a ſufficient temptation 
without the gift of fortune. He will ſoon 
grow weary, and repent his choice, ſaid 
ſhe, reddening with vexation.—Depend 
upon it, Mrs. Herbert, you will fee my 
words verified. 


I hope not, Madam ; they both deſerve 
happineſs, and are likely to enjoy it during 
life. 


She turned from me ſeverely mortified, 
ſuppoſing from what I ſaid your couſin 
was to become the huſband of Miſs 
Oburn. - I iſh he may be fo happy—yet 
It would ſurpriſe me to hear he married 
that Lady, as he ſeemed indifferent to her 
charms ; yet men often change their opi- 
nions, and certainly he may now approve 
her. 

8" 

Mr. Herbert is become fond of cards, 

finding it amuſes melancholy reflections 1 

ſuppoſe; yet he viſits Mrs. Delville as 
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uſual, which aſſlicts me: But I will con- 
clude, that I may not dwell on ſo diſa- 
creeable a ſubject. Remember me kindly 
to Louiſa and Harriot. 


Yours, 


L. HERBERT. 


| Brook-Street. 


Isfortunes in this weariſome pilgri- 
mage of life frequently ſucceed each 
other. — Charlotte's incontinence was a 
ſevere calamity to us; it has brought on 


another, which, probably, may render the 


remainder of our days gloomy and un- 
happy. Mr. Herbert, to chace away the 
remembrance of his daughter, inſenſibly 

became 
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became fond of gaming, the conſequence 
of which is he has loſt ten thouſand pounds, 
and is miſerable at the reflection of his 
folly. I propoſed retiring to the Elms, 
and reſiding there in future, as the loſs of 
five hundred a year would make it im- 
poſſible for us to appear in town as uſual ; 
but he has poſitively refuſed me, and fixed 
on a plan more ſaving, alledging for a 
reaſon, the affliction he ſeels at having fo 
greatly diminiſhed my fortune, which re- 
duces my income, in caſe of his deceaſe 
before me, to ſo ſmall a ſtipend. I tried 
to convince him, that was fo great a miſ- 
fortune to befal mes, as the loſs of him, 
two hundred and ti;:y pounds a year would 
be a ſufficient and comfortable mainte- 
nance in ſome country retreat, 
He wept exceedingly (which almoſt 
broke my heart) thanked me for my af- 
fection and tenderneſs, and ſaid, he was 
ſorry to exclude me from my friends even 
for a time; but he was determined to 
B 3 make 
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make me all the reparation in his power 
for his curſed folly. He then informed 
me a friend of his, with his wife, having 


run through a large fortune, had laſt year 


retired on a ſmall pittance they had leſt to 
an old chateau, near Cain, in Normandy. 
He thought it would now be a prudent 
retreat for us, and he would write to pro- 


poſe reſiding with them, and dividing the 


expences of houſekeeping. —If Mr. Neſbit 


approved his offer—we might lay by a 
thouſand pounds a year, which would be 
a ſmall reſtitution to me, ſhould he ex- 
pire before the expiration of the ten years 
exile, and eaſe his mind in his dying 
moments, as he was acting for the beſt 
to repair his error. 
+. 
His kindneſs overwhelmed me with 
ſorrow, but rhe idea of leaving all my 
friends, perhaps for ever, was and is very 
afflicting. Why will my dear Mr. Her- 
bert be ſo reſolute in embittering his fu- 
ture days? — That he ſhouid for my ſake 


quit 
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quit England, renders me very wretched, 
It may not unlikely ſhorten my exiſtence; 
he will then be able to return. At the 
Elms we might live retired and comforta- 
ble ; but he will not ſuffer me to ſpeak 
of it again, and I muſt ſubmit to his de- 
termination, Were it not for religion 1 
ſhould ſink under this affliction of parting 
with my friends and country—for do we 
not read in Holy Writ, « Whom the Lord 
loveth he chaſteneth,” &c. &c. What 2 
conſolation is this under the burthen of 
affliction! — We are to confider him, the 
Great Diſpoſer of all things, as our parent ; 
receive comfort from that conſideration, 
and indulge the pleaſing hope of immortal 
bliſs. To repine at a few days, or years 
of trouble, is folly—they will ſoon vaniſh. 
Immortal bliſs ! How joyful the idea! 
My God, teach me to act according to 
thy Divine Will during my weary pil- 
grimage. How trifling, how tranſient, 
how inſipid and painful is human life! 
Every hope here ends in difappointment ! 
NE B 4 We 
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We often wiſh for what (when enjoyed) 
proves the vanity of human wiſhes !—We 
hope on, and continue diſſatisfied; no- 
thing but death can emancipate us, and 
give us truc bliſs! Let our thoughts be 
conſtantly fixed on the Giver of all 
Good, Sublime, Omnipotent Creator of 
all Things! Nothing on earth can con- 
ſtitute our felicity ! Shorten my days, 
if it be thy pleaſure; nevertheleſs, thy 
will be done thy creature ſubmits, if it 
is neceſſary ſhe ſhould ſuffer a longer pro- 
bation, | 


Mr. Neſbit has anſwered Mr. Herbert's 
letter, and joyfully accepts, his propoſal ; 
therefore, leſt I ſhould not live to return 
to F.ngland, my ever dear and amiable 
friend, favour me with'a farewell viſit be- 
fore my departure. — I ſhould be glad to 
ſee Louiſa likewiſe, were it not for my 
with of concealing from Lady Conway 
vur intended journey, who would undoubt- 
caly, if ſhe kygew of it, attend you here; 

and 
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and you well know it would be difficult 
to draw her back to her rural retreat. — 
The charms of London would be alluring, 
and Lady Almeria weak enough to en- 
courage her deſire of remaining here; 
but if Louiſa can contrive an excuſe of 
buſineſs for a fcw days, it will give me 
great pleaſure to ſce her. 


The preparations we are making for our 
departure will not afford me time to write 
more. In hopes of ſeeing you ſoon, there- 
fore, I remain 


Your much afflicted friend, 


* 


L. HERBERT. 


Louiſa accompanied Selina to town — 
ſtaid a week, and returned to Lady Con- 


way, who was perſuaded buſineſs was the 
cauſe of her journey. 
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MISS MONTAGUE, 


T © 


LOUISA, 


Brook-Stree?. 


HE loſs of my dear Mother was 

the firſt deep affliction I cver felt. — 
The parting with our dear, unfortunate, 
and moſt worthy friend, was almoſt equal 
to it. — You can gueſs what I ſuffered 
by the pangs you felt at leaving her, 
though your friendſhip and knowledge of 
her has been of a ſhorter date than mine; 
my ſorrow conſcquently muſt be more 
acute, for-never could one woman regard 
another more than I ever did, and ſtill 
do, the amiable Laura. 


On the morning of her departure her 
grief was ſuperior to tears; ſhe pour- 
N | trayed 
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trayed the ſtatue of forrow, — The car- 
riage was at the door, and every thing 
ready, when Charles Seymour, finding 
the door open, haſttly ruſhed into the par- 
lour. Whither are you going, my, dear 
Mr. Herbert? ſaid he, ſhaking hands 
with him, while his looks were anguiſh 
and horror. A manly tear ſtole down the 


- cheek of Mr. Herbert, “to do penance 
for my folly, nay crime, in laviſhing 


away this worthy .creature's fortune, and 
having nothing of my own to leave her,” 
ſaid he. 


But where are you going ? 


To Normandy. 


. You muſt not go, indeed, ſaid he, 
wrinzing his hand in agony. Retire to 
« the Elms,” ſomething may be done 


amo g our friends, a place under govern- 
ment 
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Would not anſwer my purpoſe, dear 
Charles. I then ſhould not have it 
in my power to make Mrs. Herbert 
any reſtitution in caſe of my death, 
and I ſhould be perpetually miſerable 
with the thought of her being left 
with ſcarce a maintenance after my de- 
ceaſe, It muſt be ſo. — Adieu, my deareſt 
Charles; you are young—take warning 
by me—avoid gaming, for great as your 
fortune will be, no riches whatever can 
be ſecure with a gameſter, 


Do not, pray, my beloved Mr. Her- 
bert, ſaid Laura, in a faint voice, accuſe 
yourſelf.— The intention of amuſing your 
mind was laudable ; it was only unfortu- 
nate you happened to play ſo high. She 
was ſo extremely agitated ſhe ſcarce knew 
what ſhe ſaid. Let us go, added ſhe, the 
trial will then be over. Give my affec- 
tionate compliments to Lord and Lady 
Seymour (to Charles) and tell them, tho' 
far diſtant, I ſhall always remember their 
friendſhip with pleaſure. 


A RAS HV OW. 13 
Will you go, Madam ? ſaid he. Oh! 
tell me when we may hope to ſee you 
again. 


For a moment ſhe was ſilent through 
extreme ſorrow. —I don't know, Sir, re- 


turned ſhe, then embracing me, Selina, 
dear Selina, we muſt part. Oh! may hap- 
pineſs ever attend you here and hereafter, 
She ſhed not a tear, and it is impoſſible 
to expreſs the poignant anguiſh viſible on 
her countenance. She trembled, and was 
cold as death. Mr. Herbert, almoſt as 
much affected, took leave of us, and went 
to ſee the things were placed right, — 
Charles was almoſt diſtracted. She held 
out her hand to him, and wiſhed him 
every happineſs. —He ſeized it, and preſ- 
ſed it to his lips, while his tears fell on 
it. May I, ſaid he, offering to ſalute her, 
thus bid you adieu. — This is the moſt 
cruel affliction I ever experienced. Oh! 
may Heaven leſſen your ſorrow, and un- 
expectedly reſtore you ſoon again to your 
friends, 

She 
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She ſtood filent and immoveable. — He 
reſpectfully ſaluted 'her.—She again em- 
braced me. Farewell, ſaid ſhe, Selina, 
perhaps for ever. — Oh! I am weak, I 
have no fortitude in the fevere trial of 
parting with my dear, my beſt friend. — 


Adieu, faid ſhe, and with difficulty, ſup- 


ported by Charles and me, got into the 
carriage, attended by Lucy, who will be 
ſome comfort to her in her cruel exile. 


I returned to the parlour, and wept 
inmoderately.— Charles ſtood at the win- 
dow till the carriage was out of ſight ; 
then throwing himſelf, like a diſtracted 


creature, on the couch, cried, I ſhall ſee. 
them no more! I have loſt them for ever; 


my heart will break !— His own grief was 
ſo extreme, that he heeded not mine, till 
my ſobs at length rouſed him. My dear 
couſin, ſaid he, taking my hand, we will 
weep together.— love, I mean I eſteem 
them as much as you do. | 


I know 
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1 know it, ſaid I; every one that is 

acquainted with my Laura muſt love her, 

I have long perceived your regard for her; 

but if you value your own peace, ſtrive to 
conquer a paſſion which is criminal. 


He ftarted, as if extremely ſhocked, 
that I had diſcovered his ſentiments. — Be 
not alarmed, Charles, faid I, the ſecret 
ſhall reſt with me. pity you, and have 
long ago obſerved your predilection for 
my Laura, and hoped that time would 
conquer it; but you are ſtill conſtant to 
an unfortunate, amiable woman, who can 
never be yours. 


Hope 1s the only comfort left me, ſaid 
he ; and fince you have diſcovered the 
ſituation of my heart, oh! endeavour not 
to deprive me of my only ſupport under 
the preſent burthen of exiſtence, Tell 
me not ſhe hates me ! with wildneſs. 


Do not diſtreſs yourſelf, Charles, ſaid 
I, ſtill weeping for the loſs of my friend. 
She 


* 
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She has a ſincere friendſhip for you—yet 
I would have you conſider that (ſituated 
as ſhe is) it is criminal in you to indulge 


hope. 


Surely I may hope, that if, at ſome 


diſtant period, ſhe is at liberty to liſten 


to my addreſſes, ſhe will not reject me. 


Even that is culpable, Charles.—It is 
waiting (almoſt wiſhing) for her huſband's 
death; and who knows but ſhe may be 
averſe to entering the marriage ſtate a ſe- 
cond time. 


Do you ſuppoſe ſo? returned he, with 
quickneſs : — Then I would not wiſh to 
live. — Life without her then would be 
wretchedneſs indeed! walking to and fro 
haſtily acroſs the parlour in the greateſt 


agitation, 


His agony of mind added to my diſtreſs. 
J attempted not then to torture him far- 
5 ther 7 
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ther, by reaſoning againſt ſo unhappy a 
predilection. He threw himſelf on the 
couch again, and gave way to feminine 
weakneſs, by weeping profuſely. I will 
leave you for half an hour, Charles, ſaid 


I, to conquer this effuſion of ſorrow ; ſo 


ſaying, I retired to my chamber to in- 
dulge grief alone. 


. | 7 * . ; 
The tide of ſorrow in an hour began to 


ebb, and I returned to Charles, who, 
overcome by fatigue and diftreſs of mind, 
had fallen aſleep, It ſeems he had heard 
of Mr. Herbert's misfortune in Ireland, 


and immediately left that place, and. had. 


travelled night and day to get a parting 
view of our friend. At his boſom hung 
a locket, which (overpowered by ſleep) 
he had left unconcealed. — I advanced 
ſoftly to view it ; it was elegantly drawn 
(as I afterwards found by himſelf) with 
Laura's hair ; in it was the figure of this 
unfortunate lover kneeling before hope ; 
in one hand was an oval with the cypher 

L. A. 
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L.. A. in the other a label, which deſcend- 
ed to the bottom of the piece; on it was 
wrote theſe words : 


Paſſien and reajon ever are at ſtrife ; 
But thy deſertion, hope, would terminate my life. 


I perceived the ſide of it not clofe, and 
opening it found a perfect likeneſs of 
Laura, which, as I was examining, Chatles 
awoke. 


He ſtarted up in horror, and, ſnatching 
it from me again, concealed it in his bo- 
ſom.— What have I done? ſaid he, wildly. 
Then looking at me—-Oh ! Selina, glad 
am I to find it is only you 1—I ſhould 
have gone diſtracted had any other diſ- 


covered my ſecret. You find how I 


adore your friend, and be aſſured nothing 
can ever extinguiſh my paſſion, 


I am very ſorry to find,, indeed, my 
dear Charles, you indulge it ſo, returned 


L 
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chamber in her abſence, and taking a lock 


A RAS 
1. Give me that locket, and endeavour ö 
to forget her. g 


All you can ſay on that ſubject is vain, 
Selina. — Comfort me — pity me, dear 
couſin, and allay my grief by talking of 
her; but, oh! forget her, 1 never can or 
wWill. 


Unhappy young man, his paſſion is too 
deeply rooted ever to be eraſed. I have 
laid aſide attempting it. — No arguments 
can avail againſt ſo fixed a predilection. 
Pleaſed to ſpeak of her, he gave me an 
account of the progreſs of his love, which, 
he informed me, certainly commenced at 
his firſt knowledge of her, though ſo 
young; but he was not ſenſible of its 
force till our viſit to © the Rock,” where 
he took an opportunity of entering her 


of her hair which had been cut off that 
morning, he lamented her unhappy deſti- 
ny, in being united to a man fo unworthy | 

| her | 


w i OF 


her tenderneſs, though he now ſeemed 
ſenſible of her worth, and intended to 
make her all the reparation in his power 
for the folly he had been guilty of ; at 
the ſame time deploring the affliction ſhe 
muſt endure by ſo diſagreeable an exile 
from her friends and country. 


It is now two days ſince Laura's de- 
parture. — He has been continually with 


me, and our friend his conſtant theme. 


My buſineſs 1s completed, and to-morrow 
I leave town. Charles is determined to 
ſtay here ſome time.—He is waiting for 
the duke of ——, his relation, who is 
expected to return to London in a few 
days. — His intention is to ſpeak to his 
Grace, and other friends, in favour of 
Mr. Herbert, flattering himſelf he ſhall 
be able to obtain a place for him. That 
he may ſucceed, you, my dear Louiſa, 
will ardently wiſh with ͤ us. Adieu; I 
wall ſoon embrace you. 


Yours, affectionately, 


S. MONTAGUE, 


UE. 
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MRS. HERBERT, 
T oO 
MISS MONTAGUE. 


Chateau de Bots. 


FTER a good paſſage (which you 
X know my apprehenſions at ſea al- 
ways ſuppoles bad) we are arrived ſafe at 
the Chateau de Bois, which is cloſe to 
the wide ocean in front, and ſheltered by 
a gloomy wood behind. Its ſituation is 
formed by nature to nurſe grief, Very 
near the caſtle; on the fide of the wood, is 
a high rock, which terminates at bottom 
in the ſea.—Over it falls a caſcade, whoſe 
murmuring ſounds, to a mind diſpoſed 
to melancholy, as mine at-preſent is, in- 
vites tears and deſpondence ; but I truſt 


In 
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in the Almighty, that he will ſoon either 


leſſen my ſorrow, or terminate my exiſt- 
ence in this world. I endeavour to con- 
ceal my ſenſations from Mr. Herbert, 
who is himſelf much diſpoſed to be me- 
lancholy.— Time will, I hope, reſtore us 
to tranquillity, if we remain here. Oh! 
my dear Selina, I believe parting with 
thoſe we love, is ſuperior to the pangs we 
ſhall ſuffer in diſſolution.— I was much 
ſhocked too at Mr. Seymour's ſympathy, 
and forry he arrived at that dreadiul pe- 
riod, for I ſeemed to be parting with you 
both for ever. May he be happy with 
Miſs Oburn. — Deeply diſtreſſed as I was, 
I forgot to aſk after her, —I ſuppoſe they 
will ſoon be united. 


Mr. and Mrs. Neſbit are to me very 
diſagreeable companions. —His converſa- 
tion is generally on the pleaſures of the 
turf-—a joy he is now cut off from. — Hers 
a recita] of the conqueſts ſhe made in the 
beau monde, and the ſums of money ſhe 
loft 
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loſt at play. Follies they had both better 
be filent on. He is gallant and polite - 
ſhe, though forty, fighing for conqueſts. 
Her maid informed Lucy that ſhe, for 
near ten months, had intrigued with a 
neighbouring Count, whole affairs are de- 
range, and ſometimes, in Mr. Nefbit's 
abſence, had admitted him to her cham- 
ber at night—but that lately he had paid 
his devoirs to another Lady.—She was 
jealous, and a coolneſs ſucceeded, though 
he ſtills viſits Mr. Neſbit as a neighbour. 
From' this account of her you may gueſs 
ſhe is no favourite of mine, and that it 
is very unpleaſant to be obliged to live 
on terms of friendſhip with them. 

Mr. Herbert was ſo kind and obliging 
as to bring over, unknown to me, a ſmall 
piano- forte, and placed it in my dreſſing- 
room with my. favourite muſic books, 
(which he made Lucy ſecretly collect) 
and ſome new muſic. This attentive ef- 
fort to pleaſe me, and relieve my depreſ- 

ſon 
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ſion of ſpirits, has made a deep impreſſion 
on my heart. I can never ſufficiently 
thank him for his tenderneſs, and wiſh it 
was in my power to eradicate every ſymp- 
tom of grief, Time alone can render 
this ſituation tolerably agreeable, —I ſtrive 
to amuſe myſelf with books at preſent 
in vain ; but I think we ſhould be much 
more comfortable were we not mortified 
with the company of Mr. and Mrs, Neſ- 
bit. Muſic ſometimes diverts Mr. Her- 
bert, and at periods drives away ſorrow 
from my breaſt.—A ſolitary walk too with 
my Lucy is far preferable to the ſociety of 
her ſuperiors. —She is rational, and with 
her I can talk of dear England and my 
dearer friends. Some of the nobleſſe have 
viſited us—others are expected—there are 
ſome I find arrived to dinner; I mult 


dreſs and deſcend. ; 


Among the company was Count de 
Blize (the late lover of Mrs. Neſbit) and 
the Lady he is now ſaid to be well with, 

Madame 
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Madame Brunon. The Count is a hand- 
ſome man, about thirty, ſeemingly not 
averſe to gallantry, or inſenſible to the ad- 
vantage of his perſon. Madame Brunon, 
happy at his attention, diſplayed a num- 
ber of airs, and lamented that Mrs. Net- 
bit was not fond of muſic, and had no 


initrument to play on. —She informed he 


there was a piano-forte in my dreſſing- 
room, and complimented me by praiſing 
my performance. Madame Brunon was 
dying to hear me.—She played herſelf too, 
and begged to be admitted to my dreſ- 
ſing- room. Count de Blize and a kind 
Lady joined in her requeſt.— Mrs. Neſ- 
bit giddily jumped up, and ſaid ſhe would 
lead the way: I was therefore obliged to 
follow with thoſe I mentioned. French 
politeneſs made them very warm in their 
commendations, eſpecially the Count. — 
«© Never had his ears been bleft with 
ſounds ſo divincly harmonious,” 


Madame Brunon, diſpleaſed at his flat- 
tering compliments to me, ſat down to 
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ſion of ſpirits, has made a deep impreſſion 
on my heart. I can never ſufficiently 
thank him for his tenderneſs, and wiſh it 
was in my power to eradicate every ſymp- 
tom of grief. Time alone can render 
this ſituation tolerably agreeable. —I ſtrive 
to amuſe myſelf with books at preſent 
in vain ; but I think we ſhould be much 
more comfortable were we not mortified 
with the company of Mr. and Mrs. Nel- 
bit. Muſic ſometimes diverts Mr. Her- 
bert, and at periods drives away ſorrow 
from my breaſt.—A ſolitary walk too with 
my Lucy is far preferable to the ſociety of 
her ſuperiors. —She is rational, and with 
her I can talk of dear England and my 
dearer friends. Some of the nobleſſe have 
viſited us—others are expected - there are 
ſome I find arrived to dinner; I mult 
dreſs and deſcend. 


Among the company was Count de 
Blize (the late lover of Mrs. Neſbit) and 
the Lady he is now ſaid to be well with, 
Madame 
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Madame Brunon. The Count is a hand- 


ſome man, about thirty, ſeemingly not 
averle to gallantry, or inſenſible to the ad- 
vantage of his perſon. Madame Brunon, 
happy at his attention, diſplayed a num- 
ber of airs, and lamented that Mrs, Net- 
bit was not fond of muſic, and had no 
initrument to play on. —She informed he 
there was a piano-forte in my dreſſing- 
room, and complimented me by praiſing 
my performance. Madame Brunon was 
dying to hear me.—She played herſelf too, 
and begged to be admitted to my dreſ- 
ſing- room. — Count de Blize and a kind 
Lady joined in her requeſt.— Mrs. Neſ- 
bit giddily jumped up, and ſaid ſhe would 
lead the way: I was therefore obliged to 
follow with thoſe I mentioned. French 
politeneſs made them very warm 1n their 
commendations, eſpecially the Count. — 
« Never had his ears been bleſt with 
ſounds ſo divinely harmonious.” 


Madame Brunon, difpleaſed at his flat- 
tering compliments to me, fat down to 
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play and ſing. —Diſcord, ſaid he, to Mrs. hi 
Neſbit, loud enough for Madame Bh w 
to hear. She ſtarted up, indeed, Madame fa] 
Herbert, ſaid ſhe, I will never attempt to hi 
play again, except you will honour me Pe 


with a few leſſons. — You have put me 

quite out of humour with my own per- 
4ormance, and de Blize will never patient- m 
ly liſten to me again. 


What a misfortune (laughing) Mrs. he 
Neſbit hurried us back to the drawing- re; 
room, and ſeated us at card-tables. Mr. pl 


Herbert looked on, having made a reſo- 
lution never to play again. At cards, as 
uſual, I was abſent, thinking of you, 
Louiſa and Lady Seymour, and the happy ſhi 
hours I had paſted in your dear ſociety. ſtit 


Madame Brunon rallied me, and aſked un 
who I had left behind me in England, to of 
cauſe ſuch muſing. Wit 


Several dear and reſpectable friends, I 
anſwered, whole loſs I could not at preſent Bri 


help hea 
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help regretting. — Mr. Herbert was not 
within hearing, or JI ſhould have been 
filent on the point, and not have diſturbed 
his feelings by ſuch an anſwer to her im- 


pertinent queſtion. 


Not one favoured one, ſaid ſhe, with 


meaning ? 


A Lady I have known from my child- 
hood is that one friend I fo ſincerely 
regret, —An old friend is not eaſily re- 


placed. 


She 1s happy, indeed, Madam, in your 
geo! opinion, ſaid the Count, and I 
ſhould think myſelf happy to be her ſub- 
ſtitute.— Friendſhip is the greateſt cordial 
under Heaven; I mean between perſons 
of congemial minds and different ſexes, 


with virtue for its baſis. 


Oh, mon Dieu ! de Blize, ſaid Madame, 


Brunon — are you dreaming ? I never 


heard you talk ſentiment before ! 
C 2 


The 
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The game luckily ended, for I was 
heartily weary of them, and their carriages 
were ordered as it was late. Happy was 
I to retire to my chamber, and indulge 
myſelf with liberty of thinking — for the 


ſociety I have hitherto met with are too 


flippant for my taſte ; but to-day I expect 
ſome pleaſure in being introduced to an 
Engliſh Lady and her daughter, who re- 
fide four leagues off; they are to come 
carly on that account. Mrs, Neſbit ſays 
they are Combra Britons, who retired to 
this country on acccunt of their fortune 
being ſmall, that I ſhall be quite ennui 
in their company, for their words freeze 
as they utter them. As Mrs. Neſbit's 
opinion and mine vary in moſt things, I 
flatter myſelt they will prove more agree- 
able than any Ladies i have yer ſeen, 


Mrs. and Miſs Wyndham are perfectly 
2miable and accompliſhed. —We were re- 
ciprocally pleaſed with each other, and 
regretted being ſo diſtantly ſituated, as 

© | to 
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to prevent our meeting as often as we 
wiſhed. They do not converſe with the 
volubility of French women, but their 
converſation is ſenſible and engaging. 


We paſs our time, faid the old Lady, 
very agrecably, reading (which we arc 
fond of) work, and promenades, fill every 
vacant hour, and a rational mind may be 
happy in any place — though certainly, 
had fortune given us the choice, in Eng- 


„land would have been our place of re- 


ſidence. 


O, I deteſt reading and work, ſaid 
Mrs. Neſbit, and find time very heavy 
on my hands, —Promenades with an agree- 
able companion 1s well enough ; but in 
dear London every hour is delightfully 
employed in various amuſements. 


Not ſo rationally, I think, Madam, 
ſaid Miſs Wyndham, as here, if it is 
ſpent in diſſipation. 

Cg Fie, 
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Fie, Miſs Wyndham, don't be a philo- 
ſopher at eight and twenty; tis too young. 
What can be more rational than to ſpend 
our time amongſt people of the ton. 


We ſeldom can derive inſtruction from 
inch ſociety, returned that Lady, gravely, 
and the company of a few valuable friends, 
whoſe converſation I can glean fome in- 
ſtruction and improvement from, is to me 
far preferable. | 

Oh! ſaid ſhe, you are incorrigible: I 
mult reſign you to your gloomy ideas of 
pleaſure ; ſo ſaying, the ſtarted up, and, 
running to the window, hummed a French 
alr. 


Our converſation then fell on books, 
The Ladies promiſed to ſend me all the 
new publications they received, and I 
was to-oblige them in return with thoſe 
they had not read. The hours glided 
away imperceptibly, and we parted, pro- 


n miſing 
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miſing to ſee each other often as poſſible 
before winter. 


Thus began an acquaintance, my dear 
Selina, which will be ſome conſolation to 
me while abſent from you; for Mrs. 
Neſbit is ſo very diſagreeable to me, when 
we have no company, I paſs moit of 
my time in my chamber, or walking, 
while ſhe amuſes herſelf with a noiſy, 
tireſome parrot, who was always repeating 
what he had heard her ſay while ſauntering 
about the parlour and hall, 


« What o'clock is it ?=Heigh ho!” 
and then fighed and yawned, till it quite 
wearied Mr, Herbert and myſelf, Was 
it as rational as that the learned Locke 
ſpeaks of, which was brought to Prince 
Maurice, it would entertain us; —inſtea/1 
of which, its diſmal ſighs and yawns ad- 
ded to our depreſſion of ſpirits. I am 
now endeavouring to teach it Jeſs melan- 
choly utterance, and frequently take it 

C4 to 
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to my dreſſing- room, where I have played 
and ſung a ſprightly French air ſo often, 
that he can ſing half a verſe, which is 
certainly leſs tirefome than his late chat- 


tering moans. — Mrs. Neſbit is likewiſe 


delighted at the change, and I ſhall con- 
tinue to amuſe myſelf with my pupil for 
my own ſake, 


I am now going to write to dear Lady 
Seymour. Adieu. Be aſſured, time or 
ciſtznce cannot diminiſh my affection for 
you. Lady Conway, I hope, is ſtill ſa- 
tisfied with her retreat. Remember me 
kindly to her and dear Louiſa, and fail not 
to write Toon to 


Your affectionate, 


L. HERBERT. 
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Chateau de Bois. 
y TERN winter is ſet in, my Selina.— 
a Our agreeable rambles are at an end, 
bs and we are confined to this melancholy 
* manſion. f 
ne . 
* Huſhed is the linnet and the thruſh, 
All nature wears a dreary gloom; 
Diſrobed is every tree and buſh, 
According to their annual doom. 
Ob] quick return, ſweet ſmiling ſpring, 
8 Renovate verdure—pleaſure bring. 
Now ſad reverſe on ev'ry tree, 
Hang ificles to chill our fight; 
Deep ſnow on bills and vales we ſee, 
LOM 


Which do our wand'ring wiſhes b!inht, 
£5 Ce. 
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Ob quick return, fweet ſmiling ſpring, 
Renovate verdure— pleaſure bring. 


The howling winds with furious force, 
Shakes this old caſtle to its baſe ; 
And ſometimes in its bluſ rous courſe 
Does trees and cottages diſplace. 
Oh! then return, ſweet ſmiling ſpring, 
Return, and gentle breezes bring, 


But ſee the ocean mountains high 
Roaring, ungovernable reign, 
Teffing its proud waves to the ſhy, 
While mariners ftrive land to gain. 
On them the billows ſeem to cloſe, 
Conſigning them to deep repoſe. 


The awful fight we trembling view, 
And fancy dying groans to hear ; 
Drop tears of pity for the crew, 
Ihen, lo ! the veſſel deth appear. 
On angry waves it riſes high, 
Unwillingly to hail the ſky. 


uick 
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Quick night deſcends on Ebon throne, 
Witb horror deep, and ſhades the ſcene ; 
Their doubtful fate remains Unrnown, 
We ſhiver with the cold blaſts keen. 
The ſcreaming owls mourn in the tower, 
Such, O dread winter, is thy power ! 


3 
WA 


In broken reſt we paſs the night, 
Harraſſed by viſions full of dread ; 

Oft wake in deep and ſad affright, 
And, unrefreſh'd, riſe from our bed; 

Wiſhing for the return of ſpring, 

To reſt, and peace, and pleaſure bring, 


Ob ! quick return, then ſmiling ſpring, 
Let owls be filent, warblers ſing ; 
While ſheets of ſnow melt quite away, 
And foliage green again diſplay 

Return ſweet, ſmiling, blooming ſpring, 
Renovate verdure—pleaſure bring, 


You will find by this addreis to the 
moſt pleaſing ſeaſon of the year, that I 
am a bad poetreſs.—It, however, amuſed 
me in the writing, though it may not you 
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in reading, 'and your good-nature will 
excuſe my troubling you with it. Never, 
indeed, before did I ſo ardently wiſh for 
the return of ſpring, or paſs this ſeaſon 
of the year in ſo melancholy and diſagree- 
able a manner. 


The bleak ſituation of this chateau in 
front, which lies open to the ſea, makes 
us more ſeverely feel the horrors of win- 
ter. Horrors indeed! the view of ſhips 
in diſtreſs—the daſhing of waves againſt 
the rocks—the dreadful roaring of the 
wind, and the not unfrequent vibrations 
of this caſtle, renders my heart in conti- 
nual agitztion and terror; and when I ſee 
ſhips in diſtreſs, 1 ſay with Mariners in 
the tempeſt, © Oh! I ſuffercd with thoſe 
I ſaw ſuffer,” 


I paſs as much of my time as civility 
will allow of in my chamber, which over- 
looks the garden and wood, though a 
gloomy, it is a leſs tremendous ſcene than 


the 
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the ocean. There I read, work, and play 


on the piano- forte, which amuſements I 
am often ſcared from by hurricanes, 
which threaten the demolition of the 
caſtle, Mrs. Neſbit murmurs at my ab- 
ſence, as ſhe finds no amuſement but at 
cards ; every evening 1 oblige her and 
Mr. Neſbit, with whom I play at ombre, 
or piquet.— Mr. Herbeit reads or looks 
on. The parrot ſings his ſongs, in the 
midſt of which he often ſtops and mimics 
Mrs. Neſbit, ſaying, „Mon Dieu! how 
cold it is! Poor Poll is very cold—ſtir 
the fire, &c. &c. 


Count de Blize has ventured once to ſee 
2s.—He is very civil and warm in his 
profeſſions of friendſhip. — Mrs. Nesbit 
invited him to ſtay a few days; but as 
Mr. Nesbit did not ſecond the invitation, 
and Mr. Herbert looked much @ut of 
humour, he refuſed it. 


I ſometimes hear from the Wyndhams. 
They FORE lament my ſituation, their 


Nw ry 
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own. being a more ſheltered one. Mr. 
Herbert is determined, if we live till next 
winter, to paſs the ſcvere months at Caen. 
Wae may live retired there, and not in 
ſuch continual dread. 


1 uwas agreeably interrupted by a letter 
from Lady Seymour, who bids me not be 
ſurpriſed if Mr. Seymour ſhould viſit us 


next ſummer, as he talks of an excurſion 

to France. To ſee an old friend in this | 
country will be a great pleaſure to me. — t 
If her Ladyſhip accompanied him it would ti 
be much greater. She ſays nothing of f 
Miſs Oburn. Write to me ſoon, as letters p 
from my friends is conſolation to me. — h 


Adieu, dear Selina. tl 
0 e fa 
Yours, moſt affectionately, 


L. HERBERT, 
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M1SS MONTAGUE, 


1 0 


LUCY, MRS. HERBERT'S MAID. 


HAVE. juſt heard from a Lady, who 
has a correſpondence in Normandy, 
that the Chateau de Bois has been levelled 
to the ground by a violent ſtorm. The 
intelligence has ſhocked me beyond ex- 
preſſion, and I am under dreadful appre- 
henſions concerning my friend, though 
the Lady mentioned not that any of the 
family it contained were hurt, 


I conjure you, my good Lucy, to 
write immediately upon the receipt of 
this to allay my fears, as I know the fright 
muſt have affected my Laura's health, 
and would not at preſent have her fatigue 


herlelf 
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herſelf with a recital of the dreadful ſcene, 
Lady Conway and Loviſa ſympathiſe with 
me on our friend's account. Preſent my 
condolence and affectionate love, and be- 
lieve me, dear Lucy, 


Your ſincere well-wiſher, 


S. MONTAGUE, 


Encloſed was a paper, on which was 
© wrote, 


For Lvcy's private peruſal. 


I am extremely unhappy concerning 
Laura—yet tlie knowledge of your faith- 
ful care and tenderneſs is ſome conſolation 
to me, my good Lucy. Do, my worthy 
girl, oblige me immediately with a letter, 
informing me of every particular concern- 
ing her health, &c. and whether Mr. 
H-rbert treats her wich the tenderneſs ſhe 


ſo truly deſerves. My friend's account of 


Mrs, Nesbit give me ſome apprehenſions, 
leſt 
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left ſhe ſhould allure Mr. Herbert, as 


ſhe is of ſo gay a turn, and render my 
Laura additional affliction. Satisfy me 


in that particular, and _ conceal my re- 


queſt from your Lady.—My reaſon for 
this enquiry proceeds from an intention 
of ſerving her, not idle curioſity. If my 
ſurmiſes prove true, Mr. Seymour, in his 
viſit may endeavour to prevail on Mr. 
Herbert to ſeparate the families, and con- 
vince him of Mrs. Nesbit's gallantry with 
others, which I dare ſay, with Count de 
Blize's aid, will be an eaſy taſk. 


Adieu, 


S. MONTAGUE, 


1 ver, 
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4er, 


MISS MONTAGUE. 


Ombre Rofignol. 
Madam, 


Received the honour of your letter 
this morning, and fit down to obey 
your requeſt of writing an account of my 
Lady ſince her departure from England. 


In our paſſage ſhe was as uſual at ſea 


very ill, and arrived at the Chateau de 
Bois much indiſpoſed. In a few days ſhe 
recovered from her fatigue, but her ſpi- 
rits continued depreſſed, and Mrs. Nesbit 


was not a companion calculated to leſſen, 
her grief for the loſs of thoſe amiable. 


friends ſhe had left behind. Mr. Herbert 


was very kind and attentive to her, and 
his 
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his having procured her ſome amuſement 
from her piano-forte, together with his 
affectionate behaviour, made her uſe her 
utmoſt efforts to eradicate an unavailing 
grief, The company ſhe ſaw was a re- 
ſtraint to her, and the only ſatisfaction ſhe 
enjoyed was in rambles with Mr. Herbert 
or me. — With me ſhe felt more at caſe, 
as ſhe could lefen her ſorrow by impart- 
ing her grief, and mourning her unhappy 
ſituation and abſence from you and other 
friends ſhe eſteemed, . 
Mr. Herbert was totally unacquainted 
with Mrs. Nesbit's character before he 
came herc.— It ſeems ſhe had been Mr, 
Nesbit's miſtræſs.— He was loth to oblige 
Mrs. Herbert, and offend his friend Mr. 
Nesbit (there you will allow with me, 
Madam, he was blameable) by a ſudden 
removal ; therefore, as he now ſays, de- 
termined to remain one twelvemonth with 
them—eſpecially as he knew not how to 
fix himfelf more eligibly. The acquiſi- 
tion 
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tion of Mrs. and Miſs Wyndham, as 
friends, was a great comfort to her; and 
during fine weather they viſited each 
other often, that is, about once a fort- 
might. As Mrs. Nesbit did not like 
thoſe Ladies, I frequently attended my 
miſtreſs to viſit them, which periods af- 
forded her the greateſt pleaſure ſhe received 
in this country. She did me the honour 
to introduce to the Ladies as a faithful 
ſervant, or rather friend, who leſſened her 
forrow, conſequently I was treated by 
them with a kindneſs bordering on friend- 
ſhip, and they made me happy by com- 
mendations of a conduct I muſt have been 
unfeeling indeed not to have purſued, and 
to have uſed my utmoſt endeavours to 
leſſen Mrs. Herbert's afflictions. 


Count de Blize came often to de Bois, 
and was warm in his profeſſions of friend- 
ſhip—but as the Count's character was that 
of a man of gallantry. She avoided him, 
and has informed you, Madam, I find, of 

his 
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his intrigues with Mrs. Nesbit and Ma- 
dame Brunon. She was very unealy at 
being obliged to reſide with a Lady of 
ſo light a character, and more unhappy 
concerning it, when winter ſet in, as ſhe 
was confined to the houſe, and found her 
ſo frivolous and diſagreeable a companion. 


The tempeſtuous weather and hurri- 
canes of wind were paſt deſcription ter- 
rible !—We were in continual dread. — 
Mrs. Herbert frequently entreated Mr. 
Herbert to leave the place, and encounter 
the danger of the roads, which was al- 
moſt impaſſable, to fix at Caen during the 
remainder of winter. He did not chuſe 
to alter his plan. —The ſtorms had no 
effect on him, and, to confeſs the truth, 
I found he was engaged in a criminal 
amour with Mrs. Nesbit, who, confined 
from other gallants, accepted him—bur 
the was too ignorant and contemptible to 
engage his attention long. — Poſſeſſion 
brought on diſguſt.— While he was at- 
tracted by her, he ſeemed jealous of Count 


de 
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de Blize's viſit, and prevented his ſtaying 

at the caſtle at that period; for the Count ä 
ventured, during the intenſe weather, to 

viſit there. The country people ſay, ſo 


ſevere a ſeaſon has not been known for | 
years. 1 V 
J 

One day that Count de Blize came, he Wt 
found Mrs. Nesbit alone. — I was in an b 
adjoining chamber, and overheard their ir 
converſation, which was as follows: a\ 


Count.—Alone Mrs. Nesbit | Where 
is the amiable Mrs. Herbert? Mrs. N—, 
« amiable Mrs. Herbert;“ ſo you have 
forſook the lively Brunon in turn, for 
the languiſhing Mrs. Herbert! — I am 
pleaſed at your penchant, becauſe it will 
revenge my cauſe, for Mrs. Herbert is 
the moſt prudiſh of all prudes, therefore 
you will never gain poſſeſſion, and had 
better been content with the more willing 
charms of Madame Brunon and me. — 
You are a fad fellow. = Take my word 
for 


© ow i. — 
hed. 3 


A RASH VO W. | 47 


for it, your attempt on Herbert will be 
Vain. 


Count intend no aſſault, Madam. — 
Mrs. Herbert is an accompliſhed woman, 
whoſe character I reſpect and revere. — 
Perhaps I may have been called a liber- 
tine, becauſe I embrace the willing fair ; 
but, believe me, I would rather die than 
inſult a woman of real virtue with the 
avowal of a criminal paſſion. I truly 
eſteem Mrs. Herbert, and could I meet 
with a Lady of ſimilar principles, and a 
perſon fo engaging, I would marry to- 
morrow, and bid adieu to the reſt of 
your ſex, 


O I can recommend you her counter- 
part, Miſs Wyndham, whom it has been 
your 1l]-fortune never yet to ſee, as ſhe 
came here very ſeldom, indeed, before 
Mrs. Herbert's arrival—but then her for- 
une is ſmall.— That's a trifling objection, 


nowever (laughing) as love will compen- 
late for fortune, 


Count, 
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Count. ſhould be very happy to fee 
Mrs. Herbert's counterpart, if ſhe really 
is ſo. 


Mrs. N—. And here is poor me, who 
you once adored, quite neglected— faithj- « 
leſs man . J 

> 


Mr. Herbert entered, and put an end 1 
to reproaches ſhe ſeemed going to make. : 


Soon after this converſation, which ] 
have ſome reaſon to think Mr. Herbert 
overheard, a coolneſs ſucceeded between 
that Lady and ray maſter, and he became 
again affectionate to Mrs, Herbert. A 
few weeks paſſed, when one day, about 
twelve at noon, a violent ſtorm com- 
menced. — Dinner was ſet on table, but 
their terrors were fo great, it was taken 
away untouched. — Night approached ; 
ah! Madam, never may you experience 
the horrors we felt. The caſtle ſhook ſo, 
we began to fear its down-fall.— My Lady, 

terrified, 


— 
ww 
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terrified, threw herſelf on the bed.— far 
trembling by her, and Mr. Herbert en- 
deavoured to calm her fears, though he 
was himſelf apprehenſive of the worſt, 
when a loud crack at the other end of the 
caſtle, and fall of one of the towers, made 
Mrs. Herbert ſtart off the bed. - Mr. 
Neſbit run in with terror in his counte- 
nance. Follow me inſtantly, my friends, 
faid he, we muſt encounter the rage of 
the ſtorm abroad, and fly to Joſeph's cot- 
tage (the gardener's, a quarter of a mile 
diſtant) for I am certain the caſtle will 
be down in a few minutes: I felt the par- 
lour giving way. We inſtantly followed 
him, and, with Mrs. Neſbit and the ſer- 
vants, ran out of the caſtle. The wind 
was ſo high, it was with difiiculty we kept 
our feet; but as our way lay through a 
part of the thick wood, it broke its vio- 
lent effect a little. The depth of ſnow 
made it difficult for us to paſs through it, 
and as we made our eſcape we heard the 
caſtle fall with ſuch a violent cruſh, that 
Vol. II. D almoſt 


co n OS 


almoſt bereaved us of our ſenſes with horror. in 
What a providential eſcape ! Thank God, 
we arrived ſafe at Joſeph's unhurt, who, ¶ te 
with his wife, was croſſing themſclves, v1 
and praying to all the ſaints in the calen- m. 
dar, | an 


My Lady, quite overpowered with fa- his 
tigue, terror, and want of ſuſtenance, MW anc 
ſoon after our arrival, fell into ſtrong hy- 
ſteric fits, and engaged all our attention, 
In about an hour the ſtorm abated, and 


it ſoon ſubſided to a calm night, the 
moon appearing with beautiful pale Iuſtre was 
Mrs. Herbert's fits continued : I luckily wee} 
recollefted at laſt that I had a bottle o her 
hartſhoin in my pocket, and gave he Wh. 
ſome in water. Thus employed, we wereMW1 kn. 
ſurpriſed by the arrival of Count de Blize, 

who reſided about a league diſtant from NM 
the caſtle.—The ſtorm had made him apMWnn t 


prehenfive for its fate. — He had ſent! 
ſervant to adviſe us to quit the caſtle du 
ing the ſtorm, and take ſhelter at Joſeph 
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in the wood. — The ſcrvant was on the 
road, and heard the caſtle fall, which in- 
telligence he communicated to his maſter, 
es; who, in horror at the dreadful news, im- 
en- mediately ſet off with him to ſeek us, 

and if we had eſcaped to offer an aſylum 

at his houſe, ordering the ſervants to bring 
fa · his carriage, if poſſible, to take the Ladies, 
ice, and, however difficult, force its way to 
hy- Joſeph's houſe, where he hoped to find our 


10h tamily. . 


the When the Count entered, Mrs. Herbert 

(tre. was inſenſible, and my maſter actually 
weeping over her, ſaying, I have killed 
her by bringing her to this country : — 
What a vile wretch Jam! — Never ſhall 
| know peace again 


fro My dear friend, ſaid the Count, looking 
n Wn the dreadful ſcene with horror, com- 
ſent Woſe yourſelf. — She will ſoon recover.— 


le du miable, beſt of women, her nerves were 
ſeph 00 delicate to ſuſtain ſuch a ſhock, — 
| D 2 | Good 
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Good Joſeph, inſtantly give me ſome vine-| 
gar,—Joſeph was ſo terrified, he ſcarce 
knew where to look for it.— The Count 
himfelf haſtily ſearched every corner, and 
finding ſome, heated it, and, putting it on 
a white handkerchief, applied it to hefe 
noſe, and bathed her temples wich it.— . 

ſoon had the defired effect.—Shec opened 
her eyes — ſtared wildly around — ther Pai 
burſt into tears, ſaying, Are you ſure, deaf An 
Mr. Herbert is ſafe? (he was ſtanding be me 
hind her.) I am, my love, ſaid he, king 
her hand—but te ſee you thus, rends m 
heart. She fmiled through her tears, 
Ah! ſaid ſhe, faintly, how happy am! 
The effort of ſpeaking overcame her, an 
ſhe again fainted. I informed the Coun 
ſhe had taken no ſuſtenance that day, an 
probably that might retain her in th: 
ek fate, The Count's ſervant ha 
brought ſome rich wine and bilcuits, 


{al 
le 
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ye 
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He then deſired me to mull ſome imm In 
diately for her, which 1 did, and ga 
Fity 2 


her ; it warmed her ſtomach by degred 
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and invigorated her a little. —I then mul- 
led ſome for Mrs. Neſbit and the gentle- 
men—took ſome myſelf, and diſtributed 
more among the ſervants.— We found it 


ren very comfortable after our fatigue and 
neirerror. 


Mrs. Herbert continued very weak an 
ſaint hut her faintings grew leſs frequent, 
and when the carriage arrived the gentle- 
men aſſiſted her into it with Mrs. Neſbit. 
I attended her in the carriage, to ſupport 
er on the ſcat during the ſhort journey. 
The road was extremely rough and broken, 
ſo we were obliged frequently to ſtop, as 
he could not bear the jolting of the chaiſc. 
The gentlemen attended on horſeback. — 


oun | 
7, an At length we arrived at the Count's 
l u bateau, and Mrs. Herbert was inſtantiy 


ut to bed. 


In our fright we had totally forgot a 
poor old woman, who was kept on cha- 
ity at the chateau de Bois, and was con- 
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fined to her bed at the fatal period we 
quitted it. We were all ſhocked at the 
recollection of her—but had ſome hopes, 
as ſhe lay in a ſmall wing of the caſtle 
ſhe might have faved herſelf. — Peaſants 
were ſent immediately to endeavour to 
find her. — They ſoon dug out the unfor- 
tunate woman from the rubbiſh.— Life 
was not quite extinguiſhed ; ſhe languiſh- 
ed that day and expired. The unhappy 
creature could not have lived many days, 
had the dreadful event not happened — 
but our neglect of her was a grief to us; 
yet ſuch was our terror at the time, we 
cannot, I hope, be condemned, or deemed 
culpable for our want of thought. — She 
is releaſed from her affliction in this world 
of ſorrow, and we have perſuaded my 
Lady ſhe eſcaped in time, and died of 


lllneſs. 


The parrot was found chattering on the 
ruins.— His cage had been left open, and 
we ſuppoſe he followed us out. * Poll 


very 
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e very cold,” ſaid he to the peaſants.— They 


cheriſhed, and brought him to his miſtreſs. 


Mrs. Neſbit bore the ſtorm with forti- 
tude, —She was terrified juſt before we 
quitted the houſe — but at Joſeph's cot 
was perfectly recovered, and got in big 
ſpirits: Indeed, I believe ſhe had taken 
ſomething to raiſe her ſpirits before ſhe 
left de Bois. Mrs. Herbert continued for 
a fortnight extremely ill, and had frequent 
faintings.— She is now much better, but 
has violent nervous head-achs, which has 
prevented her writing to you, as any at- 
tention brings them on, and ſhe hoped 
the intelligence of our removal would noc 
have reached your ears. 


The Count has behaved with the ut- 
Moſt reſpect and attention, and Mr. Her- 
bert has conceived the ſincereſt friendſhip 
for him.— My Lady likewiſe frequently 
thanks him for his humane reception of 
2 family in diſtreſs, Mrs. and Miſs 

D 4 Wyndham 
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Wyndham have frequently ſent enquiries 
after Mrs. Herbert, and lamented that 
their cottage was too ſmall to receive her 


and Mr. Herbert. 


Yeſterday Baron d' Aumont came to a 
viſit the Count, in his way. to Caen, n 
where he is going on buſineſs.— He was i 
much ſurpriſed to find Mr. and Mrs. : 
Herbert here, whom he and his Lady had t 
known at Paris, and much eſteemed, — h 
Upon hearing of their misfortune, he po- 1 
litely offered them a houſe, called Petit l 
d'Aumont, about a league and half from #a 
hence. His parents had reſided at it for 2 
many years, he ſaid; it was a ſtrong cl 
building, in good repair, and furniſhed; I1 
but that, as he always reſided at Paris, 25 
or its environs, it had been empty five ry 


years, his Father dying then. He ſhould 2 
take it as a particular favour, he added, 

if they would honour him fo far as to re- 
ſide in it. Mr. Herbert anſwered, if he __ 
would permit him to rent it, he would 
wath 


ard 
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with pleaſure accept the offer, —This the 
Baron refuſed — pleaded friendſhip, and 
che ſervice at would be of to the building, 
if he would occupy it; that if it remained 
empty it would be forgot, and fall in 


time to ruin with many other arguments 


which at laſt gained the victory, and Mr. 
Herbert conſented to dwell in it. The 

aron complimented Mr. and Mrs. Neſ- 
bit (who were ſtrangers to him) by ſaying, 
had there been room for two families he 
ſhould have been glad to have obliged 
them. Though his ſervant told our 


iaques, his Lord was very glad there was 


not room for them, he having taken a 
diſguſt to Mrs. Neſbit from the character 
he had heard of her—and knew from her 
manner ſhe muſt be a very diſagreeable 


companion to a Lady of Mrs. Herbert's 
taſte and ſentiments, 


He has given orders for the beds to be 
aired, and d'Aumont ſet in order, and we 
are ſoon to ſettle there. What will mak 


Ds it 


In of 
it more agreeable to Mrs. Herbert is, 


that it is not much above a league from 


Mrs. Wyndham's. Mr. and Mrs. Nesbit 
have ſtill a habitation to ſeek ; they wiſh 
for one near us, but fear it will be im- 


poſſible to find one. 


I ſhewed Mrs. Herbert your letter, but 
concealed the encloſed. She ordered me 
to return her affectionate thanks for your 
kind enquiry, and inform you ſhe is much 
better, and will write as ſoon as ſhe 
is ſettled at Petit d'Aumont. I have, 
now, Madam, fulfilled your requeſt, and 
hope you will excuſe all defects in this 
epiſtle. 

Jam, Madam, 


7 
— 


Your moſt obliged humble ſervant, 


LUCY SMITH, 


* MRS, 


N 
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MRS. HERBERT, 


TA 
MISS MONTAGUE. 


Petit d' Aumout. 


Y nervous complaint has almoſt 

left me, and I fit down, my dear 

Selinz, to return you thanks for your kind 

anxiety concerning me. The Almighty 

has been peculiarly merciful to us, in per- 

| mitting us to eſcape from a dreadful death. 

Horrid, indeed, it muſt have been to have 

fell amidſt the ruins of the caſtle! My 

gratitude for the Supreme Being's watch- 

ful care can never, oh ! never, be ſuffici- 
ently teſtified. 


Count de Blize's friendſhip and kin 
reception of us will never be obliterat2 i 
from my memory. I was miſtaken ia 
8. D 6 h:3 
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his character, my Selina, and have the 
pleaſure to inform you he 1s worthy our 
eſteem. The gallantries of a ſingle man 
muſt be overlooked. —He has a worthy 
heart, tenderneſs of diſpoſition, and, when 
ſettled in the marriage ſtate, will, I think, 
be every way a moral and reſpectable man, 
We have introduced him to our friends, 
Mrs. and Miſs Wyndham. The latter 
ſeems to have made a deep impreſſion on 
his heart, and ſhe ſeems equally pleated 
with him, ſo that I hope time will mature 


their affection, and render them a happy | 


couple, which will give me great fatis- 
faction. The Count often congratulates 
me on the agreeable. change of my place 
of reſidence, and being now near ſuch 
amiable friends, ſaying, he often lamented 
my confined ſituation during the ſevere 
ſcaſon, as he knew Mrs. Neſbit to be a 
very difagrecable companion for any Lady 
of ſolid and refined ſentiments. — Suck 
characters as hers, ſaid he, muſt diſguſt (with 
a bluſh) and I have often reflected with 

ſurpriſe 


fu 


we 
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nat 
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ſurpriſe on Nesbit's taſte and choice, as 
ſentiment and eſteem is neceſſary to bind 
love, and to eſteem her, I think, is im- 
poſſible. She is frivolous, vain, and a 
compoſition of coquetry and folly. 


Ah! my Sclina, did women of her 
diſpoſition know or conſider the contempt 
they exite in the breaſts of thoſe they haye 
been moſt laviſh of their favours to, they 
would be virtuous, I think, for the plea- 
ſure of retaining their captives—yet how 
weak 1s my argument ! — Coquets only 
would act ſo; but women of ſuch de- 
praved diſpoſitions as Mrs. Neſbit, find 
they think, greater pleaſure in giving 
themſelves up to their libidinous incli- 
nations. 


This houſe is very commodious, well 
ſheltered, and the gardens and grounds 
laid out with elegant taſte. It is a charm- 
ing retreat, my Selina, and I flatter myſelf 
it will ſoon reconcile me to this country, 


We 
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We found every thing in perfect order: 
In the drawing- room is a fine toned harp- 
ſichord, which the Baron obligingly had 
tuned, and requeſted me to uſe as my 
own. There are two vacant bedchambers 
for company, with others for ſervants ; 
and we find the manſion would have been, 
large enough to contain Mr. Nesbit's fa- 
mily : I therefore ſuppoſe the Baron had 
taken a diſlike to them, or perhaps Count 


de Blize hinted to him we ſhould be hap- 


pier without them. Mrs. Nesbit has been 
here to viſit us, and was much our of 
humour at finding Petit d' Aumont larger 
than ſhe expected. She vented her ſpleen 
againſt the Baron, and murmured at her 
unſettled ſituation. 


Count de Blize is juſt come to dinner 
with us; he informs me Mr. Nesbit has 
taken a ſmall cottage four leagues diſ- 
tance from his preſent reſidence, till he 
can meet with one nearer us. I am not 
ſorry for their removal, Spring is arrived 

with 


tin 


wy 
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with freſh charms; the delightful cho- 
riſters warble in the grove, and I have W 
great pleaſure in walking to view the WH 
lovely ſcenes around with Miſs Wynd- 
ham. Bountiful Creator! I adore thee, 
I thank thee, for ſo happy a change. —- 
From reflecting on our late miſery, I 
doubly enjoy this beautiful and ſerene 
retreat! Adieu, my Selina, adieu. 


I remain your moſt affectionate, 


L. HERBERT. 


CHARLES SEY MOUR, ESQ. 
T O 


SIR ORLANDO SELWYN, 


Normandy. 1 


FT ER a ten months conſtant attend- 4 
ance upon men in office, and con- 
tinual ſolicitation in favour of my friend, 
Mr , 1 | 


1. Aer of 

Mr. — (a moſt weariſome and diſa- 
grecable taſk) I at length obtained from 
the Duke of —, my rclation, a place of 
twelve hundred a year for him. Joy took 
poſſeſſion of my ſoul: I had long before 
drermined, if I ſucceeded, to be the 
happy meſſenger myſelf of the agreeable 


intelligence, as I vainly hoped it would 


prove, and immediately, on being ſucceſs- 
ful, ſet out for this place, They had 
been long prepared to expect a viſit from 
me, merely as an excurſion I intended to 
take for my amuſement. 


When I arrived Mr. —— was out, and 
I found Clarinda at a harpſichord in the 
drawing-room. — On hearing ſomebody 
enter (for I would not be announced, as 
I had before ſent a letter to appriſe them 
of my coming, leſt my charmer ſhould 
be too much {ſurpriſed at my ſudden ar- 
rival) ſhe turned her head, and on ſeeing 
me ſtarted up, and running towards me, 
exclaimed, Dear Mr, Seymour, how hap- 


P/ 


* 
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py am ] to ſee you in this country !— Joy 
was viſible on her countenance. My ſud- 
| den entrance put her off her guard, and 
her arms were actually open to receive 
me, as ſhe would have done her dear Se- 
lina; for I am convinced ſhe ſuſpects not 
the extent of her regard for me, and 
places 1t to ſimple friendſhip. Such a 
reception tranſported me; I folded her in 
my arms, and was bleſt with a chaſte ſa- 
lute. How is Lord and Lady Seymour, 
dear Selina, and all our friends? ſaid ſhe, 
with earneſtneſs. They are well, my dear 
Madam, and now flattering themſelves 
with the hope of your ſpeedy return to 
England. 


Ah! my friend, ſaid ſhe, with a ſigh, 
at the ſame time requeſting me to be 
ſeated— ſome years muſt firſt elapſe ; but 
I am now more agrecably ſituated than I 
was, and can ſupport abſence with more 
fortitude. You look thin and pale; I 
tear you have been ill (with tenderneſs.) 

| The 
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The continual anxiety I had undergone, 
and miſery I had endured, on hearing of 
her misfortune and illneſs, with the demo- 
lition of the caſtle ſhe reſided in (which 1 
informed you of in my laſt) perhaps may 
have made ſome alteration in my looks— 
but to find her ſo friendly, nay tender, 
was the moſt ſovereign balm I could re- 
ceive. 


I informed her of my ſucceſs. — She 
was overjoyed.— Oh! Mr. Seymour, ſaid 
ſhe, how can we ever repay you for your 
indefatigable friendſhip; for ſenſible I 
am all your time muſt have been ſpent in 

gaining this favour. 


Your friendſhip, and happy return to 
your friends and country, will be a ſuffi- 
cient payment, ſaid I, kiſſing her lovely 
hand. 


I know, faid ſhe, to a mind like yours, 
the reflection of having done a benevolent 
deed is heart: felt ſatisfaction. 


To 
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To ſerve friends. I ſo dearly regard, ſaid 


1, is indeed a pleaſure.— I believe my eyes 
ſpoke tender things. — She bluſhed, aroſe, 
and ordered me refreſnment. 


Two hours did I paſs alone with her 
the happieſt I ever ſpent in my life, be- 
cauſe I fancied I ſaw a reciprocal tender- 
neſs in her eyes. We talked of our friends 
in England, and her ſpirits were elevated 
with the hopes of returning to them ſoon ; 
mine with the thoughts of reſtoring her 
to Selina, and the idea of ſeeing her often 
at London. 


Mr. —— returned to ſupper, —He re- 
ceived me with joy and friendſhip : I 
congratulated him on the pleaſing intellt- 
gence I brought, and informed him of 
my ſucceſs. It is impoſſible for you to 
conceive, my Orlando, the affliction and 
diſappointment I endured at his anſwer, 
He expreſſed, in warm terms, the obliga- 
ton he was under to me for ſuch an act 


of 
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of friendſhip ; at the ſame time aſſured 
me it gave him pain to mortify me with 
a refuſal of my kind offer. His plan was 
fixed to remain in France; he ſaid his 
reaſon for it was to make Clarinda all the 
reſtitution in his power by laying by mo- 
ney every year; that if he accepted the 
place he conld not complete it—as he muſt 
in England live as he had been accuſtomed 
before—his place would require much at- 
tendance, and he was not fit for it, and he 
muſt in conſequence of it remain longer 
in town than he uſed to do, therefore it 
would be impoſſible for him to lay by 
money. 


The lovely Clarinda joined me in en- 
deavouring to make him alter his mind. 
She faid it would make her happier to 
reſide in England, and if ſhe ſhould be 
ſo unfortunate as to ſurvive him, the re- 
mainder of her fortune would be ſufficient 
for her, as, if it was larger, ſhe ſhould, 
during the remainder of her life, paſs her 

days 
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day; in the country, conſequently a {mail 
income would be ſufficient. I added, he 
might at leaſt fave five hundred a year, — | 
In vain did we argue; this inflexible man 
would not be moved by our entreaties, 
and by his obſtinacy my pleaſing hopes 
were blaſted. Cruel man! he has ren- 
dered me miſerable !—Years muſt they 
reſide here, and, if I exiſt, continually 
muſt I lament the darling of my foul's 


unhappy fate. 


Clarinda ſhed abundance of tears at his 
refuſal. —Why, my dear Mr. -—, faid 
ſhe, will you mortify yourſelf and me by 
a longer reſidence in this country, when 
you have it in your power to return to 


England and be happy. 


Attempt not to move me from the ſet- 
tled purpoſe of my ſoul, anſwered he; a 
retura to England would ſoon terminate 
my life; continual remorſe for the injury 
| have done your fortune would under- 

mine 
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mine my health : Here I can content my- 
ſelf with thinking, if I live, it will be in 
my power to replace the money I have 
raſhly gambled away.—I am doing the 
duty of an honeſt man.— Compoſe youi- 
ſelf, therefore, my love - this ſituation is 
agreeable to you, and we may, if you 
pleaſe, live happy. 


Finding every argument ineffectual, 
we gave up all hopes of ſubduing him, 
and I was compelled to inform the Duke 
of that I found my friend in ſuch a 
bad ſtate of health he could not return 
to England, and as the place required at- 
tendance he mult decline accepting it. 


Thus is all the care and anxiety I en- 
dured in ſoliciting ſuch a favour repaid 
with diſappointment and mortification. 
Oh! my Orlando, it is a ſevere ſtab 
to my peace: — To ſee the amiable 
Clarinda melancholy and dejected racks 
my heart, A violent pain in my head 

incapacitates 
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incapacitates me for writing more at pre- 
ſent; but I will ſoon again take pen in 
hand to inform you of my return to 
England; adieu, 


Yours, &c. 


C. SEYMOUR. 


CHARLES SEYMOUR, 
T O 
1 | SIR ORLANDO SELWYN. 
Paris. 


Intended to have taken leave of my 
f unfortunate friends a few days after I 


d laſt wrote; but their earneſt intreaties 
1. that I would lengthen my viſit, and the 
b 


happineſs I enjoyed in my beloved Cla- 


le rinda's company overpowered my reſolu- 
Ks tion, and I remained with them three 
ad 


months. The miſtreſs of my fondeſt wiſhes 
ſoon 


rs 
ſoon regained her uſual tranquillity of 


mind. It is our duty, my good friend, * 
ſaid ſhe, one day to me, to reſign ourſelves 
to the will of Heaven.—This is a fine - 
plentiful country. — The ſociety of ſuch - 
friends as the Wyndhams cheer my heart, h 
and I find I can be happy here; tell my * 
Selina ſo when you ſce her, and if ſhe and 
Louiſa could favour me with their com- of 

pany next ſummer, I ſhould have nothing 
to wiſh for.“ . 
: | clet) 
Amiable creature! how I adore her for * 

her fortitude! — yet, Orlando, in the 
height of pleaſure I received in her ſo- its 
ciety, my heart felt pangs at the idea ſhe M. 
was not mine, and that I muſt, perhaps, 3 
paſs years without calling her fo according Bi - , 
to my wiſhes. mall 
lolitar 


The two worthy friends which afforded 
her comfort ang: an Engliſh Lady and her I th 
daughter, moſt amiable and beautiful vo- 
men; ſuch a one as, had I not loved Cla- 


rinda, "i 


10a, 
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rinda, would, perhaps, have engaged my 
heart. — She has diſpoſed of hers to a 
neighbouring Count, or I ſhould have 
wiſhed you to ſee her, knowing ſhe would 
have ſuited your taſte, and rendered you 
happy. I hope, however, you will ſoon 
meet with a female to make you com- 
pletely ſo, for you are formed by diſpo- 
ſition for domeſtic felicity. 


Three months ſoon elapſed in ſuch ſo- 
ciety, and I was compelled to take my 
leave. Clarinda ſeemed ſorty at my ap- 
proaching departure, —T ſhall never forget 
your friendſhip, Sir, ſaid ſhe, and though 
Mr. would not accept the honour 
you offered him, he feels ſtrong gratitude 
for your intended kindneſs, Indeed we 


ſhall miſs your company much in this 
ſolitary retreat. 


I thanked her for her friendſhip, and 
was nearly on the point of declaring my 
paſhon ; but I reſtrained myſelf, and 

Vor. II. E ſpoke 


— ad 
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fpoke only of friendſhip. Mr. preſ- 1 
ſed me much to make a longer ſtay, and 10 
viſit them again next ſpring; the latter 5 
invitation I probably may accept. 1 
ſh 
Count acquainted me juſt before 8 
my departure, that he was informed from 
good authority, that Charlotte Herbert | 
and Lord Conway had quarrelled.— She on 
was gone off with an Itahan Marquis, "a 
and his Lordſhip fet out for Paris : [ * 
therefore determined to viſit this place En. 
before my return to England, and endea- and 
vour to make him accompany me. I 3 
am to ſce him this morning, therefore ds. 
will not conclude my letter before our in- 1 
terview has paſſed. * 
ö f ting 
My hopes are cruſhed in the bud.— of & 
This infatuated man has taken an Opera gelle 
girl into keeping, and determines to re- "Phat 
main in this gay city. I tear he will ſoon I mo 
laviſh away his fortune here, and future Mis a b 


miſery will be his lot. Such creatures as 
| her 


her he has taken to his boſom, ſeldom 
leave their gallants while any thing re- 
mains to fleece them of, and are very 
dexterous at diſſipating thouſands in a 
ſhort period. I pity his unfortunate wife, 
who behaves with great propriety, 


She, however, will be ſure of a proviſion, 
as in his fondneſs for her before marriage he 
ſettled eighteen hundred a year on her 
for jointure. To-morrow I ſet off for 
England, diſpirited at my diſappointments, 
and my heart more firmly than ever at- 
tached to an amiable object, that, alas! 
] have very diſtant hopes of enjoying, if 
ever 1t will be my happy lot to call her 
mine. How predominant, how faſcina- 
ting 1s the power of love and ſympathy 
oi ſouls! Neither reaſon, philoſophy, or 
religion, can ſubdue my unfortunate, nay 
criminal, affection - Attempts are vain. 
| more fondly adore her than ever. —Life 
s a burthen, a miſery to me: But that I 

may 
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may not weary you with my complaints, 
I will conclude myſelf - 


Yours, &c. 


$IR ORLANDO SELWYN, a 
T 0 


C. SEYMOUR, ESQ. 


Florence. 


FEW mornings ſince I was much 
ſurpriſed at the ſudden entrance of 

my friend Count d'Almane, who I little 
expected to ſee here. You know he is a 
man of feeling. — His countenance in- 
formed me ſomething had affected him, 
and, after common compliments, he un- 
folded the cauſe of it, I have been wit- 
neſs to a ſcene, ſaid he, that has wounded 
my 
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my ſenſibility, though the object that 
has awakened my compaſſion has, by her 
guilt, partly deſerved her ſufferings. When 
we ſee a fellow creature languiſhing in 
miſery, and oppreſſed by ſickneſs, nay 
expiring, overwhelmed with the horrors 
of conſcience, our hearts muſt be callous 
ipdeed, if we do not extend the hand of 
comfort, and to ſooth their anguiſh, forget 
they have juſtly incurred the puniſhment 
Heaven inflicts on them. 


On my arrival at —'s hotel, being 
fatigued with my journey, I ordered ſome 
refreſhment, and enquired of the landlord 
what company were in the houſe. —He 
anſwered none, and retired. My ſeryant 
then entered, and informed me (knowing 
ny cuſtom of relieving diſtreſt objects) 
5 that, in a wretched apartment adjoining 
m, the ſtables, an Engliſh Lady was expiring, 
n- »ho had been miſtreſs to the Marquis 
t- Varino— that he had caſt her off, and left 
ied her in a ſtrange country to periſh through 
E 3 poverty 
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poverty and ſickneſs. Thinking my pre- 
ſence might diſtreſs her, I ſent La Fleur 
with a trifling preſent, and pꝛomiſe of fu- 
ture relief. She ze queſted the favour of 
a viſit from me, that ſhe might perſonally 
thank me, and requeſt a farther favour. 
Willing to alleviate her ſufferings, I im- 
mediately complied, and found this ema- 
ciated and unfortunate woman on a 
wretched pallet, with a ragged coverlid 
over her, ſcarce large enough to hide her 
expiring frame. 


She thanked me for my humanity, 
on which ſhe v ept, and ſaid, alas! arrived 
too late to reſtore her to health and 
life.— The landlord had behaved to her 
with extreme cruelty ; and, after having 
fold all her cloaths and valuable effeEs, 
had left her in that apartment touſtruggle 
with ſickneſs, and periſh through want : 
But I have deſerved all, ſaid ſhe, that J 
have ſuffered may it become atonement 
tor my guilt ; yet, oh! I meet death with 

LCrFOor 


terror paſt deſcription.— A vicious incli- 
nation induced me to leave my family, 
and go off with a profligate nobleman 
from my own country: — To him I was 
not conſtant.— We quarrelled, and I lived 
with the Marquis Varino, who fickle, and 
fond of varicty, left me with twenty 
pieces only to combat with indigence and 
ſickneſs; for at the time he left me I lay 
ill of a fever, occaſtoned by over- heating 
myſelf at a ball. Illneſs brought on ſe- 
rious reflection.— I wrote to Lord Con- 
way, requeſting him to beſtow his bounty, 
that I might recover my health, and en- 
deavour to get into ſome honeſt method 
of livelihood. — My intention was to re- 
turn to England, and wait on fome Lady, 
for I dared not think of returning to my 
friends, whom I had injured ſo much by 
my vie conduct, 


Lord Conway vouchſafed me an an- 
ſwer— but what an anſwer ? How cruel ! 
How inhuman !—He refuſed his bounty; 


E 4 he 


A RASH V OW. 79 


2 1 
- — 
— — 
2 . 


— bu 
N —— 
nm — - — 


> OC — 
1 — . — — = 
— 1 __—_— — 


—— 12 | — 


\ 


DO — 


20 ILL 'SFFECTS OF 


he left me to periſh in a ſtrange country, 
reproaching me at the ſame time for my 
infidelity to him, and acquainting me 
that I had been the cauſe of my Father's 
ruin; who, to drown remembrance of 
me, had taken to gaming, and Joſt all 
his fortune—concluding with informing 
me, no one knew where he and his wor- 
thy wife were gone. This intelligence 
ves the dart of death; it filled me with 
«morſe and horror,—I had no friend— 
—jntirely amongſt unfeeling ſtrangers.— 


My fever returned, and it threw me into a 


languiſhing ſtate, which, from agony of 
mind, and want of proper neceſſaries, has 
brought me to the gates of the King of 
Jerrors. I laſt night (by chance) heard 
{rom a ſervant, who turned into my apart- 
ment, that Sir Orlando Selwyn 1s at Flo- 
rence.— I am dying, Sir, and before I 
re ſign my laſt breath wiſh to ſee him. — 
Will you honour me ſo far (knowing your 
humanity I treſpaſs on your goodneſs) as 
to requeſt him to viſit me ?—I wiſh, to 
ſpeak with him, 

I promiſed 


you 
atte 
inh. 
hav: 
ſedi 
and, 
whil 


ject 


SI 
did! 
Sir ( 
of M 
my 
brouy 
the re 
Oh! 
crime 
no m 
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I promiſed I would immediately wait on 
you, and doubt not of your acquieſcence 
to her deſire, 


3 By d'Almane's account I gueſſed it-was 
$ your friend's daughter, and immediately 
attended him. What an object! Had the 
| inhuman Conway ſeen her, ſurely it muſt 
have awakened remorſe in his breaſt, He 
ſeduced her from her family and friends, 
and, cruel man ! permitted her to periſh, 
while he is laviſhing thouſands on an ob- 
ject equally culpable, 


* * * 2 r 


She thanked us for the honour we both 
did her. — Pardon the liberty I have taken, 
Sir Orlando, faid ſhe; you are the friend 
of Mr. Seymour, and he is the friend of 
my unhappy Father. — Alas! I have 


the reflection of which rends my heart. 
Oh! may repentance expiate all my 
s crimes. In a few hours, Sir, I ſhall be 
no more, What I have to requeſt of yo 
Es is, 


brought miſery on that dear parent, 
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ie, that you will inform Mr. Seymour of 
my death ; his feeling heart will fix on 
the molt cautious manner of acquainting 
my dear parent of my repentance and 
deceaſe (for I ſuppoſe he knows where his 
retreat 1s ;) but let not my dear Father, 
or the worthy Mrs. Herbert, know of the 
miſery I have endured from ſickneſs and 
penury.—Never may they be acquainted 
with my ſufferings to wound their tender 
hearts. 


She then uttered ſeveral effuſions of 
deſpair, which I endeavourcd to calm by 
hints from Holy Writ. At length, quite 
overpowered with fatigue, ſhe fainted ; 
and as ſhe was too exhauſted to be re- 
moved, we ordered proper coverings for 
her bed ſent a proper perſon to attend 
her—a phyſician, and nouriſhing cordials, 
&c, but attention, nor comforts, could 
prolong her life ; ſhe expired laſt night, 
unploring bleſſings on us with her laſt 
breath 


Thus 


_ 
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Thus died, in the flower of her age, a 
young woman, who (had ſhe continued 
virtuous) might have ſtill lived been a 
comfort to her Father, and gaming, per- 
hape, might not have allured him to ſo 
ſcrious a loſs. I, however, afforded her a 
gleam of comfort, by aſſuring her his af- 
fairs were not fo bad as Lord Conway re- 
preſented them, and would, in a few years, 
be arranged again to his ſatisfaction. In 
ker confeſſion ſhe owned, that IL. ad; 
had perverted her principles in Yorkſhire, 
though the worthy clergyman au his wife 
had endeavoured to fix ſtrict principles 
of virtue and morality in her young mind. 


3 In ſhort, ſaid ſhe, my heart was naturally 
* prone to vice, and before I ever ſaw Lady 
or WI -—, I had ſacrificed all that is valuable 
nd in my ſex to a young furgeon in the vil- 


lage,—He ſoon grew weary of me, and 
our gardener was my next lover, and my 
conſtant night companion till I was intro- 
duced to her Ladyſhip. Mr. Murray, Sir 
Harry Bell, and other gentlemen, then 


E 6 ſucceeded 
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ſucceeded him in my favour till I came 
to London, when Lord Conway addreſſed 
me.—He imagined me innocent, thought 
he had triumphed over my virgin heart, 
and what followed you are acquainted 
with already, 


This unhappy woman's confeſſion un- 
folded a myſtery to me, and you may per- 
ceive, from what I have wrote of the in- 
telligence concerning Mr. H——, which 
ſhe mentioned, that I am well convinced 
Clarinda and Mrs, H are the ſame, 
and that the miſtreſs of your heart, which 
you viſited in Normandy, is actually the 
late unfortunate girl's Mother-in-law, — 
The deceaſed did her ſtrict juſtice, ſhe al- 
lowed her elegant and accompliſhed, and 
perfectly amiable. Be not unhappy, my 
dear Charles, your ſecret ſhall remain 
ſacred with me, and you may as uſual 
write to me of her under the name of Cla- 
rinda. — I pity your unfortunate predi- 
lection, and with you could conquer it, 

# as 
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as you cannot (for I can ſuppoſe it's al- 
moſt impoſſible to eradicate ſo deep- 
rooted an affection) write to me of her, 
if it is any alleviation to your ſorrow. 
Count d'Almane's cafe is ſimilar to yours; 
he ſays neither time or ablence, or any 
effort, can chace the unwelcome intruder 
love from his breaſt. I wiſh not to be 
ſenſible of this tyrannic paſſion, ſince it 
cauſes ſuch miſery to friends I ſo much 
eſteem. —It is indeed, as a certain author 
fays, „Putting our peace af mind in the 
power of another.” Adieu, 


Yours, moſt ſincerely, 


O. SELWYN, 
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MRS. HERBERT, 
T O 


MISS MONTAGUE, 


Petit d' Aumont, 


OUNT d'Blize united his own ten- 

der ſenſibility and friendſhip, in 
complying with Mr. Seymour's requeſt 
of informing us, in a cautious and feeling 
manner, of the pcor unfortunate Char- 
lotte s death, which has plunged my dear 
Mr. Herbert into a deep melancholy. It 
was ſome conſolation, however, amidſt 
our grief, to find ſhe was ſenſible of her 
paſt errors, and that, if the Almighty had 
prolonged her exiſtence, ſhe intended to 
return to England, and endeavour to ex- 
piate for the paſt by her future good con- 
duct: It was likewiſe a comfort to us to 
find ſhe was not diſtreſſed in her finances, 
and 
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znd the humane Sir Orlando and his friend 
ſoothed her pangs in her laſt moments. 
May that Great Being, who governs all 
things, reward them for their kindneſs to 

a poor unhappy girl, who, in a ſtrange 
country, oppreſſed with ſickneſs, and un- 
doubtedly remorſe of conſcience, languiſh- 
ed out her life without the conſolation of 
a laſt bleſſing from her Father! I ſincerely 
lament her fate, and hope ſhe has found 
abſolution from that merciful Deity, who 
has promiſed forgiveneſs to all repentant 
ſinners, and knows the hearts of albiss” 
creatures. ' ih k 


0 


The winter has been very mild, and 
has not deprived us of the company of 
our amiable friends; but this melancholy 
intelligence has ſo much depreſſed our 
ſpirits we cannot at preſent enjoy their 
ſociety, I now more than ever regret Mr, 
Herbert did not accept Mr. Seymour's 
kind propoſal, as in London, in a larger 
| circle, he would not have felt this - blow 
| ſo 
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fo ſeverely. I have propoſed a tour to 
Rouen, or ſome where, by way of chang- 
ing the ſcene for a ſhort time. Count 
de Blize has offered to accompany us, 
and Mr. Herbert promiſes to comply 
with my requeſt in three weeks. We 
have ſuffered much affliction, and I hope 
in future fortune will ſmile on us: It is, 
however, our duty, and neceſſary for our 
peace of mind, to look on the brighteſt 
ſide of futurity, and hope the beſt. The 
deepeſt deſpondence cannot make us frail 
mortals alter the decree of Heaven; it is 
therefore the wiſeſt courſe to reſign to its 
diſpenſations without murmuring. Ah! 
how ſuperior is Chriſtian fortitude to phi- 
loſophic ſtoiciſm; the latter ſinks to a cold, 
unfeeling apathy - the former brings con- 
ſolation with a warm, heart; felt ſatisfaction, 
and hope of ſuture reward. 


On our return from our little tour, 
Clara Wyndham and the Count are to be 
united. — May they enjoy the bliſs they 
deſerve. 

Adieu, 


00 
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Adieu, my dear Selina; pray write 

ſoon. May your days roll on peaceful 
and happy, is the ſincere wiſh of 


Your affectionate, 


L, HERBERT, 


The letter of condolence from Mig 
Montague, and her anſwer to the laſt, are 
omitted, having- nothing intereſting 1n 
them, ; 


MISS MONTAGUE, 
T 0 


MRS, HERBERT. 


T gives me pleaſure to find your little 
tour has had the deſired effect, and 
that Mr. Herbert's grief has ſubſided to a 
calmer remembrance of his unfortunate 
daughter; time only can totally ſubdue 
| his 
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his natural forrow. Your ſpirits being 
now reconciled, I may venture to inform 
you of an event which 1 know will be 
unpleaſing to you. 


Lady Conway in December laſt, hearing 
of her Lord's conduct at Paris, and find- 
ing him incorrigible, determined no longer 
to ſeclude herſelf from the world, and re- 
ſolved to paſs the winter in London. As 
I thought the preſence of myſelf and 
Louiſa might be ſome reſtraint to her 
career of diſſipation, diſagreeable as 1t was 
to us to leave our ſweet retreat, I propoſed 
our accompanying her. This offer, I be- 
lieve, was not altogether agreeable to her 
Ladyſhip, but ſhe accepted it with an af- 
fected pleaſure.—Like a child that has 
long been deprived of its play-things, 
ſhe entered with avidity into every ſcene 
of diſſipation, notwithſtanding our remon- 
ſtrance againſt it, and became in dreſs a 
fave to the viciſſitudes of faſhion, not 
conſidering, when pay-day comes, how 
| low 
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low it will reduce her purſe, for ſhe dreſſes 
in a very expenſive ſtile, and has made 
herſelf ſo conſpicuous by her attire, that 
ſhe now leads the ton, and we have a 
Conway bonnet and a Conway cap.— This 
has ſo much flattered her vanity, that ſhe 
is more attentive to dreſs than ever; and 
as we have no {way over her, we intend to 
leave town to-morrow, and no longer re- 
main a facrifice to a woman who regards 
not the admonitions of ſincere friendſhip. 
She promiſes to return to her houſe near 
us in May, and has given a. vague pro- 
miſe to attend us in June to viſit you, 
which I much doubt her fulfilling ; but 
wiſh ſhe may, as you, perhaps, may have 
more influence over her than we have, and 
hope you can perſuade her to remain with 
you, or near Bath, next winter. This 
paſſion for coquetry and folly abſorbs 
all her amiable qualities, when in the 
vortex of diſſipation ſhe flights her beft 
friends, What an unhappy propenſity ! 


Is 
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Is it not aſtoniſhing that Lady Conway 
_ ſhould again take to her friendſhip the 
woman who at Lord Seymour's uſed her 
ſo ill !—but her folly is uniform, and ſhe 


is quite intimate with Mrs. Monſon, who 


wanted her- to engage Charles Seymour 
in all her parties, -He with prudence de- 
clined attending Lady Conway in public, 
and ſhunned Mrs. Monſon, who, out of 
revenge, reported he viſited her Ladyſhip 
in private - which report reaching his ears, 
to preſerve her reputation, he left town. 
How can Lady Conway be ſo ſtupid to 
her own fame as to countenance ſuch a 
woman.— Indeed, my Laura, I muſt boaſt 
of my couſin, as few young men of faſhion 
are ſo conſiderate, and would ſooner aſſiſt 
in depriving a heedleſs female of her cha- 
racter, than fly to preſerve their name 
from a ſlain. 


Adieu; the time will ſoon approach 
when I ſhall again be bleſt in your dear 
ſociety. 


ſocie 
your 
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ſociety. Louiſa Joins me in every with for 
your happineſs, and I remain 


Your moſt affectionate, 


S. MONTAGUE, 
— —— —_——_——__—__ 
MISS MONTAGUE, 
T- © 
MRS, HERBERT, 
Villa- Burton. 


AD Conway, contrary to our ex- 

pectation, was true to her promiſe, 
and arrived here the latter end of laſt 
month. She intends ſetting out with us 
in a few days for Petit d' Aumont, where 
ſhe ſays ſhe will ſtay till the firſt week in 
September, at which time ſhe 1s under an 
ar WW engagement to meet a party of friends at 
y. Paris. Thoughtleſs woman! to throw 
herſelf 


tarily approaching a ſerpent to ſting her. 
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herſelf in the way of her huſband, and be 
a witneſs to his fondneſs for an infamous 
courtezan. A heart ſo incorrigible as his 
ſhe cannot hope to regain, and if ſhe has 
any dormant regard for him, the fight of 
his Lordſhip muſt awaken it, and prove a 
freſh ſtab to her peace. It is like volun- 


My hopes of alluring her purpoſe-are now 


founded on that influence you hold over 
her, which, I flatter myſelf, with our united . 


endeavours, will bring her to reaſon. As term 
her Ladyſhip is to be of our party, Charles, gay 
for obvious reaſons, declines attending us, liſten 
and will not viſit you this ſummer. Adicu, unne, 
we ſhall ſoon meet. undo 
there 

Yours, ſincerely, riod h 

her cl 

s. MONTAGUE, Ml vec 
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MISS MONTAGUE, 


TO 
CHARLES SEYMOUR, ESQ. 
Paris. 


AURA's eloquence was inſufficient 

to bend Lady Conway's ſettled de- 
termination of paſſing two months in this 
gay city; when, finding ſhe would not 
liſten to our admonitions, I thought it 
unneceſſary to attend her, as ſhe would 
undoubtedly purſue her own humour 
there in ſpite of my preſence, At the pe- 
riod her woman was actually packing up 
her cloaths for her departure, an expreſ; 
arrived with melancholy tidings. He had 
{ought her Ladyſhip in England, and fol- 
lowed her to Normandy, Lord Conway 
was dying with ſeveral wounds he received 
in a duel from a gallant of Madame Va- 


1 Ivis, 
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lois, and a friend of his wrote a few lines, 
by his Lordſhip's deſire, to requeſt her 
to forgive his paſt treatment, and perſon- 
ally confirm his pardon, as he could not 
long exiſt. . This intelligence awakened 
he tenderneſs. She; was much afflicted, 
and entreated Louiſa and I would attend 
her to Paris, In her ſituation it would 
have been cruel to refuſe. We ſympa- 
thiled with her juſt grief, and ſet out with 
her immediately for this place, ſhe having 
firſt ſent off an expreſs with a letter, aſ- 
ſuring him of her forgiveneſs, adding, ſhe 
would be with him almoſt as ſoon as the 
meſſenger. Upon our arrival Monſieur 
de Pont acquainted us his Lordſhip ex- 
pired an hour before; that he had received 
her letter, which gave him great ſatis- 
faction, and he flattered himſelf he ſhould 
live to ſee her; but ſudden convulſions 
ſeized him, and terminated his life. 


His Lordſhip's ſudden exit has extin- 
guiſhed all her gaiety, and ſhe is in a 
very 
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very languiſhing ſtate from the ſhock it 
has occaſioned. The body is to be ſent 
to the family vault, and, as ſoon as her 
health will permit, ſhe propoſes returning 
with us to England, and paſs her year of 
mourning at the grove. The friends ſhe 
was to meet here ſhe would not ſee ; it 
was Mrs. Monſon and a party. I imagine 
you will now think it too late in the year 
for an excurſion to Petit d'Aumont, — 
Our friends there are well, and the Count 
and Counteſs de Blize, with Mrs. Wynd- 
ham, make Laura happy by their friend- 
ſhip. TI ſhall not expect to hear from you 
till I return to Villa Burton. Louiſa joins 
me in wiſhes for your felicity, I am, my 
good coulin, 


Your affectionate kinſwoman, 


S, MONTAGUE, 


1. 


iy Vor. II. F Miss 
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of a 
Villa Burton, the 
E are, thank God, all ſafe arrived effort 
at this place, my dear Laura; N 
Lady Conway continues in deep afffiction 4 q 
at the loſs of her Lord. — His unkind- Ie be 
neſs is eraſed from her memory, and ſhe As m 
reflects only with bitter regret on the * 
ſoon a, 


time ſhe lived happy in his affection | 
could not have thought, gay as ſhe was 
become again, her Ladyſhip would { 
ſenſibly have ſuffered from his death, — 
She ſeverely condemns her own condud 
before he quitted her, and now imagincs, 
had ſhe acted with more prudence he 
would not have foiſaken her; that ſhe 
ſenſible of her error I am pleaſed to find 
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as J hope it will influence her future con- 
duct; but, alas! the unhappy Lord Con- 
way was, I fear, too great a libertine 
at heart to have remained conſtant to 
any wife, however prudently rigid her 
conduct ; yet it is natural, when death 
diſſolves a union, to forget the paſt follies 
of a beloved object, and recolle& only 
the pleaſing part of their character. Our 
efforts to amuſe her Ladyſhip at preſent 
are vain. She 1s almoſt continually weep- 
ing, and will ſeldom be perſuaded to take 
the benefit of air neceſſary for her health. 
As my time is totally engroſſed by her, 
you muſt excuſe this ſhort epiſtle. I will 
loon again reſume my pen. 


Yours, ſincerely, 


S. MONTACUE, 
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here, —All that is wanting to complete my WW 0 
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calm ſucceeds. —The ſun glitters on the 
boſom of the deep, and cheers the late 
gloom. —Such is the variable ſtate of hu- 
man life, which is chequered in turns by 
ſtorms of misfortune, and returning calms 


and peace; at leaſt fo I have hitherto 


found it. 


Mr. Seymour lefc us yeſterday. He is 
to meet a friend at Avignon, and proceed 
with him on a tour through Italy ; they 
think of paſſing the winter at Rome, and 
will call of us next ſummer in their re- 
turn to England. Mr. Seymour was la- 
menting that he ſhould not be ſo fortunate 
as to ſee his friend Sir Orlando, who, by 
a letter he received from him a week ſince, 
informed him he was returning to Eng- 
land, and ſhould viſit his eſtate in Somer- 
ſethire. Your couſin has rote to him, 
and encloſed a line to you by way of in- 
troduction, as his ſeat it ſeems is not ten 
miles diſtant from you. You may be 
lure he has commended you highly: 1 

F 3 would 


ö e 


would rally you on the ſubje&, but that! 
know it is your fixed reſolution to remain 


ſingle. 


I am glad to hear Lady Conway has 
emerged from the deep grief ſhe has ſo 
long cheriſhed. —Her year of mourning is 
almoſt expired. hope in future ſhe will 
act with prudence, — Preſent my kind love 
to her and Louiſa, | 


; with 

Yours, affectionately, i 
Lad) 

L. HERBERT. ways 
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SIR ORLANDO SELWYN, 


T0 
CHARLES SEYMOUR, ESQ. 
Selwyn-Place. 


OUR letter has introduced me into 
delightful ſociety. — I am charmed 


with your couſin and Louiſa.— ] ſincerely 
eſteem, but I adore the all-enchanting 


Lady Conway. My determination of al- 
ways repelling the ſhafts of the little 
miſchievous deity, Cupid, was vain; 


e For love does human policy deſpiſe, 
Aud laughs at all the counſels of the wiſe.” 


The firſt ſight of Harriot cauſed new 
and powerful emotions at my heart, and I 
find it 1s in her power to render my fu- 
ture deſtiny happy or miſerable. Her 

F 4 mourning 
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mourning habit, which ſhe is foon to 
throw aſide, and the languor of her coun- 
tenance from frot having intirely ſubdued 
her ſorrow for a late worthleſs object to 
me, gave her additional charms ; but 
when her natural vivacity burſts forth, 
and her eyes ſhine with chearful brilliancy, 
I, ike Cymon, ſtand gazing in ſilent and 
rapturous aſtoniſhment. How could you 
write to me with cool indifference of one 
of the moſt lovely of women ? — How 
could. you once rect her? But I forget, 
your heart was enſlaved. Such a huſband 
as Lord Conway might occalion her to 
practiſe coquetry, in hopes of retaining 
his heart. To one ſenſible of her worth, 
I make no doubt ſhe would have acted 
otherwiſe.—After his deſertion, did ſhe 
not behave with the ſtricteſt propriety ? 
Ah! Charles, you muſt not in future 
ſpeak the leaſt Nighting word of her. —1 
feel I cannot bear it, even from you. As 
ſoon as her mourning is expired I in- 
tend to make known my paſſion.— If ſhe 

rejects 


A RASH VO W. 10g 
rejects me I ſhall be wretched as yourſelf, 
I now have a clearer conception of your 
ſufferings, which muſt be great, the object 
of your love being in her preſent ſituation. 


As I wiſh to give you the ſtate of my 
heart, in return for your friendly confeſ- 
fon and candour to me, I ſhall encloſe 
this to Count B— at Turin; and if you 
have left that place, requeſt him to for- 
ward it to you. Write to me ſoon, and 
approve my choice ; it will find me at 
Selwyn-Place. , 


Your ſincere and affectionate 


O. SELWYN, 


; F 5 CHARLES 
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—— OCR Ann no on 


CHARLES SEYMOUR, ESQ. 


0 


SIR ORLANDO SELWYN, 


Turin. 


AM fo well aſſured of the powerful 
effects of love on hearts like yours, 
that I am convinced a predilection once 
indulged can never be eradicated. You 
tell me to approve of your paſſion ; 1 
wiſh I could, Orlando. Harriot is hand- 
ſome, accompliſhed, and has ſeveral ami- 
able endowments of mind,— All I fear on 
account of your happineſs, is her natural 
propenſity to coquetry and love of diſſi- 
pation, —If you can, by your wiſe coun- 
ſels, conquer thoſe foibles, ſhe will prove 
an amiable partner for life. I could wiſh 
you would not be too ſudden in your de- 
claration, but let her paſs one winter in 
town; 
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town; you would then be a better judge 
whether ſhe will prove conducive to your fe- 
licity. A woman of a more ſerious diſpoſi- 
tion would have better ſuited yours: How- 
ever, I ſuppoſe my advice will be rejected, 
for head-ſtrong paſſion makes us blind to 
the faults of thoſe we love ;—yet, anxious 
as I am for your future felicity, I could 
not avoid offering my real ſentiments con- 
cerning your choice, I have done what 
I thought the duty of friendſhip. Lou 
muſt pardon me ; henceforward I ſhall ſay 
nothing more of her faults, and leave you 
to act as you judge beſt for your own 
happineſs. We are now ſetting out for 
Rome, where I hope to receive a letter 
from you in anſwer to this, and informa- 
tion concerning your future intention. 


I remain, dear Orlando, 


Yours, &c. 


C. SEYMOURB. 
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— — j. — — 
Miss MONTAGUE, 
TS. 


MRS. HERBERT. 


Villa- Burton. 


TN a former letter I acquainted you we 
received great pleaſure in the ſociety of 
Charles's friend, Sir Orlando. Selwyn. — 
His worth, in my eſtimation, 1s ſuperior to 
my couſin's, as I have been informed, 
from intimate friends of both, -that the 
| Baronet does not indulge himſelf in illicit 
amours, which is a rare example in a 
young man of rank in this age, who do 
not regard virtue like heroes in days of 
chivalry.— Charles, I find by the Lady of 
this friend to both, is ſometimes frail 
enough to enjoy © tranſient connections 
with our ſex, which, in my opinion, how- 
ever cuſtomary, leſſens his other good 
| qualities, 


at pre 
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ing hi 
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qualities, and renders him unworthy a 
virtuous woman's love; — but if every 
virtuous woman was to think ſo, very few 
marriages, indeed, would happen. — As a 
Sir Orlando is a phcenix, an old maid may 
be allowed to be thus rigid. 


Lady Conway has it now in her power 
to be completely happy. — Sir Orlando 
has offered her his hand. — She has ac- 
cepted it, and I hope will forget her fol- 
lies, and beſtow on him the happineſs he 
deſerves. They are to be married in a 
fortnight's time. Charles is much dif. 
pleaſed at his friend's choice. He writes 
to me it is impoti:ble he ſhould be happy 
with her. — He is of a tender, domeſtic 
diſpoſition, ſhe gay ari$coquetiſh ;—but 
I flatter myſelf her loye for him, which is 
at preſent unbounded, will make her in- 


ſenſible to any pleaſure but that of repaygs 
ing his tenderneſs. His ſentiments acc 


with yours, that I think he will have in- 
fluence over her conduct. — When you 


know 


| 
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know him, I think, from ſympathy of fen- 
timent, you will yield him your friend- 


ſhip. 
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We are all buſtle in preparing for this 


haſty wedding, therefore I muſt conclude 


myſelf, 
Yours, affectionately, 


S. MONTAGUE, 
Pd 


— — AT] 


MRS. HERBERT, 
3 
LADY CONWAY. 


Petit q Aumont. 


SI T down, my dear Harriot, to con- 
gratulate you on your union with a 
gentleman, whoſe amiable character pro- 
miſes. you as perfect felicity as can be felt 
in this life. May you for ſeries of years 
enjoy 
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enjoy that felicity, till you both together, 
exhauſted by age, drop into a happy ely- 
fium. With ſuch a companion home will 
be delightful to you, and toniſh ſociety be- 
come diſguſting ; for what 1s the admira- 
tion of coxcombs but nonſenſe, compared 
to the endearing tenderneſs and improving 
converſation of a man of ſenſe and true 
worth, Forgive this hint from a friend, 
who fears the livelineſs of your diſpoſition 
betraying you again into diſſipation. — 
Liſten not to thoſe women of faſhion who 
would enſnare you. What they call friegd- 
ſhip is the allurement of a falſe friend 
to draw you from real happineſs. Reflect 
on the paſt, and you will own diſſipation 
always left a diſſatisfaction and vacuum at 
heart. Preſent my proper compliments 
on the occaſion to Sir Orlando, whoſe 
character I eſteem, and believe me your 
very ſincere and affectionate friend, 


L. HERBERT. 


SIR 
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SIR ORLANDO SELWYN, 
T o 
c. SEYMOUR, ESQ. 


AM bleſt paſt deſcription. — The 

lovely Harriot is mine, now diveſted 
of every inclination to coquetry. She 
ſhewed me a letter from your Clarinda, 
wrote with the pen and heart of an angel. 
I am very glad I ſaw her not before my 
adorable Harriot, as with ſuch ſenſibility 
and elegant perſon (which every one al- 
low her to have) I ſhould certainly have 
become your rival, and conſequently have 
been wretched, We intend ſoon to go 
to London for the winter. I am ſorry 
you do not come for ſome months to be 
witneſs of my felicity, and ſincerely wiſh 
you equally happy. Adieu, my dear 
Charles, 

Yours, &c. 


O. SELWYN 
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SIR ORLANDO SELWYN, 


TO 


MISS MONTAGUE, 


Portman-Square. 


* ILL you excuſe the effuſion of a 
diſtreſſed mind, amiable Miſs 
Montague? My Harriot, ſwayed by her 
miſnamed friends, Lady Almeria and the 
unprincipled Mrs. Monſon, has entered 
into the vortex of diſſipation. She re- 
gards not my tender admonitions, and 
dreſſes to allure thoſe coxcombs, Who 
hover about married women to make 
them contemptible and infamous. My 
peace is wounded - my heart almoſt break- 
ing. Thus aMicted, J take the liberty, 
ſenſible of your friendſhip and goodneſs 
of diſpoſition, to requeſt, if your health 
will permit, you vill make us a viſit, 
by having 


ts FLU EFFECTS OF | 
having hopes your prudent counſel will 
again reſtore her to herſ-If and me. If 
you will honour us with your company, 
let it not be known to her Ladyſhip the 
requeſt came from me. Her conduct will 
ſoon give you an opportunity of reproving 
her. Though I mentioned not the ami- 
able Miſs Godfrey, I flatter myſelf ſhe 
will accompany you, and that your united 
endeavours will reſtore , me to happineſs. 
Buſineſs in London may be your plea, my 
worthy friend, and I ſhall hope ſoon to 


hear from Harriot that you intend me a 
viſit. 


I remain, with reſpect and eſteem, 
Dear Madam, 

Your (at preſent) afflicted friend, 
And humble ſervant, 


O. SELWYN, 


MISS 


f 


A RASH,VOW. 116 


———— 
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MISS MONTAGUE, 
T 0 
MISS GODFREY. 


Poriman-Square. 


Y ſudden arrival much ſurpriſed 

Lady Conway; I alledged buſinefs 
as the cauſe, and ſhe ſeemed ſatisfied it 
was ſo. Sir Orlando 1s grown pale and 
thin, which gave me much concern to 
ſee; but I noticed it not to her Ladyſhip, 
leſt it ſhould alter her mode of living, 
and not afford me an opportunity to ex- 
patiate on her conduct. A few days gave 


me that opportunity. Three nights ſuc- 


ceſſively ſhe ſtaid out till four in the 
morning, while the worthy and much- 
afflicted Baronet traverſed his chamber in 
agony; for ſhe would not ſuffer him to 
attend her, as ſhe knows he hates late 

05 hours. 
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hours.—To the reſt of her follies ſhe has 


taken a paſſion for gaming, as it is the 
reigning faſhion, which is more dangerous 


to her health and honour than her other 
. 7 
propenſities. 


Lady Almeria called yeſterday morning, 
or rather mid-day, and condoled with her 
on her loſs the night before. I aſked what 
that was? — Oh! only five hundred 
pounds, ſaid her gay Ladyſhip. Harriot 
was diſpirited, and her looks were hag- 
gard and wan from want of natural reſt. 
When alone with her I began with my 
admonition, and pointed out the danger 
and ill effects of the diſſipated life ſhe led, 
remarking how vexation, from her con- 


duct, had prejudiced the health of one of 


the beſt and tendereſt of huſbands ;—that 


if ſhe no longer regarded him, at leaſt a 
concern for her own health and fame, 
ought to ſway her to lead a more regular 
life. I preſented her a pocket-glaſs, and 
bid her obſerve how late hours had di- 


miniſhed 


A see 


miniſhed her beauty, and which in time, 
if purſued, would totally deſtroy it. The 
loſs of beauty, I ſaid, might leſſen Sir Or- 
lando's affection for her, and, what per- 
haps ſhe valued more, make her loſe the 
admiration of thoſe men ſhe ſo much 
wiſhed to retain in her chains. Criminal 
as ſuch a deſire was in her, I bid her 
conſider, that when ſhe had loſt her health, 
and was ſinking on a bed of ſickneſs, and 
approaching diſſolution, it would be too 
late to retrieve the happineſs ſhe had 


thrown away by her own folly ; and that 


then ſhe would not have the comfort of a 
heart-felt ſatisfaction reſulting from recti- 
tude of conduct. 


She ſtarted. — © I proteſt you terrify 
me.—Lord ! I do nothing but what all 
women of faſhion do—one cannot enter 


ſociety without play, and that cauſes late 
hours.“ 


Erroneous examples are not to be fol- 
lowed, my dear Harriot.— Many women 
of 
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of faſhion are unfaithful to their huſbands 
bed—and the cauſe frequently proceeds 
from gaming.—They firſt loſe large ſums 
- to the man who is waiting to ſeduce them, 
and then fear making it known to their 
true friends, ſacrifice their honour. — Gay 
men have always hopes of ſucceſs with 


female gameſters. 


You are rigid, indeed, ſaid ſhe, almoſt 
angry ; but do you really think my per- 
ſon altered ? 


I found the ide: of her beauty's di- 
miniſhing had more effect on her than any 
other thing I had ſaid. On that I reſted 
my hopes. I told her I was much ſur- 
priſed with the alteration of her face when 
I firſt arrived. Her eyes were ſunk and 
languid, and, though by the aid of rouge 
ſhe ſupplied the loſs of natural bloom, it 
could not conceal the haggardneſs of her 
countenance, which ſhe meaned to hide ; 
and that, as ſhe had a cough on her, I 
thought it threatened a conſumption, 


This 


G. 
ſo 


This produced ſome real terror on her 
mind. She ſurveyed herſelf in the glaſs, 


ſo? 


I anſwered I did. 


She wept ; you are cruel, but I know 
you do it out of kindneſs.— ] will go to 


Selwyn-Place, there I ſhall recover my 
health. 


If you regard your own welfare, ſaid I, 
coolly, you will. 


Sir Orlando entered.—Her heart was 
ſoftened. She took his hand. My dear 
Orlando, ſaid ſhe, I wiſh for country air. 


Will it be convenient to you to go to 


Selwyn-Place ? 


His eyes ſparkled with pleaſure. —You 
know, my love, ſaid he, your will is law 
to me.] will attend you when you pleaſe, 

| It 


Good God! ſaid ſhe, do you really think 
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It was then agreed we ſhould ſet out next 
week. 


Lady Almeria called in the evening, 
and was ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at this 
ſudden reſolution. — “ What leave town 


before the Ranelagh ſeaſon is over?“ 


My health requires it, anſwered her 
Ladyſhip, with a ſigh.—-I am quite ill; 
late hours diſagree with me, 


Lady Almeria ſeemed diſpleaſed, and 
took a haſty leave. — Lady Conway then 
retired to write letters, 

* 

I was left alone with the worthy Sir 
Orlando.—He was warm in effuſions of 
gratitude for the happineſs I had conferred 
on him.—Ah ! was his Lady but ſenſible 
of his value, ſhe would never give him 
a moment's pain, Had our dear Laura 
been bleſt with ſuch a huſband, two mor- 
tals would have been truly bleſt! Were 

people 
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people more cautious in entering the mar- (| 


riage ſtate, and firſt ſeriouſly conſult each 
others diſpoſition, and whether their ſouls ' 
ſympathiſed, and their opinions were in 
uniſon, there would be more happy cou- 
ples. Undoubtedly it is decreed' other- 
wiſe by Heaven ; for it is not in this life 
we are to be truly happy; it is a ſtate of 
trial, and inconſiſtent with perfect felicity. 
Adieu, dear Louiſa, we ſhall ſoon meet. 


Yours, affectionately, 


S, MONTAGUE, 


—ͤ—ñÿä — r IIA oe mnnm—_— 
MRS. HERBERT, 
TS 


MISS MONTAGUE, 


: Petit d Aumiant, 

* gives me plea fe to find the ami- 
able Sir Orlando's peace of mind is 

II. G * r<ſtored, 


11er oe 


reſtored, and that Harriot now behaves 
with propriety; he deſerves a happier fate, 
for his life with her muſt be chequered. 
Pleaſure is ſo interwoven in her diſpoſi- 
tion, that never, my Selina, during life, 
will ſhe refrain at periods (by which! 
mean her returns to. London) from diſſi- 
pation. It is an unhappy propenſity to 
herſelf and the moſt worthy of men—age 
only can vanquiſh it. 


Mr. Seymour has been here a fortnight; 
he leaves us next month, and will viſit 
Sir Orlando and you before he returns 
home, ag his parents are abſent on a tour, 
and will not be there to receive him. He 
has informed me you have purchaſed a 
lottery ticket for him.—Mr. Herbert will 
not turn adventurer, but I have agreed to 
run the chance of two tickets with him; 
be ſo obliging, therefore, as to purchaſe 
two more on the receipt of this, and pre- 
ſerve them for him, as they are to be 
lodged in his hands, in hopes of te- 


ceiving 
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ceiving ſome profit. The one already 


purchaſed keep ſeparate, as that is his- 
own trial of fortune's favor. 


Mr. and Mrs. Neſbit ſtill remain diſ- 
contented at their cottage. They have 
been to paſs a few days here, and much 
regret our ſeparation—but I muſt confeſs 
am much happier without them. * 


The beauties of nature raiſe my admi- 
ration of that Being who creates all things, 
when I inſpect the lovely flowers! | 


Each vivid tint appears ſublime, 
And proves the Maker is divine ! 
Not all the pow'r of human art 
Con mimic true one glowing part. 
Fointly does paintings hue expreſs 
The violet in nature's dreſs ; 

Or variegated tulip ſhew, 
Compared to nature's vivid glam. 
Nature alone appears ſublime, 

And proves the Author is divine. 


G 2 Our 
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Our hearts it raiſes high t0 [Teau'n, 
With grateful thanks jor Counties giv'n. 
The little ſongſters rf the grove, 

The lowing herds, the cooing dove, 
The Jun in all its glorious force, 

The lucid orb in monthly courſe, 

The glitt'ring worlds which ſhine at night, 
Aſtronomers ſupreme delight, 

All, All, in turn, appear ſublime, 

All ftrongly prove the Hand divine ! 


A 
It is impoſſible there could have been 7 
| | ou 
ſuch a wretch as an atheiſt, my Selina ! het 
. a )e10 
Conceit, a vain delire to appear wiſer 
. : NOT ; 
than the reſt of mankind, may have in- 
5 mom 
cited ſome men to falſely announce them- 6 
— _ ; Orin 
ſelves ſo; but a philoſopher, who in- 
: Teh 
ſpected into the wonders of nature, could 
never internally be of that opinion ; he 
Ch 
muſt have felt the power of Omnipotence, 


he had 
. 


plcaſu 
nance. 


at leaſt in his dying moments, with horror, 
Adieu. I remain, 


Yours, ſincerely, 


L. HERBERT, 


EXP = > 


MISS MONTAGUE, 
3 
MISS GODFREY, 


Villa Burton. 


A TRULY virtuous paſſion is al- 
ways generous and friendly, my 
Louiſa, and ſecks the welfare of the object 
beloved—example now proves it.— I will 
not aſk you to be ſecret, ſince in affairs of. 
moment you have ſworn to ſcal what I in- 
form you of, and the following intelligence 
requires it. 


Charles Seymour arrived this morning; 
he had travelled hard, looked fatigued ; but 
p'-2/ure was lighted upon his counte- 
Hnäncè. 


G 3 I will 
ERT, 


— 1 — —— 
—ͤä — 
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As ſoon as we were alone he fell at my 
feet.—It is in your power, Selina, ſaid he, 
to render me happy. Let me conjure 
you to be ſecret concerning —. 


He was confuſed, embarraſſed, and un- 
able to proceed 


1 will be dumb, faid I, ſmiling—yet I 


know not why you ſhould deprive me of 


the gift of ſpeech. 


By degrees he became capable of giving 
his words utterance ; the ſubſtance of his 


converſation was = that the two tickets [ 


had purchaſed for him and LI aura were 
come up blanks—his own ten thouſand 
pounds. His ardent petition was, ſince 
for him I had unfortunately been ac- 
quainted with - the number of his own 
ticket, J would conceal it from the whole 
world, and permit him to aſſure Laura it 
was part of her property.—The moncy 


was uſeleſs to him ; — it would reſtore 
Mr. 


Deſtr 
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Mr. Herbert to his friends and country, 
and be a pleaſure to his adorable Laura, for 
whom he could ſacrifice his life.— The vile 
droſs to him was nothin” ; he wiſhed ſhe 
would accept the whole, but he knew ſuch 
in offer would be indelicate and offend : 
In ſhort, he perſuad-d me he acted right 
and nobly, and I immediately wrote to 
acquaint. my friend of her good fortune 


and (ſuppoſed) ſucceſs. She can have 


no ſuſpicion, as ſhe never was acquainted . 
of the numbers ſhe had a chance in. I 
ſhall expect you home next week. — Tell 
Mrs, Smith I ſhall expect her likewiſe. 


Yours, affectionately, 


8. MONTAGUE, 


Deſtroy this as ſoon as read, my Louiſa, 


for obvious reaſons. 


G 4 MRS, 
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MRS. HERBERT, 


T Oo 


' MISS MONTAGUE, 


Petit dq Aumont. 


HE intelligence of my unexpected 

ſucceſs in the lottery has intoxicated 
Mr. Herbert with joy, by which I find 
his reſidence here was very diſagreeable 
to him, though he concealed it, and ap- 
peared ſatisfied. You will now, my dear 
Laura, ſaid he, be poſſeſſed of a fortune 
equal to your original one, and I ſhall die 


in peace in my own country, as my vow ' 


will prevent my ever gaming again. 


How fickle is the diſpoſition of human 
nature! and how habit reconciles us to 
what we once diſhked ! Five years ſince 
I came to this country contrary to my 

inclination, 


— CÞ — 


I, 
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inclination, and was very wretched. This 
charming retreat ſoon made me ſatisfied 
with my ſituation.— Our days continued 
to glide on in peace.—Mr. Herbert's af- 
ſection and tenderneſs made me happy, 
and I muſt own I ſhall leave Normandy 
with regret, thankful, as I ought to be, 


to Providence for its bounty to me. We 


arc ſoon to quit this delightful ſpot. — The 
Count and Counteſs de Blize accompany 
us, as they have ſome affairs to ſettle con- 
cerning her fortune. 1 muit trouble you 
to write to Mrs. Brown, and bid her pre- 
pare Brook-Street houſe for our reception. 
Alter fo long a ſeparation, I hope you wall 
not refuſe my requeſt of meeting me there 
with Louiſa. Count de Blize has wrote 
to Mr, Seymour to take a furniſhed houſe 
for them as near us as poſſible, that 
we may enjoy their ſocicty conſtantly du- 
ring their ſtay in England. 


That Lady Selwin has again emerged 


into a faſhionable life does not ſurpriſe 


6 5 me, 
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me. Lour kind admonition, I hope, will 


again influence her, and ſhe will retire 
ſoon to Selwyn Lodge. 


Mr. Herbert bids me add, it will give 


him additional pleaſure to meet you on 


his arrival in London. Adieu. 


Yours, fincerely, 
L. HERBERT, 
— —— 
MISS MONTAGUE, 
P-0 
MISS GODFREY, 


Brook-Street. 


HEY are arrived, my Louiſa; I 
apologized for your abſence, by aſ- 
ſuring them Mrs. Smith's illneſs deprived 


'you of the happineſs of meeting them ; 
2 they 


the) 
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got 
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they were ſorry for the cauſe. Had you 
ſeen Charles's joyful countenance at re- 
ceiving Laura, you could never have for- 
got it. He appeared to me like the angel 
of benevolence rewarded by the apparent 
happineſs he had beſtowed on Mr. Her- 
bert and my friend. Mr. Herbert is all 
ſpirits and gaiety.— His wife ſeemingly 
content, which was a ſufficient ſatisfaction 
to the generous Seymour. I have not 
time at preſent to ſay more—but will ſoon 
write journalwiſe. 


Yours, &c, 


S. MONTAGUE, 


Menne er 


— ————— 
MISS MONTAGUE, 
T O 
MISS GODFREY. 
Brook-Street. 


| BMORSE often attends the beſt mean- 
ing actions. —- I thought Charles's 
beneVolence would have conduced to my 


amiable Laura's complete felicity, as well 


as Mr. Herbert's, —Perhaps it has confer- 
red happineſs on him; but, alas! J fear 
it will oon again deprive her of peace. 


Herbert I find again viſits the infamous 
Delville, conſequently his affection for 
Lawraizwill ſoon ſubſide to its former 
coolneſs, How ſeverely I now lament 
being over-perſuaded by Charles, as at 
Petit d'Aumont the was happy in her 


huſband's affection, and contented with 


her lot. It vas in my power then to have 
p:eventcd 
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prevented her return, and, perhaps, pre- 
ſerved her from future mifery. Now it is 
too late to attempt it.— I dare not confeſs 
the truth; it would render Laura unhap- 
py from weight of obligation, eſpecially 
from an object ſhe knows influenced by a 
paſſion for her, and her unworthy part- 


ner, naturally inclined to jealouſy, would 


have ſome reaſon of ſuſpicion. I have 
talked on the ſubject with Charles. —He 
is unhappy at Herbert's again viſiting his 
miſtreſs but with reaſon intreats me to be 
filent. Never, never again, my Louiſa, 
will J intermeddle in affairs of ſuch ſerious 
conſequence, —Pity my diftreſs of mind, 
for I never before experienced ſuch un- 
happy ſenſations ariſing from an action I 
thought laudable. Mr. Herbert is gone 
for a few days to Elm Wood, and we ar- 
tend Count and Counteſs de Blize to all 
public places. Lady Selwin, to oblige 
Sir Orlando, now only viſits Mrs. Mon- 
{on at diftant periods; but is (unhappily) 
ſtill addicted to lats hours and gaming, 

| though 
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though ſhe loves Sir Orlando better than att 
ever ſhe did her firſt huſband—yet faſhion _ 
in London bears the ſway.—I am inter- Cl 
rupted. tha 


The Count and Counteſs de Blize are 
gone into Staffordſhire— being ſent for by I 
a noble elation of her Ladyſhip's, who is 
dying; and, being informed of her mar- 
riage with the Count, now think her wor- 
thy of notice. Laura is much troubled 
with a head-ach.— We are going to call 
of Lady Selwin. — Charles called here 
this morning, and would - fain have per- 
ſuaded us to go to the Maſquerade to- 
night, which we refuſed, 


Not finding Lady Selwin at home, 
we called upon Mrs. Nugent, by which 
time Laura got rid of her. head-ach. — 
Mr. and Mrs. Nugent ſo ſtrenuouſly preſ- 
ſed us to go with their party to the Maſ- 
querade, we could not refuſe them, there- 
fore ſent for dominoes, and in the evening You 

attended Lady, 
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attended them. I am now almoſt ſorry 
we did go, ſince it gives me pain to find 
Charles Seymour leſs worthy my eſteem 
than I thought him, after all his diſinte- 
reſted conduct too. 


In promenading round the room, we 
were ſtopped by a crowd. A party near 
us ſeemed in high ſpirits.— Charms, like 
yours (faid a voice we knew to be Sey- 
mour's) muſt ſubdue the coldeſt anchoret. 
Oh! anſwered the Lady, Gghing—you can 
flatter—but I hardly believe you are ſen- 
ſible of my attractions, having been told 1 
you have a frigid heart. BL 


You then have awakened it from its 
frigidity, ſaid he; permit me to convince 
you of my tenderneſs - charming crea- 
ture, henceforward I will adore you, put- 
ting his hand round her waiſt, to conduct 
her through the crowd. 


You are an inſinuating wretch, ſaid the | | 
Lady, pleaſed. I told you, whiſpered a } 
| gentleman, 


rr oer 
gentleman, that you would make a con- 
queſt of Seymour, We heard no more; 
they paſled on. 


* 
Mr. Harper, a ſtranger of our party, 
walked between me and Laura. — Who are 


thoſe Ladies, Sir? ſaid J. ( 
9 ſ 

Demy-reps, Madam, Lady G and e 
Mrs. C ; the Gentlemen, who I ob- J 
ſerved before unmaſked, are Lord c " 
and Mr. Seymour. — The latter is a wor- wy 
thy young man, yet not without his fail- ped 
ings.— He never ſeduces innocence, or * 
keeps a miſtceſs, but is often drawn into on 
tranſient amours. of 
A Gentleman in a domino liſtened at- | 
tentively to his anſwer, and ſoon after, D ſity 
his ſpeaking to Mrs. Nugent, we found” = 
it was Sir Orlando, which we were not Wa 
ſorry for, as he will reprove Charles for * 
his conduct. * Wret 
I 


During EA 
Ul 
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During this ſcene Laura was much 
agitated, and, on complaining of a head- 
ach, we fat down. 


On our returning home alone in the 
carriage — are you not ſhocked to find, 
ſaid ſhe, a man we thought worthy our 
eſteem ought not to poſſeſs our friendſhip. 
It is happy for Miſs Oburn he did not 
addreſs her ; for if ſhe had married him, 
in all probability he would have proved 
a ſecond Lord Conway.—Ah ! how Har- 
riot ought to prize Sir Orlando, who is 
every way worthy the affection of the beſt 
of women. 


Our dear Laura is not conſcious of the 
ſituation of her heart, and fancies her con- 
cern ariſes from finding a friend frail.— 
Was ſhe ſenſible of the real cauſe of her 
agitation on the occaſion, ſhe would be 
wretched, And think herſelf criminal. 


1 endeavoured not to palliate his con- 
duct —how could I, blameable as he is? 
Beſides, 
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Beſides, I wiſh her to conquer her unhap- 
py predilection for him, ſince, ſhould ſhe 


ſurvive Mr. Herbert, I much doubt, if 


ſhe married Charles, whether ſhe would 
be happy. — Single ſhe might be ſo, and 
overcome her regard for him. The pro- 
penſity he has for bad women is, I fear, 


unconquerable, and the indulging himſelf. 


in that vice now, while ſingle, may habitu- 
ate him ſo to it, that even after marriage 
A+ might be led aſtray, and render a wife 
miſerable. Sir Orlando, who has refined 
principles, will undoubtedly reprove him, 
How imperfe& is human nature! The beſt 
men have their follies as well as others. 
Ah! why did I join in his bounteous deceit ? 
Had he loved her with the delicacy and 
tenderneſs I ſuppoſed, he would not act 
as he does, A paſſion founded on eſteem 
and virtue, would make the victim to it 
deteſt profligate women.—I thought him 
a true knight: I was miſtaken, n thyg age 
they are not to be met with. — Self-gra- 
tification and love of the ſex ſway our 


modern men, 
No 


44 


A RASH VOW. 139 


No lovers now will live for years 
On fwelling fighs and heart-felt tears; 
But hie away quick to embrace 

A harlot's form and painted face. 


We called this morning on Harriot,. 
and [ound her and Sir Orlando at home 
alot. How unfortunate it was we did 
not meet laſt night at the Maſquerade, 
ſai her Ladyſip— but you went away 
early I find, ſo did not ſee Charles Sey- 
mour. and Lord C walking about 
uninaſked, and quite intoxicated with two 
demy-reps, Lady G and Mrs. CO—, 
to the entertainment of the company, and 
extreme mortification of Mrs. Monſon, 
who was in our party.—Only think how 
it muſt have tormented her to find ſhe 
has been ſlighted for ſuch creatures, —I 
muſt own it gave me pleaſure, as I have 
not forgot her inſolence to me at © the 
Charming Rock.” Sir Orlando ſays, if 
| really deſpiſe Mrs. Monſon, I ſhould 
not aſſociate with her but you know ſhe 

1 
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is genefally received, fo I cannot avoid 
her, as I frequently meet her in parties, 
it would mortify myſelf to be eſtranged 
from. I am much ſurpriſed, however, to 
find Charles has ſuch a ſpirit for intrigue, 
Selina—are not you? ] anſwered in the 
affirmative. — Sir Orlando ſcemed much 
diſcompoſed. It gives me pain, ſaid he, 
to find Charles has expoſed himſelf, and 
my fincere friendſhip for him will induce 
me to talk to him ſeriouſly on the ſubject, 
in hopes he will take my advice and 
amend his conduct, which proceeded from 
the gaiety of the moment for I know 
him fo well, I am certain he is never 
deliberately guilty : But you, my dear 
Ladies, know human nature is frail, and 
we muſt forgive his error, as his other 
good qualities overbalance this lapſe from 
morality. I wiſh to ſee him married — for 
a wife would make him a perfect mortal. 


Sir Orlando then entered into conver- 
ſation with me, and ſhewed me ſome 
drawings 


at ] 
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drawings Laura had ſcen before—while 
ſhe was engaged in chat with Lady Sel- 
win. s 

On our return home Laura was very 
thoughtful. —1I aſked her the reaſon, when 
ſhe acknowledged Lady Selwin, in con- 
verſation, had given her great uneaſineſs, 
by expreſſing her wonder at Charles's 
conduct, which ſhe was the more ſurpriſed 
at, as ſhe was long confident, from his 
behaviour, he loved Mrs. Herbert with 
an unbounded, virtuous paſſion, though 
hopeleſs. 


Our friend anſwered, a virtuous one it 
could not be; he knew her married; but 
ſhe fancied her Ladyſhip was miſtaken, 
at leaſt ſhe hoped ſo. 


Harriot anſwered, ſhe was ſorry ſhe had 
mentioned it to her, leſt %- fhould think 
it incambent on her to treat him with 
coolneſs, which would ſurpriſe him; that 


It 


| 
* 
N 
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it had unthinkingly eſcaped her : — Be- 
ſides, ſaid ſhe, you know it is himſelf 
only ſuffers, and I really pity him.—You 
cannot help his folly, therefore don't no- 
tice it,—It was very fooliſh in me to 
mention it, but I wanted to know if you 
obſerved his paſſion. 


I have always found him friendly, re- 
turned Laura, unwilling to acknowledge 
her ſuſpicion to her Ladyſhip—you could 
not ſuppoſe, that ſo much younger than 
myſelf, and knowing me married, he 
could entertain ſuch vain hopes. 


I do not fay he entertains hopes, ſaid 
Harriot—yet you muſt acknowledge love 
is an involuntary paſſion, and, I think, he 
cannot fubdue it: However, he may 
ftrive to do it by tranſient amours, 


You think ſo much of conqueſts your- 
ſelf, anſwered Laura, ſmiling, I fancy you 
forget I am no beauty, though you are. 

Here 


A RASH VO W. 143 


Here they were interrupted by Sir Or- 
lando and myſelf, and we ſoon after took 
our leave. 


It ſeems our dear friend is very unhappy 
concerning this converſation. —If Harriot 
obſerves his paſſion, ſaid ſhe, others may, 
and fancy me criminal.—I would wiſh not 
to alter my behaviour to him without 
aſſigning a reaſon—yet it is neceſſary I 
ſhould drive him from my preſence, and 
prevent future obſervations. Let him 
think I know of his conduct at the Maſ- 
querade, and imagine he has loſt my 
friendſhip by that. 


| I know not how to advile, ſaid I ; act 
; as you think proper :—At the ſame time 
V remember he has always treated you with 
reſpect and friendſhip, however faulty. — 

Ah! had ſhe known the extent of his 


* fricndſhip ; but I was ſworn to ſecrecy. 
Ju . . = 
e. It will give me pain to alter my be- 


5 haviour to him, ſaid ſhe - but it muſt be 
done: 
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done: Beſides, . if he gives himſelf up to 

 libertiniſm, he may in tim̃e affront me if 
I do not. e hed WI 


No, my dear Laura, ſaid I, he has too 
| good a heart ever to inſult you, and I am 
| ſur: would die to ſerve you—yet I again 
ſay, act as you pleaſe. | 


| | 64. 1 4 
| My ſheet is full, therefore adieu,—1 
will write ſoon again. 


Yours, affectionately, 


S. MONTAGUE, 


SIR 
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SIR ORLANDO SELWYN, 
T 0 
CHARLES SEYMOUR, ESQ. 


T TJ OW can you expect the friendſhip 
and eſteeri of a virtuous woman, 
Charles, when you act publicly like a 
profligate ? Clarinda was at the Maſque- 
rade laſt night: She was witneſs to your 
conduct, and knew the character of the 
women you were with. — Shall I pierce 
your heart by declaring ſhe muſt now de- 
ſpiſe you. — Oh! my friend, how could 
you ſo publicly degrade yourſelf, and be 
on a level with the libertine Lord C : 
I this morning found it impoſſible to 
make any exculc fer your conduct, which 
was ſo glaring. Indeed, Charles, it grieves 
me to think, that by ſuch purſuits you 
will deſtroy your health, peace of mind, 
Vol. Il. H and, 
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and, perhaps, for ever loſe the eſteem of 
one of the moſt charming and beſt of 
women. I have called twice you was 
not returned home. Let me ſee you as ſoon 
as this reaches your hands, and permit 
me to endeavour to bring you back to 
the path of reaſon, morality, and ſelf- 


eſteem. 


You muſt be ſenſible no one more ar- 
dently wiſhes for your welfare than; 0 
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MISS MONTAGUE, 
T O 


MISS GODFREY. 
Brook-$treet. 


HARLES has been here. — By his 

confuſion it was evident he knew of 
our being acquainted with his folly, — 
Laura received him with a cool civility, 
and unuſual diſtance.— He was thunder- 
ſtruck at the change - yet the ſubject was 
ſo indelicate, he dared not ſay any thing 
to exculpate himſelf. —In the cv ning of 
the ſame day he called again, and met 
with the ſame reception; it is now three 
days ſince we have ſcen him. 


Mr. Herbert is returned, and wonders 
at Charles's abſ-nce. — Three weeks have 
almoſt clapſed, and Sir Orlando has nor 

11 2 heard 
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| heard from him.—The Baronet reproved 
| him I find, and granted him abſolution, 
which paſſed Before he called of us. Sir 
Orlando informed us his friend was al- 
moſt diſtracted at having expoſed himſelf 
ſo, and ſwore to renounce all commerce p 
with women in future, —If the truth was | 
known, I ſuppoſe he was wretched at the 
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thoughts of Laura's being convinced of n: 
his guilt, and no doubt was conſcious * 
that was the cauſe of her change of be- ti 
haviour to him, which made him not = 
attempt an explanation, 55 
I pity him, as I know he truly loves "Ig 

; Laura, and muſt now be very wretched na 
wherever he is. | _ 
2 f he 
Laura was uneaſy at his long abſence e 
and ſilence.— Her friendſhip for him re- Sn 


turned, I am unhappy, ſaid ſhe, becauſe o 
J think, perhaps, the coolneſs, and diſ- awa) 
tance of my behaviour to him, may make who 
him endeavour to withdraw his friendſhip 

from 
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from me, which I ſhould be ſorry to loſe. 
I acted with the beſt intention to ſet his 
heart free.— J wiſh him to conquer his 
paſſion, but retain his friendſhip, — His 
friendſhip it would give me pain to loſe, 
Her regard for him is platonic, but his 
for her of a warmer nature, 


She often mentioned to Mr. Herbert 
ſhe was ſurpriſed that Sir Orlando did not 
know where he was, which made him pet- 
tiſn; and he ſaid one day he believed ſhe 
was in love with him, ſhe was ſo anxious 
concerning his movements, 


© Good God! Mr. Herbert, what an in- 
ferknce, {aid ſne.— She trembled, ſeemed 
ready to faint, and ſunł on a chair! That 
he might not obſ- Ve: her agitation, I 
drew him into the next toom to look at a 
drawing I was about, and ſhe made ſhift 
to retire to her chamber. He was called 
away on buſineſs, and J few to my friend, 
who I found weeping. —1 endeavoured to 


; H 3 ; ? 3 comfort 
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comfort her, but I really believe his ſpeech 
had made her ſenſible of the real ſitua- 
tion of her heart, —She ſpoke not of or 
condemned his ſpeech to her, but con- 
tinued weeping, As ſhe did not ſeem 
willing to communicate her ſentiments, I 


noticed not what had paſſed—but gave 


her drops, and entered into a chearful 
converſation.— She ſtrove to put on an 
appearance of compoſure, but I ſaw ſhe 
was inwardly wretched. —Had ſhe con- 
fided her ſorrow to me, it would have 
leſſened it; yet we know her delicacy too 
well to think ſhe would avow ſuch a pre- 
dilection even to me. A flow fever en- 
fued, which ſhe is now partly recovered 
from. 


Sir Orlando has heard from Charles, 


who has been very ill, and will ſoon return 
to town. This intelligence diſpleaſed 
Laura: She begged leave to go to Elm- 
Wood, as ſhe/thought the air would be 
ſalutary for her health. Mr. Herbert an- 

ſwrered 
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ſwered he ſhould go in three weeks, and 
hoped the would not be worſe for ſtaying 

in town during that period; ſhe was 
therefore obliged to comply. Couateſs 
de Blize is returned to town with the 
Count. — Her relation is dead, and has 
left her twenty thouſand pounds. Adieu. 


© Yours, &c. 


S. MONTAGUE, 


— —— é 


CHARLES SEY MOUR, ESQ. 
0 
SIR ORLANDO SELWYN. 


Tunbridge. 


HAVE. been at the point of death. 
Oh! that I had died, and was free 
from miſery, for I muſt be wretched with- 
out the friendſhip of Clarinda.—You 
H 4 owned 
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owned ſhe knew of my vile, unthinking 
conduct. Too true ſhe did, for ſhe re- 
ceived me with a cold contempt that 
ſtruck ro my heart. Guilty as I was I 
could not attempt @ defence; but fled 
like a diſtracted man, not knowing ſcarce 
whither I was going, till I found myſelf, 
at twelve at night, at Tunbridge.—A high 
fever enſued, which continued three weeks, 
and I remained almoſt conſtantly inſenſi- 
ble and delirious. I am now able to fit 
up two hours in a day,—Tell her of my 
indiſpoſition, and, if you have the leaſt 
particle of affection and friendſhip left for 
me, have the compaſſion to write me word 
how ſhe received the news of my illneſs. 
Do not flatter ; I can bear the worſt, My 
head is again wandering. Adieu. 


C. SEYMOUR, 


l, SIR 
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SIR ORLANDO SELWYN, 
ro 
CHARLES SEYMOUR, ESQ. 


HE account of your illneſs and 
miſery revived all my tenderneſs 

and friendſhip for you, my poor Charles. 
I informed Clarinda of your ſevere indiſ- 
poſition : Her anſwer was, Young peo- 
ple ſoon recover; for his parents ſake 1 
hope he will.” — Do not be diſcouraged, 
your future good conduct may regain her 


friendſhip, Charles. I truly pity you, 


blameable as you have been, and wiſh you 
could erace her from your heart. I ſhall 
be with you to-morrow, in hopes of pour- 
ing the balm of comfort to your afflicted 
mind. Bclieve me, dear Charles, as uſual, 


Your very affectionate, 


H 5 O. SELWYN, 
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2% MISS MONTAGUE, 


1 0 
Miss GODFREY, 


Brook-Street. 


HARLES is returned, and at preſent 
at Sir Orlando's houſe, as he is ſtill 
very ill, and wants nurſing. He called 
here yeſterday ; his emaciated form quite 


. ſhocked me; he could ſcarce walk to the 


drawing- room, where we were fitting. — 
The tear of compaſſion ſtood in Laura's 


eye, She could not force the diſtant air 


ſhe wiſhed, or avoid, through common 
civility, ſaying, ſhe was ſorry to ſee him 
ſo indiſpoſed, a ſpecch uſed even to a 
common acquaintance, He fat ſilent and 
faint ; ſhe inſiſted upon his taking ſome 
drops. — Her attention ſeemed to give 
him pleaſure-—but he could not utter, his 

Fords 


* 
te 


ſai 
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words loud enough to be heard. — She 
went out of the room a few moments to 
conceal her emotion, and J perceived, 
when ſhe returned, ſhe had been weeping. 


Your illneſs muſt have been very ſe- 
vere, Mr. Seymeur, ſaid ſhe, to reduce 
you to fo low a ſtate—but, I hope, the 
tender care and friendſhip of Sir Orlando 
w1ll ſoon reſtore you to health. 


The friendſhip of thoſe I moft eſteem, 
ſaid he, with meaning in his eyes, will be 
more conducive to it than medicines in 
my preſent ſtate (ſighing.) 


Every means in my power, ſaid Sir 
Orlando, ſhall be uſed to reſtore my 


Charles's health; and 1 doubt not, Ladies, 0 
of your good wiſhes and prayers on the- 


occaſion. 


If our good wiſhes for his reſtoration 
of health, ſaid ſhe, ſoftened, could prove 


H 5 cſfectual, 


* 
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effectual, he would ſoon be well. She 
bluſhed—vexed for having ſaid ſo much, 
and took up her knotting to hide her 


confuſion... 


I think they begin to prevail, ſaid he, 
with a faint voice and ſmile ; already I 
feel myſelf better. — The comforts of 
friendſhip are ſuperior to medicines. 


Mr. Herbert, who had been out, en- 
tered, He was ſhocked beyond expreſ- 
ſion to ſee ſuch an alteration in Seymour. 

_. My. dear Charles, ſaid he, why do you 
come out in this condition ?—What phy- 
ficians attend him, Sir Orlando? though 
make no doubt you have procured. the 
| molt ſkilful. 


J have employed thoſe, ſaid he, who 
flatter me with his loon being well ; but 
after ſuch a ſevere attack time is neceſſary 
to re-eſtab.iſh his health. Another faint- 
ing came on poor Charles. — Mr, Her- 
bert was terrified, 


My 
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a My God! ſaid he, how wretched would 
my friend Lord Seymour be if he knew 
of his ſituation !—It ſhocks me much 
for his friendſhip to me has ever been 
ſincere. | 


Laura whiſpered me to give him ſome 
drops, fearful of offering thern herſelf, 
leſt, on his recovering, he ſhould diſcover 
any ſymptoms of his paſſion for her, 


Mr. Herbert requeſted Sir Orlando not 
to permit him to go out again till his 
health was better. — He revived. — Sir 
Orlando propoſed their returning home. 
He conſented. — He was aſſiſted with diffi- 
culty to the carriage.—W hen he took his 
leave of us—Laura ſaid, I ſincerely wiſh 
you a ſpeedy recovery, Sir, and hope your 
phyſicians preſcriptions will have the de- 
fired effect, and wiſhes of all friends to- 
wards your being reſtored to health. 


He bowed, for he was faint, and could 
not ſpeak, Mr, Herbert paſſed two hours 


in 
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in the evening with him, and found him 


better. 


I am fo delicately ſituated, ſaid Laura, 
(after he was gone) that it is difficult for 
me to know how to act.— If I ſhew com- 
mon humanity, it may increaſe his paſ- 
ſion, en be criminal; if I do not, in his 
preſent ſituation, it might almoſt en- 
danger his life.—T his unfortunate pre- 
dilection renders him wretched, and 
me unhappy at being the caule. - 
Surely if he ſtrove to conquer it he might. 
The many obligations I am under to him- 
{elf and family, makes it impoſſible for 
me to avoid him. — How can I behave in 
future to repel his conſtant paſſion ? 


You behave, on all occaſions, my 
Laura, with ſuch propriety, that I can- 
not pretend to direct - hut as you obſerve 
a diſtant behaviour now he is ſo ill would 
be cruel.— When he recovers, all you can 
do is to avoid mecting him as much as 

18 
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is conſiſtent with the intimacy of your 
families. 


I now more than ever wiſh to avoid 
him, ſaid ſhe, and that he would marry ; 
for the thoughts of ſuch a friend being 
unhappy on my account embitters my 
life, 

This amounted almoſt to a diſcovery 
of her ſentiments.—They are now both 
unhappy.—She deſerves a happier fate.— 
Her lot in this life has been ſevere. = Mr. 
Herbert is at times very ill-humoured, 
the conſequence of his viſits to Delville. 


Charles is rather better. —Sir Orlando 
is very unhappy concerning Harriot, who 
has prejudiced her health by late hours, 
She is fond of gaming as ever, and Lord 
Kobert C „ who is juſt returned from 
his travels, and a great favourite with the 
Ladies, conſtantly in her parties, which 
renders the Baronet very uncaſy. We 


have 
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have talked to her in vain.—Lady Alme- 
ria, and the dear cards, have greater 
influence than our friendly admonitions. 


Lady Selwyn, being much indiſpoſed 
this evening, ſent for us to tea, and we 
made a family party at whiſt. Though 
Charles was very weak, he would be led 
to her Ladyſhip's dreſſing- room, where 
we ſat. Laura congratulated him on the 
amendment of his health. He fat by the 
card table on a ſopha, and indulged him- 
ſelf with ſeeing and hearing her, which 
ſeemed to afford him great happineſs, 
eſpecially as ſhe often referred to him for 
advice concerning her cards, and treatæd 
him with her former friendſhip. Lady 
Selwyn looks wretchedly; if ſhe does 
not alter her hours ſhe will ſoon be, I 
think, as bad as Charles. As you will 
be expecting to hear from me, I will now 
conclude myſelf, 


Tours, affectionately, 
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— — ——L— 
LADY ALMERIA, 
TO 


ROM Iberia your letter informed 
me, that you was appriſed of Lord 
Robert Cs arrival in town, and that 
all our ſex were ſtriving to enſlave him, 
I ſoon found, to my extreme mortification, 
he was deeply enamoured with Lady Sel- 
wyn. The conqueſt made her vain.— She 
flirted, gave him hopes ſhe never meaned to 
fulfil, but I found ſhe was uncommonly 
attracted by him, —Toendeavour to gain his 
heart, while under her dominion, I knew 


was impoſſible—therefore refolved to give 


them opportunities of being together. — 
If he really got poſſeſſion of her, 1 knew 
her folly would ſoon tire him, and I 
might be fortunate enough to ſecure his 

heart. 
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heart. — (You and I have art enough 
to retain our captives as long as we like.) 
If he found he could not poſſeſs her, he 
would ſoon grow weary of the purſuit ; 
for he is a young man, I fancy, that will 


not follow a ſhadow when he can gain a 
ſubſtance. I drew her into parties at cards 
with him; their intimacy increaſed, - I 


hat2d her, and wiſhed for her fall to expoſe 
her.—Y ou knowſhe inticed Seymour from 
you, therefore you can tell how to pity me, 
and enjoy revenge. Under pretence of 
illneſs I gave them many zete 8 tetés, 
in my drefling-room ; but, like a true 
coquet, ſhe always parried the aſſault. 
Laſt night made me happy, however, and 
her wretched. I pretended illneſs, and 


dreſſing myſelf in an alluring diſhabille, 


requeſted her to ſpend the evening with 
me alone. I ſent to inform Lord Robert 
ſhe would be with me under the diſguiſe 
of friendſhip.— He dropped in.— I made 
them play at piquet, ſaying my head would 
not bear cards. I berted on her ſide.— 

She 


1 ww Fe 
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She was in high ſpirits. —Under a pre- 
tence of lowneſs and faintneſs wine was 
introduced. — She drank two or three 
claſſes of madeira,—She loſt a thouſand, 
I forced another glaſs. — She propoſed 
double or quits, and I betted on her ſide, 
and left the room unnotice by her, and 
retired to a cloſet, where I could obſerve 
every thing that paſſed. 


The game ended ; ſhe was two thou- 
ſand pounds in debt !—It rouſed her. — 
She was in agony,—He ſwore it was in 
her power to cancel the debt by a ſurren- 
der of her charms.— She ſtormed. He 
led her to the couch. — She grew frantic. 
I ſee through it, ſaid ſhe, Almeria is in- 
famous as yourſelf — but with life only 
will I part with my honour. —She broke 
from him, and immediately ran down 
ſtairs into the ftreet. — Her carriage not 
being there, ſhe commanded my ſervant 
to follow her, who was aſtoniſhed at her 


wildneſs, and, without a hat, ſhe paraded 


to 
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to Pall-Mall, where ſne got into a hack- 


ney chair, and ordered the fellows to carry 
her home. There's an heroine for you ! 
a ſecond Lucretia! Vou may think this 
affair ought to difconcert me ;—not in 
the leaſt, —1I ſhall plead illneſs obliging me 
to quit the room, and her frantic beha- 


-viour to ariſe from her folly in gaming 


ſo high. 


Soon as ſhe was gone I played my 


part well, and returned to Lord Robert 


—. This woman is a mere coquet, 
faid he; ſhe allures to feed her vanity, 
and render our ſex wretched if ſhe can, 
but I am none of thoſe fools : I deſpiſe 
her—and ſhe ſhall pay me the two thou- 
ſand pounds ſhe has fairly loſt. 


Good God! is ſhe gone without taking 
leave, ſaid I; even ſo, anſwered he. — I 
rang the bell. My ſervant informed me 
of what I before told you. — This is ſur- 
priling, ſaid I, before the ſervant, to Lord 

Robert; 


ord 
ert; 
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Robert; though ſhe was ſo conſiderable 
a loſer, ſhe might have taken leave of 
me. James retired.— Lord Robert view- 
ed me attentively.— My lovely friend, 
ſaid he, I have hitherto been blind in 
not perceiving your charms, and following 
a will-o'ye-whiſp. A rhapſody enſued, 
and he is now mon cher amorat. 


I am informed Lady Selwyn is very 
ill; more I know not or care; for I 
ſhall not ſeek her, but publiſh her loſs and 
rude behaviour in flying my houſe, Adieu, 
dear Monſon ; I am now happy. 


Yours, 


ALMERIA, 


. 
— — — 
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MISS MONTAGUE, 
T O 


MISS GODFREY, 


0 


AURA and I were undreſſing laſt 

night at twelve to go to bed, when 
Lady Selwyn's woman fent to intreat we 
would come immediately, as her Lady 
was dying, and her maſter almoſt di- 
ſtracted. 


Shocked at the intelligence we hurried 
on our cloaths, and in a hackney went 
directly to Portman Square. Dr. — 
and Sir J. W were at her bedſide, 
and Sir Orlando ſtanding by weeping, 
and in deep agony. Barton informed us, 
that half an hour before Lady Selwyn 
caine home in a hackney chair, with her 
dreſs much diſordered, —Sir Orlando was 

in 
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in the parlour.— She looked at him with 
the deepeſt anguiſh, ſighed, and fainted, 
The chairmen were queſtioned, —She had 
got into their ſedan in P II. Mall, and was 
then attended by a ſervant, who left her 
when ſhe was ſeated—which was all the 
intelligence could be gained, 

The phyſicians imagined her inſenſi- 
bility proct eded from ſome preceding 
fright the had undergone, —Reſtoratives 
were adminiſtered, which at length had 
the deſired effe&t.—She opened her eyes, 
and wept bitterly. — My angel, my lite, 
faid Sir Orlando, for God's fake tell us ! 
has any one inſulted you ? 


She could not ſpeak, but held her hand 
out to him and us,— The doctors requeſt- 
ed ſhe might be left alone, and ordered 
a compoling draught. I aſked Dr. J— 
what he thought of her? He apprehend- 
ed a fcver would enſue, which is the caſe. 
She is dehrious, and the reaſon of her 
terror remains a myſtery. 


We 
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We ſent to Lady Almeria. — She ſent- 
word ſhe was ill, and ſorry to hear of 
Lady Selwyn's indiſpoſition. 


Poor Sir Orlando is almoſt diſtracted. 
We are conſtantly with him, and Charles 
is ſo affected at his friend's ſorrow that 
it has brought a a relapſe. 


Lady Selwyn is ſo much recovered as 
to be able to fit up an hour of an even- 
ing. — Sir Orlando, fearful of a relapſe, 
has refrained from inquiry. — He was 
obliged to go yeſterday to the houſe, ſo we 
were left alone ; nurſe was ſent out of the 
room. She then ſaid, it is neceſſary I 
ſhould acquaint you of the cauſe of my 
illneſs, my dear friends. — Sir Orlando, 
through fear of diſtreſſing me, has avoid- 


ed interrogation— but to you I will now 


confeſs the real truth ; that I was vain 
and coquetiſh you have long known. — 
Lord Robert C offered me his heart. 
The vanity of engaging ſuch an object 
inade 
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made me liſten to him. — At the ſame 
time I obſerved Almeria doated on him, 
She had often acted unlike a friend, and, 
to mortify her, gave me ſatisfaction.— I 
encouraged him without conſidering in my 
ſituation as a married woman 1t was highly 
criminal.—I thought not of any thing but 
conqueſt. Lady Almeria often engaged 
me with her at home under pretence of 
illneſs, for ſhe looked well. — The night 
which cauſed this illneſs of mine, and re- 
morſe which I ſhall long feel, I went to 
her. — Lord Robert dropped in (no one 
elle was admitted.) We played at piquet, 
her Ladyſhip declining play under pre- 
tence of a head-ach.—I loſt a thouſand 
pounds, and was much depreſſed in ſpt- 
rits. — She grew faint (affectedly fo, I 
believe) and we drank ſome glaſſes of 
Madeira; it confuſed my head. pro- 
poſed to Lord Robert double or quits; 
it was accepted by his I=. dſhip.— For- 
tune continued favourable, and I heard 
Almeria fay to him in a whiſper—* the 

Vor. II. I - fool 
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fool and game is your own.“ She then 
retired. 


At the period I heeded it not; but the 
7 game ended, and his Lordſhip victor.— He 
1 offered propoſals, which ſhocked me to 
think of. — My God! that he ſhould 


| 
imagine me fo debaſed as to forfeit my 
virtue to pay my loſs ! — Conceive my | 
horror ; he attempted liberties, and I fled, ( 
as you already know, to a ſedan, and came h 
home. My folly, my crime, in giving p 
him encouragement, rendered me wretch- at 
ed, and the fight of my good and beloved pr 
Orlando ſubdued my reaſon. How ſhall for 
I acquaint him with my guilt in loſing ſha 
ſuch a ſum ? It muſt be your taſk—bur, pri 
to preſerve his precious life, ſay not a of 
word of Lord Robert's iniolence.—A]- the 
meria I deteſt, and never will ſee her more. be 
No, my friends, I am perfectly cured of 
coquetry and gaming ; they have brought V 
me to the brink of ruin, and when ] leave and 
London I wiſh never to return to it more. tiof 


Ir 


TY * 
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It is a bait for virtue. — I fear even 


truſting myſeif here in company again, 


having ſo often ſhewed want of reſolution. 


The account ſhe gave exhauſted her 
ſpirits, and ſhe was put to bed.—At her 
requeſt we informed Sir Orlando that 
her illneſs proceeded from remorſe, at 
having loſt two thouſand pounds to Lord 
C that ſhe deſired us to acquaint 
him of it, and aſſure him ſhe would never 
play more, and wiſhed to reſide conſtantly 
at Selwyn-Place. He was a little ſur- 
priſcd, and hurt at her folly—but his love 
for her ſoon excuſed it. Lord Robert 
ſhall be paid, ſaid he, and if ſhe behaves 
prudent in future, I ſhall think nothing 
of the paſt, my amiable friends, —Ah! if 
ſhe would but be guided by you I ſhould 


be happy. 


We comforted him all in our power, 


17 him hopes of a future reforma- 
tio! 


in her conduct. When he kindly 
I 2 went 
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went to compoſe, and aſſure her Ladyſhip 
Lord Robert ſhould be paid. To-day 


he ſent notes of two thouſand pounds va- 


lue by his ſteward to his Lordſhip. I.ord 
Robert received Powel (the ſteward) with 
great emotion, and ſaid he was in no hurry 
for payment, if jt was inconvenient to her 
Ladyſhip. The honeſt man anſwered, 
lawful debts were never with-held by his 


maſter or lady, and others were always 


paid, though ſeldom incurred. 


His Lordſhip enquired, with much agi- 
tation, after Lady Selwyn's health, 


All my Lady's friends revere her, and 
now rejoice in a proſpect of her recovery, 
my Lord. 


Lord Robert coloured. — Every one 
muſt revere your Lady, ſaid he. Preſent 
my beſt reſpects to her, and I am very 
ſorry I happened to be fortunate, if it 
nas given her any diſquiet- for I am no 


gameſter, 
The 


Cy 


\C 
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The ſteward bowed, and retired. 


I doubt not but the vile Almeria 1s to 
blame. —Women, who are privately de- 
voted to infamy, endeavour to enſnare 
others. — Lady Selwyn, being now con- 
vinced of her character, will, I hope, in 
future, avoid her, and be worthy her 
amiable huſband's affection. 


Three days ago Laura, myſelf, and the 
nurſe, went an airing with Lady Selwyn. 
A little beyond Kenſington ſhe was taken 
with a fainting, and we were obliged to 
convey her into a cottage. —The good 
woman, who inhab:ted it, afforded us 
every aſſiſtance we wiſhed for. — Her chil- 
dren lay ill of the ſmall-pox, one was in 
her arms. When Harriot recovered, un- 
der pretence of kiſling the child, ſhe put 
two guineas in the poor woman's hand, 
who joytully received it, and wi aſſiſted 


her Ladyſhip into the carriage again. At 
night ſhe grew worſe. - The next day her 


14 illneſs 
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ilineſs increaſed, and the doors now de- 
clare ſhe has caught the infection from 
the child at the cottage, which we conceal 
from Tarriot, as ſhe always fancied ſhe 
had the frnall-pox in her childhood, and 
would now be terrified at the idea of it. 


We nrerſeade her it is the meaſles, and 


* 
* 


conjure her to live according to rule. 


La, Selwyn's diſorder is now at the 
height; it is the confluent ſort ſhe has, 
and is in a very dangerous ſtate. Sir 
Orlando is in deep affliction, and as ſhe 
is now convinced it is the ſmall-pox, ſhe 
is very unhappy. — If I ſhould live, ſaid 
ſhe, I ſhall loſe Sir Orlando's affection, 
for I ſhall be frighrful. — He will not for- 
get my paſt follies, and I ſhall be wretched. 
He humanely preſſes her to his boſom, 
and aſſures her ſhe will always be dear to 
him—nay dearer, for her misfortune, if 
ſhe thinks it one; that ſhe always will 
appear beautiful to him if ſhe remains a- 


fectionate, and the beauties of mind are 


ſuperior 


th 
w. 
W. 


EE 
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{uperior to that of perſon without amia- 
bility. 


Perhaps, my Louiſa, it may be for the 
beſt.— Her perſon no longer attractive wil 
not claim admiration— coquetry mult ne- 
ceſſarily expire, and it may inſure future 
felicity. 


Iarriot is out of danger, and on the 
recovery but will almoſt be as plain as 
myſelf, which is a great affliction to her. 
Sir Orlando ſtrives al! in his power to 
conſole her ſtill fe 15 41 pirited. Charles 
is rather better, yet in a iow fate, and 
ſom:times joins us ior halt an hour. — 
Count and Countels de Blize are gone to 
Normandy. 


Lady Selwyn is ſo much altered by 
that enemy to beauty (the ſmall-pox) that 
were you to meet her I am certain you 
would not know her Ladyſhip ; it de- 
preſſes her ſpirits much, and ſhe is ſhocked 


I 4 to 
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to behold herſelf in the glaſs. The Al- 
mighty cauſes all things for the beſt; 
thoſe we think afflictions, and the ſorrows 
of this world, are oſten producive of fu- 
ture happineſs. Vanity was ſo interwoven 
in her diſpoſition, while ſhe retained beauty, 
ſhe would have been 4 coquet. Now ſhe 
will have no admirers, her vanity will 
ſubſide.— She will be grateful to her huſ- 
band for his affection, and, I hope, be- 
come a reaſonable woman. Adieu, my 
dear Louiſa. 


Yours, ſincerely, 


LADY 
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LADY ALMERIA, 
T 0 


MRS. MON SON. 


AD Selwyn ſent the value of her 
play-debt to Lord Robert, at which 
he was much hurt, for his penchant for 
her Ladyſhip was not then totally ſub- 
dued ; but, thank my ſtars, the ſmall- 
pox has now revenged my cauſe on her. 
He has ſeen her at the window of her 
houſe in Portman-Square, and fays ſhe is 
become a diſguſtful object, therefore I 
have now ſole dominion over him. You 
know her paſſion for conqueſts, my dear 
Monſon, therefore muſt be ſenſible ſhe is 
ſeverely mortified. She may make uſe 
of the poet's words : 


1 5 . 
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« But, oh! how vain, how wretched is the booſt 
Of beauty faded, and of empire beſt ! 
What now is left but weeping to deplore ; 


My beauty fled, and empire now no more! 


I ſuppoſe ſhe will in future hide her 
Sombre form in the country, and leave us 
to puiſue thoſe pleaſures ſhe will languiſh 
for in vain. When do you come to 
England? Let it be ſoon, which will be 
an additional ſatisfaction to your 


ALMERIA. 


P. S. An admirable thought has ſtarted 
of farther mortificaticn to Harriot, and 
which will prevent her taking any liberties 
with my character, as what ſhe ſays will 
not be credited, when it is know. ſhe is cf 
a revengeful diſpoſition. I will inform 
Colonel Hartoy and others of the part ſhe 
acted in beſtowing a wife on him; but 
conceal Mrs. Nugent's being an accom- 
plice, as ſhe 1s an agreeable acquaintance, 
and one meets to le monde at her houſe. 

i MISS 
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Miss MONTAGUE, 


209 


MISS GODFREY. 


O-MORROW Mr. and Mrs. Her- 

bert ſet out for Elm-Wood, and 

the day following I ſhall be with you at 
Villa-Burton. 


Charles continues much indiſpoſed, and 
is to accompany his friend to Sclwyn- 
Place. He confeſſed to me he was very 
wretched, as he was convinced Laura does 
not eſteem him as ſhe once did, and fears ſhe 
will not reſtore him to the friendſhip he 
loſt by his folly.— He ſeverely condemns 
himſelf for his paſt conduct, and declares 
ſhe ſhall. have no cauſe to blame his fu- 


ture behaviour. When his health amends 


he intends going to viſit Count de Blize, 
I 6 and 


| { 
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and then live like a Hermit at Petit d'Au- 
mont, if the Baron will oblige him with 
the uſe of that manſion, which the Count 
thinks he will: © There I will remain, 
ſaid he, till my adorable Laura is at liberty 
to accept or reject me.” 


I am melancholy at the thoughts of 
parting with my friends. Lady Selwyn 
is very low ſpirited, and Sir Orlando very 
tender. Adicu. 


Yours, ſincerely, 


S. MONTAGUE, 


LADY 
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LADY SELWYN, 


T0 
| NUGENT, 


Bath. 


AM now, my dear friend, completely 

wretched. — Misfortune purſues me. 
Sir Orlando, in hopes the waters would 
expedite my return to health, brought 
me here. Two days I found benefit, and 
at the rooms regarded not having become 
a cypher amongſt the men, who were 
crouding about women once very inferior 
to me in beauty.—I had learnt to ſubdue 
my vanity —but, oh! now I am wounded 
in mind beyond expreſſion. The infa- 
mous Almeria, my late friend (a true 
misfortune to me, I ever thought her ſo) 
has vented her ſpleen, by diſcovering the 
ſhare I had in Hartoy's marriage. Let 


if 
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it not terrify you, as (for what reaſon I 

cannot tell) ſhe has concealed your part 

in that aFair, which is ſome pleaſure to 

me, my dear friend, and you may be 

certain for me it ſhall ever remain a 

ſecret.—Let all her vengeance fall on me. 

A few mornings ſince l went to the rooms, 

attended by Sir Orlando, Miſs Montague, 

and Louiſa.— The firſt object we ſaw was 

Hartoy.— The room was in a buz,—A1l 

eyes were fixed on me. — My friends 

looked aſtoniſhed, ſurpriſed, and hurt— 

but were ſoon informed of the cauſe by 

loud whiſpers of—* I it poffible ? What 

a malignant being !—I/ bat is the news ? 

aid another. Why Lady Selwyn, i ſeems, 

becauſe ſhe did not approve of Colonel Har- | 

toys addreſſes berſelf, was ſo malicious as | 

to procure him the woman he ;aarried, who 

you know made ſuch a figure here, 1 find at t 

at her expence. Poor Hartoy ! how I pity 

him ! ſaid another. What an unfeeling 

fiend muſt her Ladyſhip be !—and ſhe is a 

bideous fright too! - Such and more loud 
whiſpers 
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whiſpers were uttered, which my friends 
and Sir Orlando overheard. I ſunk on a 
chair, unable to ſupport it, and fainted, 
Selina and Louiſa aſſiſted me outofthe room, 
and had me conveyed home. - Sir Orlando, 
dear Orlando followed, ſhocked and thun- 
der ſtruck, and with heart-felt affliction 
intreated Selina to interrogate me as to 
the truth.—If I had been guilty, he ſaid, 
it was in vain for him to notice it—if not, 
he ſhould ſpeak to the Colonel, Feartul 
he ſhould be induced to challenge Har- 
toy, I confeſſed the truth with ſhame and 
contrition—but concealed your part in 
the plot. Selina and Louiſa looked with 
horror on me. — They informed Sir Or- 
lando. — We met at dinner. —He beheld 
me with coolneſs and indifference, My 
friends even ſeemed to think me unwor- 


thy their friendſhip. 


Orlando ſighed bitterly, and could not 
ear, though Selina and Louiſa preſſed him 
with compaſſion and friendſhip. — He 


thanked 
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' thanked them for their kindneſs—bur, 
indeed, ſaid he, after the ſervants retired, 
buriting into tears, my heart is now deeply 
wounded to think that my wife could be 
guilty of ſo cruel an action, as to make 


na man miſerable for life, and enſnare him 


to unite himſelf to a woman he did not 
love—an old woman too l—is to me a 
bitter reflection; it is heart rending !— 
Merciful Heaven! that I ſhould be fo 
wretched as to unite myſelf to ſuch an 
unfeeling woman. Seymour, who had 
not been at the rooms, had been informed 
by Sir Orlando of what had paſſed. — He 
ſeized his hand, and conjured him to 
compoſe himſelf.— Lady Selwyn, ſaid he, 
has abjured all her paſt errors. Do not 
embitter your future days, and render her 
miſerable for what is paſſed. —Perhaps, 


in fact, Hartoy deferved it; he was a 


fortune-hunter.— He would have married 
your Harriot, to neglect and deſpiſe her. 
It rouſcd her anger, and he almoſt de- 
ſerved to be duped, — This, and much 


more, 
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more, he kindly ſaid in my favour, — 
While I, overpowered with ſhame and 
diſtraction at the idea of totally loſing 
my Orlando's affection, fell into ſtrong 
hyſterics, and was conveyed to my cham- 
ber. 


The worthy' Seymour's eloquence 
(Heaven bleſs him, and render him hap- 
py!) with the united endeavours of my 
female friends, ſoftened my Orlando's 
anger againſt me. — He came to my 
chamber. I fell at his feet. —Pity, for- 
give me, ſaid I; I deteſt myſelf now for 
ſo vile an action. — I can fay nothing to 
extenuate it. — I have made myſelf con- 
remptible, and rendered your worthy 
heart wretched. All I can fay is, that 
my future life ſhall, if poſſible, atone for 
my paſt errors. I could ſpeak no more, 
but fell ſenſeleſs on the carpet. —Orlando's 
tenderneſs for me returned, and, when I 
came to myſelf, I found him weeping 
over me. I forgive you, Harriot, ſaid 

he, 


— — — — —— 
— —— —— — 


* 
— — — 
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he, embracing me — I will not be les 
merciful than Heaven.—I will obliterate 
the paſt from my memory — but we mull 
leave this place as ſoon as poſſible.— 
cannot bear to be pointed at,—TIn a ſhcrt 
time it will be forgot here, and ſome new 
object will claim their attention. 


Let vs go direftiy, ſaid 1, attempting 
to riſe, when 1 found myſelf unable to 
move; a fever had ſeized me, and a phy- 


ſician was called in.— Sir Orlando attended 


with kindneſs and tenderneſs, and I pre- 
vailed on him to go to Selwyn Place yeſ- 
terday as he could not ſtir out here) and 
I would follow him as ſoon as able. Sey- 
mour attended him. I am much better, 
and hope in a day or two to be well 
enough to follow him. 


This evening, my friends being gone, I 
took the opportunity of writing this to 
you, to prevent your farther uncaſineſs of 
mind concerning the report, and fear for 

yourſelf. 
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yourſelf, I am weary and faint, therefore 
mult conclude, wiſhing you happineſs, 


Yours, &c, 


H. SELWY MW. 


— ——ñ— — — 
* 


MISS MONTAGUE, 


3:0 
MRS. HERBERT. 


Villa Burton, 


T gives me pain to inform you, Har- 
riot is become an object of public 
contempt.— Lady Almeria, who you know 
was her confidante, has, through ſpite, 
diſcovered that Lady Selwyn was the cauſe 
of Colonel Hartoy's unhappy marriage, 
and fought out a neceſſitated woman to 
enſnare him, out of revenge for ſome 
ſüght words he ſpoke of her. Poor, ami- 
able 
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able Sir Orlando, poſſeſſed of extreme 
ſenſibility, was ſhocked beyond exprel- 
ſion, and we found it a difficult matter to 
conciliate a pardon for her. She has ſuf- 
fered much for her miſcondutt ; bur that 
he ſhould ſuffer too gives his friends much 
pain. Seymour, ever friendly, ſoftened 
his reſentment, and now he has again re- 
ſtored her his affection. She is truly ſen- 
ſible of her paſt errors Her whole at- 
tention 1s to pleaſe Sir Orlando, and ſhe 
thanks the Almighty for beſtowing the 
bleſſing of ſo very g0ud and worthy a 
confort.— Her per ſon is ſtill clegant, tho 
her face is ſcarred, and her fliglits of wit 
and viyacity ſecure his Heart, becaule it 
is a ſincere and affectionate one. Charles 
is better, and next week goes to Count de 
Blize.—He ſays he will hve in future like 
a hermit. When any ching entertaining 
occurs I will write; till then adicu, my 
Laura, 
Yours, &c. 


S. MONTAGUE, 


MRSs 


_— FT 
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MRS, NUGENT, 


T 0 


LADY SELWYN. 

Received yours, my dear friend, and 

wept at your miſery.— How inexpreſſi- 
bly am I obliged to you for your friend- 
ſhip.—Almeria told me you had uſed her 
ill, which made her expoſe you, but that 
I might depend on her ſecrecy. Worth- 
leſs woman! I am obliged to be civil for 
my own fake—but if ever a time comes 
that I can expoſe her, you may depend 
on it. I will revenge your cauſe and my 
own, for I deteſt her, When you have 
any commands in London, employ me; 
I will execute them with pleaſure, and 
remain 


' Your much obliged 
Well wiſher, 


S. NUCENT, 


E. 
—— — — —_— — = 
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MRS. HERBERT, 
1 0 
MISS MONTAGUE. 


Brook-Street. 


i 


R. Herbert has been attacked by 
a ſevere fit of the gout, the firſt 
he ever had. He is rather impatient, — 
The pain undoubtedly muſt be very acute, 


and I feel much for him. —I wiſh you 


would come and comfort us, for your 
chearful fociety would be- a great conſo- 
lation during his confinement. I canner 
leave him a moment, therefore mutt 
conclude, hoping you will have compaſ- 
fon on us, and repair hither immediately. 


I remain 


4 


Yours, affectionately, 


L. HERBERT, 
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MISS MONTAGUE, 


f 


So 


MISS GODFREY. 


— —— es — - 
” 


Brook-Street. 


AM very glad I complied with | 
Laura's requett, as Dr, W— in- 
forms me poor Mr. Herbert is in a dan- | 


, gerous ſtate. —, He is in great pain, and 
4 his ſpirits conſequently very low from the | 
4 agony he endures. This morning I was | , 
_ by his bedſide: “ My dear Selina, ſaid 4 
85 he, you have been the beſt of friends to | 
al- my Laura, who is the moſt amiabie of | 
h. women. I have not at all times treated 
her with the tenderneſs ſhe deſerves, but 
ſhe never upbraided me for it.—I feel | 
my end approaching, and am happy her 
. fortunate ſucceſs in the lottery has aſſured 
her of a competency to maintain her as I 
could 


4 — — ca 
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could wiſh, if ſhe remains ſingle. You, 
as well as I, muſt have obſerved there 
is a friend who ſincerely loves her, and I 
ſuppoſe will offer her his hand when I am 
no more, You know not her delicacy 
ſo well as I do. Through reſpe& to my 
memory ſhe may, perhaps, refuſe him; 
but tell her when I am gone that I deſired 
not to prevent her happineſs, and wiſh 
her to accept him. He wept much while 
he was ſpeaking ; death, ſaid he, is awful. 
The ſeparation of ſoul and body cauſes 
great agitation. — I have wronged her, 
but I repent : My dear Mr. Herbert, ſaid 
I, think not that diſſolution is ſo near at 
hand, I hope you will live many years to 
bleſs my friend, whoſe heart is truly yours. 
I know her virtue, anſwered he; ſhe 
would facrifice her life to preſerve mine; 
but the .will of Heaven muſt be accom- 
pliſned. The ſubjcct overpowerd him, 
and he fainted.“ 


Mrs. Delville had the aſſurance to ſend 
to enquire after his health in a note. 14% 
deſired 
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deſired Laura to withdraw, as he wiſhed 
to ſpeak with me alone. You know, my 
dear Selina, ſaid he, of my connection 
with this infamous woman (giving me 
the note); be ſo obliging as to write 
what I dictate, and I will ſign it. Your 
hand-writing is like a man's; ſhe will 
think it ſo. He bid me write as follows: 


To Mrs. Delville. 


Infamous woman ! let me die in peace. 
The gates of death are open, and I per- 
ceive the guilt of my connection with 
you, — I have often, on your account, 
given pangs to the heart of the beſt of 
women. — You endeavoured to traduce 
her character, but your efforts were in- 
ſufficient. Repent ere it be too late, leſt 
you ſhould be ſnatched away, and fink 
into everlaſting perdition! As a Chriſtian 
I forgive you; but if Heaven ſpares my 
life, never think to ſee me more. Adicu 
for ever, 


Vol. II. K HERBERT. 
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He with difficulty ſigned his name, 
and I ſent the note. That he is ſo ſincere a 
penitent 1s great conſolation to Laura and 
myſelf. | 


It is with ſorrow I inform you, my 
Louiſa, that Mr. Herbert died fuddenly 


laſt night, the gout turning into his ſto- 


mach, as Dr. W—— had prognoſticated. 


Laura is confined to her room with ſtrong ' 


hyſterics ; for God's ſake come to me, or 
I <c*nnor ſupport this deep afflition. — 
Poor Mr. Herbert's repentance has obli- 
terated all his faults with me.— Lou well 
know how ſincere our Laura's affection 
for him was: I fear the loſs of him will 
prejudice her health, Tell Sir Orlando 


to write to Count de Blize, that Seymour - 


may be adviſed of the event with cau- 
tion, Pray come immediately, for I am 
much diſtreſſed in mind at Laura's illneſs. 


Yours, ſincerely, 


S. MONTAGUE, 


A RASH VO WV. 
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MISS MONTAGUE, 

T 0 
LADY SELWYN, 


Brook-S{reet. 


UR dear Laura is ſtill in a diſtreſſed, 
melancholy ſtate.— Louiſa's arrival 

was 2 great conſolation to me, for poor 
Mr. Herbert laſt aſſeverations of friend- 
ſhip to me made a deep impreſſion on my 


mind, and my friend would certainly have 


funk under the calamity, had not I been 
with her. He was buried laſt Friday. — 
She conſents to return with me to Villa- 
Burton, and remain there during her year 
of mourning, then ſcttle at Flm-Woad ; 
but J hope to perſuade her ro remain with 
us always in future, F ſhe remains ſingle, 
This houſe ſhe never intends to enter 
again when ſhe once quits it, and leaves 
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orders with her attorney to diſpoſe of it 
and the furniture. If ſhe finds herſelf 
able to travel by ſlow journies, we ſhall 
ſet out next week. Pray preſent our af- 
fectionate compliments to Sir Orlando. 
J remain, dear Lady Selwyn, 


Your very affectionate 
S. MONTAGUE. 


— — — ＋ 
CHARLES SEYMOUR, ESQ, 
T 0 
SIR ORLANDO SELWYN, 


Petit q Aumont. 


HE intelligence you ſent cauſed 
emotions I cannot deſcribe ! J la- 

ment the loſs of poor Herbert. — He was 
a ſincere friend, and we all have our foi- 
bles; yet I am aſhamed to confeſs how 
ſelfiſh 
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feliſh J am; you who know the power 
of love can gueſs at my feelings, —A year 
muſt paſs ere I can make the arduous at- 
tempt, for however eager I am to diſcover 
Clarinda's ſentiments, I will not inſult her 
ſorrow before that period. I ſhall remain 
here in great agitation of mind. Dear 
de Blize flatters me with hopes. — I once 
flattered myſelf, but the curſed maſque- 
rade affair, I fear, has ſteeled her heart 
againſt «me, and ſhe will think me un- 
worthy her hand. Say every thing you 
can in my favour. I have wrote to con- 
dole her, and found it a difficult taſk to 
conceal my paſſion. Write conſtantly to 
inform me of her health, ,for that only 
can give me ſatisfaction at preſent. 


Yours, ſincerely, 


C. SEY MOUR, 
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SIR ORLANDO SELWYN, 
TO 

CHARLES SEYMOUR, ESQ. 


EVFN months have elapſed ſince Mr. 

IF Herbert's death, yet ſtill Laura con- 
tinues melancholy for his loſs. Such a mind 
as hers cannot eaſily ceaſe to ſorrow for a 
loft friend. I often ſpeak of you, and 
excuſe your maſquerade conduct as a folly 
of youth, which you have ſeverely and 
ſincerely repented of, and which has cauſed 
you ſuch remorſe, that you now deteſt 
ſuch women. She anſwers, Mr. Sey- 
mour has a good heart, and I make no 
doubt will in future act better, and lay 
aide his follies. This, I think, is ſome 
hope for you, my dear Charles. Take 
courage, I flatter myſelf I ſhall ſtill 
ſce you perfectiy happy with the worthy 
object 
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object of your choice. Harriot joins me 
in good wiſhes. — She has long obſerved 
your affection for Laura, and thinks you 
are far from indifferent to her. Adieu; 
no one can wiſh you happier than 


Your 


SELWVYN. 


CHARLES SEYMOUR, ESQ, 
TO 


SIR ORLANDO SELWYN, 


Y OUR letter has invigorated my ſpi- 
A rits fo, that I am quite another 
creature. I look forward to days of hap- 
pineſs, and enjoy much in thinking of 
the ſelicity I ſhall have when ſhe is mine. 
J intend to go to © the Charming Rock,” 
and, with Lord Seymour's permiſſion, 


make ſome improvements there, which 
K 4 I know 
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I know will be agreeable to her. There 
J will remain till January, then expect to 
ſce me. In the mean time let me often 


hear from you. Thanks to Lady Sel- 


wyn for her good wiſhes; it adds much 
to my pleaſure to find you are completely 


happy. 
Yours, ſincerely, 


C. SEYMOUR, 


—— + — — — — — 
, CHARLES SEYMOUR, ESQ, 
T 0 


SIR ORLANDO SELWYN, 


The Charming Rock. 


HAVE informed Loid and Lady 
Seymour of my affection for Laura; 
they are perfectly ſatisfied with my choice, 
and next month, my dear Orlando, I fly 


to offer her my heart and hand. —If ſhe 
ſhould 


| 
\ 
7 


gave 
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ſhould refuſe me, I ſhall go diſtracted, 
for then all my hopes of happineſs in this 
world will be blaſted - but I do not ſuf- 
fer myſelf at preſent to deſpair. — She 
always eſteemed me, why ſhould I ſurmiſe 
the worſt. Say nothing of my intended 
viſit.— She will be appriſed cf my arrival 


at Selwyn-Lodge before I ſee her. Adieu. 


Yours, affectionately, 


C. SEYMOUR, 


— ——— — — 


MISS MONTAGUE, 
T © 


MISS GODFREY, 


Villa Burton. 


HAT you found our dear Mrs. 
Smith better than you expected 
gave me picaſure to hear; but, oh]! my 
Louiſa, that pleature was ſoon ſucceeded 
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by deep affliction — afffiction ſo unex- 
peed, and at the time I was thinking of 


my two friends approaching happineſs, as 


I vainly thought, that I can hardly ſup- 
port it. Poor Charles! my heart bleeds 
for him; to have his hopes cruſhed, when 
he fancied himſelf almoſt on the pinnacle 
of happineſs, will, I fear, overpower his 
reaſon. How vain are human hopes and 
wiſhes ! Yeſterday he arrived at Selwyn- 
Place. —Sir Orlando ſent a ſervant to in- 
form me of it, and that he with Charles 
would wait on us to dinner to day. 


I thought to impart happineſs to Laura, 
and cautiouſly informed her he was at 
Selwyn-Place, and intended her a viſit. — 
] ventured to elucidate his long and con- 
ſtant paſſion for hexr,—She ſat ſilent.— I 


informed her of Mr. Herbert's laſt re- 


queſt. — She wept; dear beloved Mr. 
Herbert, faid ſhe, Heaven knows how I 
regret him! his errors were common to 


human nature. — He loved me. — Ah! 


did 


V—k;k; WP 
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did he ſtill live it would be happier for 


us all.— Poor Charles, I pity him! — She 


wept, — Suffer me to retire, my dear 
Selina, ſaid ſhe, in an hour I will return. 


I thought ſhe retired to emit an effuſion 
of grief to Mr. Herbert's memory, and 
endeavoured not to prevent her. — In 
about an hour and half Lucy brought 
me the following melancholy letter : 


TO MY DEAR SELINA. 


It is with additional ſorrow I give pain 
to your feeling heart. I was not born to 
be happy. You know I married Mr, 
Herbert precipitately, as my life with 
my aunt was very uncomfortable ; there 
was my firſt error. I found it was my 
duty to love Mr. Herbert, and ſoon 
brought myſcif to have a linceie affection 
for him. When he was kind I was happy. 
His faults I conſidered as frailties of hu- 


man nature; I was not without my own. 
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When I perceived Charles Seymour's 


unhappy predilection for me, I thought 
my feelings proceeded only from friend- 
ſhip.— I wiſhed him happy—nay, I wiſhed 
him ſeriouſly to marry, and forget me.— 
Still he remained conſtant ; yet I muſt 
own, when I thought he was going to be 
united to Miſs Oburn, it gave me pain, 
but I diſcovered not the cauſe. I know 
you will credit me, as I have always been 
candid. The joy I felt at ſecing him ar 
Fetit d'Aumont did not enlighten my 
mind, as to the fituation of my heart, I 
fancied that joy procceded from friendſhip 
only, and was happy in his company. — 
How I could remain ſo long ignorant of 
the real cauſe of my ſenſations is now ſur- 
priſing to me. When I beheld him atthe 
Maſquerade, it gave me the firſt intelli- 
gent emotion. — I wondered at my own 
feelings on the occafion, but thought it 
proceeded from finding a friend unworthy 
my eſteem. I was more ſenſibly hurt at 
Lady Sclwyn's aſſuring me ſhe was ccn- 

vinced 
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vinced of his paſhon.—You know I al- 
tered my mode of behaviour to him, and 
his abſence after that made me wretched. 
I thought I had loſt his friendſhip, and 
was miſerable. Mr. Herbert's remark 
awakened my mind to the real cauſe of 
the ſenſations I felt; it threw me into a 
violent trembling. — I was ready to faint, 
The idea of guilt, in ſuffering my he 
to love him, made me wretched, as you 
found me in my chamber. I could ſcarce 
retain my ſenſes, and was inwardly con- 
vu'ſed to find the true cauſe of my anxi- 
ety.—As the wife of Mr. Herbert, whom 
I truly eſteemed, I thought it would be 
criminal to avow my ſenſations even to 
you. 


My God ! ſaid I to myſelf, I am guilty, 
and deteſt vice. Pardon thy creature 
ſtrengthen her virtuous refoluton—em- 
power her to combat againſt the power of 
that malevolent {pirit, who endeavours to 


lead human beings aſtray, I dreaded the 
wrath 
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wrath of my Creator for my (may I call 
it) involuntary guilt, and immediately 
vowed, on my knees, to the Author of my 
being, if ever I was at liberty, as ſome 
compenſation for my crime, I would 
never marry Charles Seymour. I en- 
deavoured to reconcile myſelf to this 
vow, by thinking I never could be happy 
with him — the difference of our age, 
and his propenſity to bad women, being 
a good reaſon for ſuch a ſuppoſition. — 
His illneſs and remorſe cauſed ſentiments 
of pity, and, to my ſorrow, I found I till 
loved him; — Mr. Herbert's death truly 
ſhocked me. I eſteemed him, and wiſhed 
him to live. — While he lived I knew 
Charles could have no hopes. — Lately, 


by your hints, and Sir Orlando's, I gueſſed 


at Charles's intention. —Alas ! I now re- 
pent, but it is too late.—-I was to blame 
to make ſuch a raſh vow, for I might 
have been happy with him, as I now avow 
I tenderly loved him.—In a moment of 
remorſe for an unfortunate prepoſſeſſion, 

N tei rified, 
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terrifted, conſcientious, I made this vow, 
which J cannot recall. — Mr. Herbert's 
conſent too—that I could not have ex- 
pected, and tenderly regret his memory 
for his wiſh for my future happineſs. 


Oh! my Selina, this has contributed 
to my ſorrow; my vow cannot be recal- 
led—like a nun's it is ſacred to Heaven. 
You and Sir Orlando muſt conſult to- 
gether, and acquaint my beloved Charles 
of my fatal folly.— Conjure him from me 
to bear it with patience ; tell him I ſhall 
always love him, though I can never be 
his. Ah! how it afflicts me to impart 
this death to his hopes. — I know from 
my own ſenſations it will bear heavy on 
his mind, —If he wiſhes me repoſe, tell 
him to ſtrive to conquer his paſſion, and 
J will always receive him with friendſhip. 
Tell him to ſeek the affection of ſome 
worthier object, and his mind at eaſe, 1 
ſhall be content. 


I will 
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I will come down to ſupper when 1 
think the ſurpriſe this will cauſe has ſub- 
ſided, With you I will ſpend the remain- 
der of my days; —how long, or how ſhort, 
Heaven only knows. L. HERBERT» 


Think, my dear Louiſa, how ſeverely I 
ſuffered in reading this epiftle. — Two 
perſons I loved were going to be ren- 


dered wretched for life! Her extreme de- 


licacy was the cauſe of this evil; ſhe 
thought ſhe wronged Mr. Herbert by her 
unwelcome ſenſations without conſider- 
ing ſne was bringing future miſery on 
herſelf and Seymour; yet her reaſon was 
ſo pure, who can condemn it? Unfortu- 
nate ſenſibility, united to an angel heart, 
cauſed this error. I wrote to Sir Orlando, 
and requeſted him to come alone to break- 
faſt with me, as I had matter of moment 
to impart, and begged he would not ac- 
quaint Charles of it; but make buſineſs 
excuſe for his abſence, and promiſe to 
eſcort him here, I expect him every 


moment. 


Sir 
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Sir Orlando was ſo ſhocked at the in- 
telligence, and the peruſal of Laura's 
letter, that he wept immoderately with 
me.—Rigid virtue! ſaid he. — What a 
divine woman! yet how unfortunate her 
delicacy ! — Poor Charles will certainly 
loſe his ſenſes ; let me at leaſt try to move 
her from her purpoſe ; it can be no ſa- 
crilege I hope. He begged to ſpeak with 
Laura. — She came down.—He expoſtu- 
lated with her, and endeavoured to per- 
ſuade her Heaven would forgive the 
breach of ſuch a vow. — Mr. Herbert, 
ſaid he, wiſhed for your union, your vow 
was raſh — recall it, or you will murder 
Charles, which will be greater guilt. 


She was not to be moved. My con- 
ſcience, dear Sir Orlando, ſaid ſhe, would 
conſtantly reproach me for ſuch a breach, 
and I ſhould languiſh and die with remorſe 
and horror, that would render him more 
miſerable. No, however fatal to my 
peace and his, I muſt preſerve my vow 

| inviolate. 


ö ĩ—LEͥ2̃ — » c— 2 — 


” 
5 on . 4 q g — — 
F . c — T 2 —— 
* - 
. a- 2 
_ 

. - - Ws 7s & & f 
= — ” * — — — 


[ 
. 


— A 
„ 


20 ILL'EFFECTS OF 
inviclate. 1 condemn myfelf, alis! too 


late. Virtue did not require ſuch a raſh 


act.— Tell him, if he can ſce me with 


friendſhip only, 1 will receive him with 


pleaſure. — His ſociety will be a comfort 
to me; divefted of paſſion, it would con- 


tribute to my health and peace. I can 


reconcile myſelf to my fate, but I cannot 
bear to fee him wretched, 

What could be faid, my Louiſa It 
certainly would be impious to break her 


vow, Sir Orlando is gone home to com- 


municate this heart-rending intelligence 


to Charles, with her letter to me. 


Poor Charles fainted at Sir Orlando's 
recital l-=f To think that ſhe loves me, 
and we are loſt to each other, ſaid he, is 


more afflicting than if ſhe had diſliked- 


mel but I muſt ſce her, whatzytr may be 


the conſequence,” Ie came (this after- | 
9 


noon, —Never may J again ieneſs of 


ſuch a meeting ! — They both wept in 
| | each 
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each other's arms! — Forgive me, dear 
Charles, for I cannot forgive myſelf, ſaid 
ſhe; and let me conjure you, by the af- 
fection you avowed for me, to abate your 
grief, or I muſt fink under the reflection, 
that I have made you miſerable « as __ 
as myſelf, 


So kind, and yet fo cruel, faid he, oh! 
it is heart-rending. — The Almighty will 
forgive the breach of ſuch a rafþ vow. 


It cannot be, my Charles, faid ſhe. — 
You know my religious principles too 
well to think I would render myſelf fo 
culpable. 


It was culpable enough in me to love 
you, when I was not at liberty to do fo, 
My candour ſhould make you reſign 
yourſelf to your fate, and ſeek the af- 
fection of ſome happier woman, 


May I inſtantly expire, ſaid he, if ever 
I give my hand to another I You only 
always 
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always poſſeſſed my ſole affection, and 


ever ſhall. He fell into faintings, and 


we were obliged to put him to-bed here, 
and fend for a phyſician. His head is 
wandering from the height of his fever, 


and we are all very unhappy.--I am now 


going to write Lady Seymour the me- 
lancholy news. 


Charles ſtil! continues in a dangerous 
ſtate. — The doctors declare they have 
very little hopes of his recovery, as his 


conſtitution was ſo much impaired before 


on her account.—She 1s miſerable, paſt 
expreſſion ! yet dare not break her vow. 
An expreſs has arrived from Lord Sey- 


mour ; they will be here to night. 


Lord and Lady Seymore are arrived ; 
they arc in agonies at ſeeing their beloved 
fon expiring !—On their knees they have 
implored Laura to ſave him — or at leaſt 
deceive him at preſent.— The latter would 
be cruel, ſaid ſhe, my friends; and J dare 

nor 
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not break my vow.—I ſhall ſoon follow 
him, and we ſhall be happy in a better 
world, —I repent my raſhneſs—but, alas | | 
it is too late. 


J was called away.— Charles was ſenſi- 
ble, and begged to ſee Laura; her afflicti- 


on was ſo great I was obliged to — 
her. 


J am dying, my dear 1 ſaid he, 
for I could not live without you. — 
Heaven pardon all my offences ——, 


1 muſt then die with you, ſaid ſhe, ſal- 
ling on the bed in a ſwoon. 


J have killed her, ſaid * oh, horror! 
As ſhe lay ſhe graſped his hand faſt. He 
wept on it, Reſtoratives brought her to 
herſelf, —You love me, Laura, ſaid he, 
that is ſome conſolation in death !—Tn 


another world I hope our ſouls will be 
united. 


They 
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They will, ſaid ſhe, weeping bitterly, 
for I ſhall not ſurvive. you long. — He 


looked at her earneſtly.— His eyes be- 
came fixed, and he remained inſenſible 


We led her out of the apartment. 


The unfortunate Charles "A breathed 
his laſt. Laura is almoſt frantic. —Lord 


and Lady Seymour are inconſolable; their 


only ſon, ſo worthy a young man—how 
ſevere a trial! My God! how falacious 
are human hopes !—This dear Charles for 
years flattered himfelf that in ime Laura 
would be his, when her raſh vow cut her- 


ſelf and him off from all happineſs in this 


world! Lord and Lady Seymour return 
home immediately, and the corpſe is to 


be conveyed to © the Charming Rock 
there lay in ſtate, and de interred in the 


family vault. 


Laura is funk into a deep melancholy, 
and almoſt deprived of her ſenſes -I have 
murdered hum {the tays ſometimes.” — 

Heaven 
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Heaven will not forgive me. What bu- 
ſineſs had I to make raſh vows? It ren- 
dered me more guilty than if I had made 
none, for it has cauſed his death. Dear, 
faithful, moſt conſtant of men, I will 
ſoon follow thee. | 


Sir Orlando has, by Charles's deſire, 


| raiſed an elegant temple, ſurrounded by 


drooping willows, in his garden, erected 
to his memory. — After Seymour's death 


he had a caſt taken from his face—and a 
ſtatue has been made of him by an emi. 


nent artiſt, to place in it.— It is formed 
in a beckoning attitude, and looking up. 
In his hand is a ſcroll, on which is wrote: 
the following lines of his own inditing 
juſt before his death, addreſſed 


To LAURA. 


Meep not, my ever charming friend, 
In bliſs my ſoul now waits for thee ; 
Twill hover oer thee till thy end, 


And death ſhall jet thy ſpirit frei. 


Mean 


3 
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Mean while refign to Heav'n's will, 


. Calmly retain thy Charles in mind; 
For Heav'n's will thou muſt fulfil, 
Then with bim bliſs for ever find. 


It is very unfortunate Mrs. Smith. is fo 
ill you cannot leave her, for I can hardly 
ſupport the affliftion I endure. Laura 
continues in a fixed melancholy, and fits 
hours without ſpeaking.— When ſhe does, 
it is to condemn herſelf for her raſh vow 
and criminality, in being the cauſe of 
Charles's death. I cannot perſuade her 


even to walk in the garden for benefit of 


air,—Sir Orlando and Lady Selwyn are 
often here ; but not all Harriot's vivacity 
can force a ſmile from her. 


Sir Orlando ſpoke to me before Laura 


of the temple. —She ſtarted, ana expreſſed 
a deſire to fee it. Hoping the ride may 


be of ſervice to her health, and the lines 


rouſe her from grief, we conſented, and 


to-morrow are to go to Selwyn-Place. 


Our 
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Our dear Laura bore the exerciſe of the 
carriage better than J expected. — She 
was eager to viſit the temple, but Sir Or- 
lando inſiſted upon her dining firſt; he 
forced her to take two or three glaſſes of 
wine before we proceeded to the place. 


She appeared compoſed, but we dreaded 
a relapſe. 


On viewing the ſtatue, which is an ex- 
cellent reſemblance of the unfortunate 
Charles, ſhe burſt into a flood of tears ; 
they relieved her. - She read the lines, — 
e will reſign to the will of Heaven, dear 
beloved object of my affection, ſaid ſhe ; 
thy advice is pious : I love thce more for 
itz it is ſinful to grieve ſo; in future I 
will command more fortitude : I will fancy 
thou art hovering over me like a guar- 
dian-angel, and command my re{iznation. 
Loet me often viſit this ſpot, Sir Orlando; 
it will calm my forrow till I join him in 
felicity.“ 


Vol. II. ; We 
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We were happy this viſit had ſo deſired 
an effect. Laura and I are going to paſs 
a fortnight here, in hopes it will leſſen 
the violence of her grief, and in time ſub- 
due it. This pleaſing intelligence I ſhall 
immediately forward to you, and will 
write ſoon again. 


Yours, &e. 


S. MONTAGUE, 
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MISS MONTAGUE, 


1 0 


MISS GODFREY, 


Selwyn-Place. | 


FREQUENTLY attend our dear Laura 
to the temple with my work. She ſits 
gazing on the ſtatue, and at intervals | 
weeps, which is a great relief to her. — 7 
Dr. 8 gives us hopes, that this me- 1 
lancholy pleaſure will in time ſubdue her 
grief, and reitore her to health —She is j 
þecome more calm in general, and joins = 
in converſation, —When company comes 
I retire with her to her chamber, and we 
read ſome amuſing book. 


Laura has ſome days paſt endeavoured 
to. amuſe her ſorrow, by taking a draw- 


ing from the ſtatue. She has ſucceeded 
ho 3 well. —- 
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well. —It is an c tiellent drawing, and 
very like. This, ſaid ſhe, I ſhall take 
with me to Villa-Burton; it will ſupply 
the place of the ſtatue, and be a conſola- 
tion to me to view it. 


Sir Orlando has employed a miniature- 
painter, who knew Charles, to make a 
picture of him, partly from the ſculpture, 
and partly from his own memory. — His 
complexion and hair the artiſt perfectly 
remembers ; it is half finiſhed, and very 
like him. T 


The picture is finiſhed, and ſet in gold. 
Laura received it with pleaſure and joy, 
and now wears it next her heart. Her 
health ſeems amended, and we are in great 
hopes of her perfect recovery. To-mor- 
row we return home. Adieu, my Louiſa, 


s. MONTAGUE, 


MIES 
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—— — — — 


Miss MONTAGUE, 
1 Q 


M1SS GODFREY, 


Villa- Burton. 


AJ dear Laura is relapſed. — After 
dinner I went into her chamber, 
and found her faſt aſleep in an eaſy chair 
by her dreſſing-table : On it were the 
following lines, which appeared to. have 
been juſt written : 


Gd of nature beer my prayer, 
. Pity thy frail creature's lot; 
Let me yield not to deſpair, 
My errors jhall not be ſergot. 
Under thy correction ſure 
I may gleams of comfort find ; 
Fortitude for to endure 
- An affiiftion deep in mind. 
| L 3 All 
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All thy ſaints have ſuffered much ; 

1, no ſaint, ſhould patience have : 
Meekly bear affiiftion's touch, 

In hopes of peace in the cold grave. 


Torture keen, reproach and ſhame, 
Chriſtians did on earth endure ; 
I boſe conſcious fouls did feel no blame, 
And found that grief did joy inſure, 
The ily Jeſus here on earth, 
Fer our vile ſakes did ſorrow feel ; 
| Though miracles proclaim'd his birth, 
Still ſenſeleſs men their hearts did ſteal. 


He ſuſſer d on the cruel croſs, 
To teach his follow'rs how to bear 
Hard, adverſe fate, and ev'ry leſs 


That mee they nuaht ta forhear 
a „„ OH „% ton 0 . ALF” 9 #2 ey 7 7 f: 


T will reſign — Oh ! aid, my God, 
A wretched creature here on earth ; 
Let me with patience bear thy rod, 
'Till am chang'd to heav'nly birth, 


Such is the meditations and pious re- 
flections of our angel friend, Oh! may 
| the 


2 
5 
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the Almighty reſtore her to health, and 
prolong her life, to be a bleſſing to the 
poor and us, Her ſufferings have injure 
my health, but I conceal it from her. —If 
ſhe dies, 1 certainly ſhall ſoon follow her. 
My Creator's will be done! 


Our hopes were vain,—Dr. S—— de- 
clares gricf has taken too deep a root at 
her heart, and that ſhe is in a rapid de- 
cline. — He has preſcribed the Briſtol 
waters. Sir Orlando and L ady Selwyn 
are to attend us immediately. You know 
my love for her, therefore can gueſs how 
deeply afflifted I am. She is all compo- 
ſure, and ſeems happy at her approaching 
diſſolution. Her ſpirits are better. Con- 
ſumptions generally cauſe a flow of animal 
ſpirits at periods ; but, alas ! it is like the 
lamp, which blazes betore it expires. 


If Mrs. Smith is not dangerouſly ill, 
let me entreat you will come here, for I 
ſhall fink under the weight of affliftion 

L 4 without 
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without your friendly aid. The phyſicians 
aſſure me my deareſt Laura cannot hve a 
weck longer. —Oh 1 how ſhall I ſupport 
the loſs of a friend I have known from 
my youthful days! — One io good — ſo 
amiable — ſo affectionate! This life is 
truly a ſtate of trial, and to ſee our deareſt 
friends drop before us is one of the ſe- 
vereſt, Her gentle ſpirit has been pu- 
rified by affliction, and the only con- 
ſolitory thought is, ſhe is going to be 
perfectly happy. 


We had a ſerious converſation this 
morning. Her earneſt requeſt was, that I 
would remember her with tenderneſs, but 
not mouin as one without- hope. The 
comfortable doctrine of Chriſtianity, ſaid 
ſhe, aſſures us we ſhall meet in felicity, my 
dear Sclina.—Be comforted, my friend, a 
few years, and we ſhall meet to part no 
more. I am content; I am happy at the 
thoughts of death. — There remains for 
me to take only one more ſolemn rite of 

our 


band Py . 1 TO Wn 
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our church, in obedience to our Lord's 
command—the receiving the Holy Eu- 
chariſt.—I muſt requeſt, Selina, you will 
bring ſome clergyman to give it me; that 
done I ſhall be ready to depart.— She was 
quite compoſed, but I could not reſtrain 
my tears. — I have ſent to Dr. Scot, our 
friend, who is to come this evening and 
perform that duty. 


LADY SELWYN, 
IN CONTINUATION 
T 0 


LOUISA, 


HE dreadful event is over; our 

angel friend's ſpirit is fled, and we 
are all wretched ! Comò immediately, for 
Selina is cry 11, ur Orlando and my- 
ſelf, wit Selina, laſt night received the 
Sacrament with our dear Laura; her piety 
edified us. r. Scot actually wept as he 
periormed his ſacred duty, When the 


L 5 rite 
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rite was over ſhe gave a ſmile of joy — 
thanked us all for our friendſhip, and wiſhed 
we might, in our laſt moments, feel the 
compoſure ſhe did ; for the languid weak- 
neſs I feel, ſaid ſhe, is little pain. When 
the body is racked with torture, the mind 
cannot be compoſed. My Charles I ſhall 
Join thee in bliſs. — Methinks I already ſee 
thee waiting for me.—Lord Jeſus receive 
my fpirit (faid ſhe, with a ſmile of ineffa- 
ble joy.) -I come. —Farewel, my dear.— 
She could utter no more. Her pure ſoul 
flew without a groan, like the gentle 
breeze which calmly expires. We have 
loſt the tendereſt of friends, and the beſt 
of women. — May we follow her pious ex- 
/ample, and die as compoſed ; but may it 
be a warning to all who know her, that 
they may avoid raſh vows. Dear crea- 
ture, her raſh vow was the cauſe of her 
own and Seymour's death! 


Our poor dear Selina is in a high fever. 


I ſhall expect you ſoon as poſſible after 
the receipt of this. 


Selina 
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Selina informed Laura, juſt before her 
death, of Charles's generoſity concerning 
the lottery- ticket; ſhe therefore has wil- 
led that five thouſand pounds to Lady 
Seymour; left her jewels to me, and di- 
vided the remainder of her fortune be- 
tween you and Selina. I remain, my dear 


Louiſa, in great diſtreſs of mind, 
Yours, affectionately, 


H. SELWYN, 


L 6 LADY 
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LADY SELWYN, 
T 0 


MRS. SMITH, 


* 


OUTSA is much indiſpoſed, my dear 
Madam, and entreats me to write.— 
We are under the deepeſt affliction ſtill : 
I almoſt fear to import it, leſt it ſhould 
farther prejudice your health. — Our 
dear Sclina is no more. — She ſoon 
followed her angel friend. — Her health 
was long impaired by viewing the ſuffer- 
ings of Laura and Seymour's death. — 
The ſight of her friend's departure was 
too ſevere a trial-- A violent fever enſued, 
and in a few days carried her off before 
Lovuifa's arrival. 


Louiſa, 


A RASH VO. 229 


Louiſa, who has bore many aflliftions 
with patience, —Firſt the loſs of a ſincere 
lover — now her deareſt friend, is much 
indiſpoſed — but her Chriſtian fortitude 
ſupports her. — How happy I have been 
in ſuch virtuous friends, whoſe counſel 
brought me to reaſon, aad a proper re- 
flection on my paſt follies. —To loſe two 
of them has much affected me, and 


proved the neceſſity of preparing for a 
better world, 


Though bleſt with the beſt and ten- 
dereſt of huſbands, theſe melancholy ſcenes 


deeply affect me. I ſincerely wiſh you 
better health, and remain, 
/ 


Madam, n | 


Your well wiſher, 


H, SELWYN, 


»” M15SS 
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MISS GODFREY, 


T 0 


MRS. SMITH. 


Ny erwyn-P lace, 


SHALL ſoon be with you, my dear 

friend, — I have loſt my two valuable 
friends, yet I ſtill exiſt. — Religion ſupports 
me.—Lady Selwyn is with child.-—The 
melancholy ſcenes have affected her health; 
but an indulgent huſband, and happy time, 
will, | hope, reſtore it. — All her follies 
have been lung baniſhed. —She is pious, 
charitable, and truly amiable, and Sir Or- 
lando doats on her. — The temple dedi- 
cated to Seymour 1s taken down, and a 
building erected, in form of a Mauſoleum 
in the Wilderneſs. — A caſcade is near it, 
and drooping willows fall over it.— When 
the mind is inclined to luxury of ſorrow, 


they 
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they viſit the place. A reſemblance of 
Laura in it is repreſented expiring. —Se- 
lina at her feet weeping, and holding her 
hand. — Above is the figure of Charles, 
in the form of an angel extending his 
hand to receive her, — Sir Orlando, with 
the true ſoul of friendſhip, often viſits 
the place, and, with calm recollection, 
enjoys it, hoping, in time, to join them in 
bliſs. 


The faithful Lucy, whom my couſin 
and Laura has provided for —by her La- 
dyſhip's defire remains with her as a 
companion. Adieu; 1 ſhall be with you 
almoſt as quick as this letter. 


LOUISA GODFREY, 


FF 


MISS 
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Miss GODFREY, 


T O 


SISTER AGNES, 
At the Convent de ——, at Avignon. 


IFE has been compared to a vapour, 

a flower — a bubble -a meteor, and 
various other things.—Ah ! my ſiſter, my 
friend, I have been ſufficiently warned of 
its tranſientneſs! The grave was, ſcarce 
cloſed on Laura and Selina, when my 
heart was again wounded by the death of 
Mrs. Smith, who has languiſhed years 
under that dreadful calamity, a b.eeding 
cancer at her breaſt. Her death I think a 
happy releaſe; for had ſhe lived longer, 
ſhe muſt have been miſerable. 


The celebrated Lady Wortley Monta- 
gue was ſor a ſeries of years afflicted with 
the 
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the ſame diſorder; — whether it ever 
awakened her to remorſe I know not. — 
Her follies, nay guilt, have been great 
but I ſhould imagine a lingering death 
muſt have cauſed ſerious ſenſations — a 
woman of ſuch wit ought publicly to 
have avowed her contrition. 


I ſhall now fly to thee for conſolation. 
Thou haſt experienced much affliction 
and ſorrow in thy youth, and ſupported 
it with fortitude. Would the young and 
gay reflect on the uncertainty of human 
life, they would avoid-many errors, which 
health, proſperity, and commerce with 
the world, make them, unthinkingly, com- 
mit ! 7 | 


With you I expect peace, and though I 
mean not to take the vail, remain ſhel- 
tered from the world and its follies during 
life, friendſhip drew me from my calm 
retreat; - that friend loſt, I return to thee. 
The raſhneſs of vows has been exempli- 

fied 
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fied by the unhappy Laura, who cauſed 
her lover's death and her own. I have 
long ſince loſt him deareſt to my foul — 
but I will take no vows; if I did I might 
repent it, and long for liberty, and be- 
come criminal.— To avoid it I will lead 
as pious a life as I can, without being a 
nun. I know your ſecret opinion coin- 
cides with mine. — When free, we wiſh 
not for liberty — but when bound, we 
langiſh for it, 


Lady Selwyn is delivered of a fon—is 
well—and Sir Orlando, the beſt of men, 
perfectly happy. Fxpect to ſee me ſoon 
after the receipt of this, and preſent my 


beſt wiſhes to our Holy Mother, with the 
requeſt of her praycrs for me, 


Fours, &c. 


L. GODFREY, 


MISS 
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MISS GODFREY, 


T9 


Miss AUBREY, 


Niece to ber late Friend Mrs. Smith. 


WRITE before the time of my an- 

nual letter, to inform you, my dear 
Sophia, I was much ſurpriſed two months 
ſince by a viſit from Mrs. Monſon, —She 
looked pale and emaciated, and informed 
me, two years ago, Lady Almeria died in 
agonies, from a centuſion in her head, 
which ſhe received from falling out of a 
phacton ſhe was driving with faſhionable 
rapidity. Mrs. Monſon further informed 
me, that Almeria's horror of conſcience 
made ſuch a deep impreſſion on her mind, 
ſhe became melancholy — but the Lord. 
had mercy on her, and called her to fe- 


licity ; In ſhort, ſhe was abſorbed in me- 
thodiſin, 
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thodiſm, and attended by a preacher of 
that ſect, and a companion of the fame 
perſuaſion, | : 


Lady Almeria, when dying, put all 


Lady Selwyn's letters into her hands 


told her to read them with attention, and 
conſider the ſmiles and folly of faſhiona- 
ble lite ; at the ſame time told her not 
to be ſurpriſed to find Laura had always 
been miſtreſs of Seymour's heart, and 
that ſhe never informed her of it, becauſe 
ſhe really eſteemed Mrs. Herbert, and 
knew ſhe was ſtrictly virtuous, amiable, 
and worthy a happier fate than ſhe expe- 
rienced, therefore would not raiſe her jea- 


louſy and ſpleen againſt her. 


I have now no farther uſe for theſe let- 
ters, ſaid ſhe ; I give them to you, Louifa, 
with Almeria's letters to me, and think 
with Mrs. Herbert's hiſtory they would 
form an inſtructive and amuſing Novel 
for the younger part of our ſex. 


Lady 
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Lady Selwyn died two months ſince in 
child-bed.— Sir Orlando, who doated on 
her, ſoon followed her to the grave, and 
there is now no one left who can be hurt 
at the recital of ſuch memoirs under falſe 
names; but I leave you to act as you 
pleaſe.— As for myſelf I cannot long ſur- 
vive them, and ſhall die fred of bliſs, 


being one of the choſen, though at the 
laſt hour. 


She took her leave affectionately.— 
« Though of different perſuaſion, ſaid 
ſhe, I hope we ſhall meet in bliſs,” She 
went to Montpelier from hence, and yeſ- 
terday I received a letter from her com- 
panion, as her laſt requeſt, to inform me 
of her death. Though enthuſiaſtic, ſhe 
ſtill had romantic ideas; that her repent- 
ance may have obliterated her crimes is 
my ſincere wiſh, I ſhall hope to hear 
from you ſoon, my dear Sophia: It is 
eight years ſince I left England; you are 
che only friend left to me in it. It would 


give 
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give me great pleaſure to ſee you, but that 
happineſs I cannot hope for.— May every 
bleſſing attend you is the conſtant wiſh of 


Your very affectionate, 


I., GODFREY, 
MISS AUBREY, 
T O 
THE HON. MRS, STANHOPE, 


" FOUND my dear faithful friend in 
perfect health, though a melancholy is 
viſible on her countenance, from the re- 
membrance of tke dear friends ſhe has 
loſt. The deſired end of my journey is 
"accompliſhed, —-T have perſuaded her to 
beſtow the collection of letters we wiſhed 
on me, and ſhe has given her conſent to 
have them publiſhed, hoping the example 
of 
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of Laura may be the means of deterring 
others from raſh vows, and Lady Alme- 
ria's death—from faſhionable follies ; but 
it is her earneſt deſire who is the editor 
may remain a ſecret; a requeſt I readily 
complied with. That it may prove a 
pharus to young people in ſimilar ſitua- 
tions is my ardent wiſh, Were they aſ- 
ſured, and would believe it is really, as it 
is, founded on facts, for their own ſakes 
they would certainly take warning. I re- 
main, g 


Your affectionate Siſter, 


S. AUBREY, 


FINIS. 


Tuft Publiſhed, 
MOUNT PELHAM, 


A NOVEL, 


In two Vol. 12m0o.—5s. /ewed,' 


Excellent and approved 
NEW NOVELS, this Seaſon, 


E687 3 Wy 
In 2 Vol. 12mo.—5s. ſewed. 


JAMES WALLAC E, 
In 3 Vol. 12mo.—9s. ſewed. 


MARIA CECILIA, 
In 2 Vol. 12m0.—58. ſewed. 


MAN of FAILIN G, 
In 2 Vol. 12mo.—5s. ſewed, 


LOUISA FORRESTER, 
In 3 Vol. 12mo.— 7s. 6d. /ewed. 


BEATRICE, 
In 2 Vol. 12mo.—5s. /ewed, 


RAMBLE of PHILO, 


In 2 Vol. 12m0.— 58. jewwed. 
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